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SAROS COWASJEE FONDS

1978-97

69 cm of textual records

Arrangement: Files and file titles created, collected and arranged by Saros Cowasjee.
Restrictions: There are no restrictions on this material.

Scope and content: This accession covers Cowasjee’s work with the literature produced in India
during the Raj period. It has been organized by the creator into two series: Editing and Writing by
Saros Cowasjee; and Reviews. The first series is further subdivided into ten subseries, dealing
with material generated around individual titles or literary series either edited or written by Saros
Cowasjee, including: Stories from the Raj; More Stories from the Raj and After; Women Writers of
the Raj; Correspondence with Publishers; The Competition Wallah by Sir George Otto Trevelyan;
Indigo by Christine Weston; Studies in Indian & Anglo-Indian Fiction by Saros Cowasjee; The
Best Short Stories of Flora Annie Steel; “Literature of the Raj” Series, General Editor, Saros
Cowasjee; and Other Raj Titles. Cowasjee was the first internationally to reexamine the literature
of this time period, and to bring it back to light by having the best titles republished.

Biographical sketch:

Name: Full name: Saros Dara Cowasjee. His parents were Dara (father) and Meher (mother)
Cowasjee. He has one sister, Sabar, and one brother, Shyam.

Place of residence: Saros Cowasjee was born July 12, 1931 in Secundrabad, India. He lived in
India until he went to England in 1957 to work on his Ph.D. He remained in England for three
years, until 1960, then travelled to Bombay to be Assistant Editor at the Times of India Press,
where he stayed until 1963. In 1963 he came to Regina, Saskatchewan, to assume the post of
Instructor of English at what was then the University of Saskatchewan, Regina Campus, the
forerunner of the University of Regina.

Education: He was educated at St. John’s College, Agra, India, where he completed a Bachelors
of Arts in 1951. He received his Masters of Arts degree in 1955 from Agra College, India, then
completed a Ph.D. in 1960 from the University of Leeds in England on Sean O’Casey, under the
supervision of the renowned Shakespearean scholar, G. Wilson Knight.

Occupation, life, and activities: After a brief stint with the Times of India Press from 1960 to
1963, Cowasjee was appointed Instructor of English at the University of Saskatchewan, Regina
Campus. He attained the title of full professor in 1971. He retired and was appointed Professor
Emeritus in 1995. Cowasjee was also Research Associate, University of California, Berkeley in
1970-71, Visiting Commonwealth Professor, University of Aarhus, Denmark, from January to
June 1975, and has been a guest lecturer at a number of universities in Europe, Australia, North
America, India, Fiji, and Singapore. In addition to his teaching, Cowasjee has been a prolific
writer. He is the author of five works of criticism: Sean O’Casey: The Man Behind the Plays
(1963), O’Casey (1966), Coolie: An Assessment (1976), So Many Freedoms: A Study of the
Maijor Fiction of Mulk Raj Anand (1977), and Studies in Indian and Anglo-Indian Fiction (1993).
He has written three novels: Goodbye to Elsa (1974), Suffer Little Children (1982), and The
Assistant Professor (1996); two books of short stories, Stories and Sketches (1970), and Nude
Therapy (1978); and a screenplay, The Last of the Maharajas (1980). He has edited and written
introductions for numerous works, among them being three anthologies on writers from the Raj
period of India (published as a series by HarperCollins): Stories from the Raj (1982), More Stories
from the Raj and After (1986), and Women Writers of the Raj: Short Fiction (1990). His other
HarperCollins publications include his critical introductions to Christine Weston’s Indigo (1993)
and Sir George Otto Trevelyan’s The Competition Wallah. There is also The Best Short Stories
of Flora Annie Steel (1995), selected and edited by him, with his introduction dealing with the
author’s life and works. Equally important is Cowasjee’s work as General Editor of Arnold
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Heinemann’s “Literature of the Raj” series, beginning in 1984. In the nine out-of-print fiction
works published under Cowasjee’s editorship, he wrote introductions to the reprints of Durbar
(1987), Indigo (1987), Siri Ram — Revolutionist (1988), and Hindoo Holiday (first published
through Cowasjee’s efforts in India in 1979, but later was included in this series). In addition,
Cowasjee has edited and/or written introductions to other works, has contributed to various
publications, and written numerous articles.

Notes: See also Accession nos. 90-101, 91-23, 91-93, 94-62, and 95-20.

Custodial history: The records comprising this accession of the Saros Cowasjee Fonds were
collected and held by Saros Cowasjee until their donation to the University of Regina Archives.
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EDITING AND WRITING BY SAROS COWASJEE

Stories From The Raj

1
2
3
4

5

Correspondence with Ravi Dayal, Nirupam Chatterjee &
John Boothe.
Correspondence with James Michie - 1980-82
Introduction/Queries By Michie/Glossary/Biographical
Notes/Note for Jacket.
The Bodley Head, London - Text of Stories Part I. (continued next
folder 5)
Text of Stories.

More Stories From The Raj And After

6

7

8
9

10
11
12

Correspondence John Boothe & Steve Savage -1984-85
(Continued folder 7)

Correspondence with Author/Agents & Steve Savage -1985
(Continued folder 8)

Correspondence with Steve Savage & Louise Weir -1986-87

Preliminary Pages/Introduction/Biographical Notes/Glossary of
Indian Words

Text/Manuscript (Continued folder 10)

Text/Manuscript

Page Proofs of More Stories From the Raj & After -1986
(includes oversize material)

Women Writers Of The Raj

13

14
15

16
17

18
19

20
21
22
23
24

Correspondence with Nancy Webber,Editor - 1988-89
(Continued folder 14)

Correspondence with Nancy Webber/Alan Jessop/Jonathan Lloyd

Correspondence: Nancy Webber & Lloyd Jonathan (1991) and with
Diamond Books -1994

Jacket & Matter/Preliminary Pages/Introduction/Glossary

Notes on Editing to Nancy Webber/Setting Instructions to
Printer/Text of Stories (Continued folder 18)

Short Stories Text

Correspondence & Notes on Page Proofs/Page Proofs,
Author’s Copy (Continued folder 20)

Page Proofs, Author’s Copy

Page Proofs, Publisher’s Copy (Continued folder 22)

Page Proofs, Publisher’s Copy

Revised Proofs, Printing Copy (Continued folder 24)

Revised Proofs, Printing Copy

Correspondence

25

26
27
28
29
30

Correspondence With Rupa/HarperCollins

(India) - 1990-91 (Continued Folder 26)

Correspondence - 1992 (continued folder 27)

Correspondence - 1993 (continued folder 28)

Correspondence - 1994 (continued folder 29)

Correspondence - 1994: July-December, 1994 (continued folder 30)
Correspondence with HarperCollins - 1995-97

The Competition Wallah by Sir George Otto Trevelyan
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Introduction

Indigo by Christine Weston

32
33
34

Introduction, Foreword, Etc. Page Proofs. (Continued folder 33)
Page Proofs (Continued folder 34)
9 Page Proofs.

Studies in Indian & Anglo-Indian Fiction by S. Cowasjee

35
36
37
38
39

Author’s Notes & Manuscripts (continued folder 36)
Edited MSS (continued folder 37)

Edited MSS

Page Proofs (Continued folder 39)

Page Proofs

The Best Short Stories of Flora Annie Steel

40
41
42
43
44
45

Draft Introductions, Jacket, Glossary, Instructions for Editor/Printer
Manuscript/Text. (Continued folder 42)

Manuscript/Text

Page Proofs & Author's Comments to Editor. (Continued folder 44)
Page Proofs. (Continued folder 45)

Page Proofs

“Literature Of The Raj” Series, General Editor, Saros Cowasjee

46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56

Correspondence with Arnold Heinemann. (Continued folder 47)
Correspondence with Arnold Heinemann — 1985-86
Correspondence with Arnold Heinemann — 1987, 1988 on
Call the Next Witness by Philip Mason

On the Face of the Waters by Flora Annie Steel
Confessions of a Thug — 1985

An Indian Day — 1986

The Simple Adventures of a Memsahib — 1986

Durbar by Dennis Kincaid - 1987

Indigo by Christine Weston - 1988

Siri Ram - Revolutionist by Edmund Candler

Other Raj Titles

57
58

59

60

REVIEWS

61
62
63
64
65

Penguin Books, India. The Wild Sweet Witch by Philip Mason

Hindoo Holiday by J.R. Ackerley. Correspondence with Chatto &
Windus about Reissue.

Hindoo Holiday by J.R. Ackerley. Correspondence with Arnold-
Heinemann and Borealis Press, Ottawa — 1978-82

Hindoo Holiday by J.R. Ackerley. Reviews, Short Pieces, Peter Parker
Quotes, Francis King Typescript, Introduction - Typescript

Stories from the Raj

More Stories from the Raj and After (includes oversize material)

Women Writers of the Raj

Indian and Anglo-Indian Fiction

Indigo, The Competition Wallah, The Best Short Stories of Flora Annie Steel




