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Research & Graduate Program Development (RGPD) Committee 

Friday, November 25, 2016 

ED 254 

Minutes of Meeting 

 

 

Present: Paul Hart, Angela Snowshoe, Laurie Carlson Berg, Abu Bockarie, Jason Serviss, and 

Rubina Khanam 

Regrets: Larry Steeves, Angelina Weenie, and Pamela Osmond-Johnson 

Chair:  Ken Montgomery 

Recorder: Wanneta Martin 

 

 

1. Approval of the Agenda 
1.1 Items for discussion will be moved to the beginning of the meeting agenda to accommodate the 

meeting guests.                

                       Hart/Carlson Berg 

CARRIED 

2. Approval of the Minutes of Meeting of September 15, 2016            

                     Snowshoe/Carlson Berg 

 CARRIED 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes  

None.                         

  

4.  New Business 

 

4.1  Items for Discussion 

 

  4.1.1  Program Review Research – Meeting Guest: Jennifer Burton 
Jennifer Burton shared some of her research findings on Canadian Graduate 

Programs.  The committee recommends that Jennifer attend the next PPC 

meeting to share her research and Jennifer is happy to participate.   

See attached Appendix D1. 

 

4.2.2 Indigenization Chair across program areas – Meeting Guest: Patrick Lewis 

Patrick Lewis is visiting all the program areas to float out the idea to create an 

Indigenization Chair to provide guidance and support across our program areas.  

The Dean is in principle supportive of the idea.  There has been feedback that the 

Chair be cross-lingual.  This will be a discussion item at Faculty Council. 

4.2   Motions to be approved by RGPD  

 

4.2.1 New Master’s Certificate in Educational Technology and Media Approval  

 

Motion 1: To create a new Master’s Certificate program in Educational Technology and 

Media, effective 2018 Winter. (Appendix A1 & A2) 
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Description: 
Master’s Certificate in Educational Technology and Media 

EC&I 830 Contemporary Issues in Educational Technology 3 cr hrs 

EC&I 831 Social Media & Open Education ( 3 cr hrs 

EC&I 832 Digital Citizenship and Media Literacies 3 cr hrs 

EC&I 833 Foundations of Educational Technology: History, Theory and Practice 3 cr hrs 

EC&I 834 Designing for Online and Blended Learning 3 cr hrs 

TOTAL 15 cr hrs 

 

Rationale: The University of Regina Strategic Plan lists the “Digital Future” as one of 

the key research clusters for the coming five years, and the Faculty of Education Strategic 

plan lists as an indicator for student success the need to "prepare students to participate / 

teach in a networked and digital world." This program aims to prepare students as leaders 

in the area of educational technology, with a particular focus on the areas of media 

literacy, social media, and digital citizenship. The Faculty of Education already offers a 

series of five Masters level courses in this area. Offering these courses a as a master’s 

certificate will allow interested students to enroll in graduate coursework in our faculty 

and gain credentials without committing to a full Masters in Education, or the courses 

may also be used to ladder up into a full Masters program. 

 

See attached Appendix A1 and A2. 

                     Bockarie/Montgomery 

CARRIED 
(end of motion 1) 

      

4.2.2 ED 816 Motion 

Motion 2: To change the following course as outlined below: ED 816 Narrative Inquiry 

in Educational Research, effective 2017 Winter.  
 

Current Change 

Only grade mode is “Normal” 
(percentage) 

Leave default grade mode as Normal but also 
include “Pass/Fail” as an option. 

 

Rationale: Including pass/fail grading as an option for ED 816 allows instructors to 

choose whether they wish to use criteria-referenced instruction and assessment (instead 

of strictly norm-referenced).  

                 

See attached Appendix B1and B2. 

Montgomery/Carlson Berg 

CARRIED 
(end of motion 2) 

 

4.2.3 EC&I 874AA Motion 

 

Motion 3: To change the following course as outlined below: EC&I 874AA 

Contemporary Ideas in Arts Education, effective 2017 Winter.  

Current Change 

Only grade mode is “Normal” 
(percentage) 

Leave default grade mode as Normal but also include 
“Pass/Fail” as an option. 
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Rationale: Including pass/fail grading as an option for EC&I 874AA allows instructors 

to choose whether they wish to use criteria-referenced instruction and assessment (instead 

of strictly norm-referenced).  

 

See attached Appendix C1 & C2. 

Montgomery/Snowshoe 

CARRIED 
(end of motion 3) 

 

5 Associate Dean’s Report: 

5.1 Applications 

We received 56 graduate studies applications by our October 15th deadline.  All but the 

EC&I have been reviewed.  Thus far recommendations have been made to accept 23 

applicants (EADM 10/15, HRD/AE 7/13, INDG 2/2, HRAE 1/1, TESOL 2/2, PhD 1/1). 

EC&I recommendations should go to FGSR early next week. Maîtrise and CBM 

applications have been moved to February file. 

 

5.2 Community-Based Masters (CBM) 

The Faculty of Education has approved a request from GDI to run a third CBM cohort 

beginning July 2017.  Conditional upon getting the numbers (which should become more 

clear by December).  Contract must include language about prospective students getting 

applications in and complete by February 15th deadline. 

 

Proposed Cumberland College cohort to begin January 2017 has been postponed due to 

receiving too few applications (those applications have been moved to February 15 file 

with the hope that the cohort may begin in summer 2017) 

 

5.3 Experiential Learning Opportunities for HRD/AE international students 

We are reviewing practicum routes for HRD and AE with aim of providing international 

students with Canadian work experience.  Planning to consult with Kevin Fiessel 

(manager of Co-operative education and internships) and Faculty of Business 

Administration, amongst others. 

 

5.4 Theses and Comprehensive exams 

An unusually large number of master’s and doctoral thesis are at or near the completion 

stage.  Six in total have already gone forward to FGSR for scheduling this semester and 

more are likely to be sent before the end of the semester.  At least 3 comprehensive 

exams are scheduled for December as well. 

 

5.5 Scholarships 

The Graduate Studies Scholarships and Awards committee reviewed 7 SSHRC Doctoral 

applications and departmental appraisals have been sent to FGSR for each applicant.  

Earlier, we received notice that one of our doctoral students, Conor Barker (under 

supervision of Dr. Laurie Carlson Berg) has been nominated for the national competition 

for Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships (His project is entitled: “Les Ponts Vers La 

Littératie - Bridges to Literacy: Developing an orthographic intervention for French 

Immersion students with identified reading disabilities").  I’d like to thank the committee 

(Twyla, Fatima, Larry, and Abu) who are often working quickly to meet the tight 

deadlines of FGSR. 
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5.6 Online Programs 

At our last meeting I promised to set up a working group/sub-committee to examine 

further graduate online possibilities.  I did not set this up, I’m afraid.  I will aim to do so 

in time for the group to make brief reports to the January and March meetings of RGPD. 

 

5.7 Update on FGSR activities: 

Complete revision to graduate scholarship funding is planned.  GRFs will be phased out 

with model that includes 3 levels of funding: 1) UR Graduate Fellowships [PhD URGF: 

A minimum of $20,000 per year for four years and MA URGF: A minimum of $10,000 

per year for two years], 2) UR Graduate Awards [PhD URGA: A minimum of $10,000 

per year for four years and MA URGA: A minimum of $5,000 per year for two years], 

and 3) UR Graduate Scholarships.  Terms of reference to be established by FGSR but 

more control in designating awards to line faculties. 

 

Accreditation system revision– a new policy has been drafted and will be going to PhD 

committee for feedback.  It will make it easier for faculty members to supervise, should 

they wish to.  (E.g., new faculty members with PhD will be permitted to supervise at PhD 

level.) 

I would like to send this committee the FGSR draft documents for accreditation and 

scholarships and to receive your feedback on them. 

 

New program development guidelines being drafted.  Planning also to establish an 

advisory panel that could work with each faculty to refine submissions well in advance of 

proposals arriving at FGSR. 

 

New transfer credit policy drafted.  One key proposed change would enable the receiving 

academic unit to make decision about courses taken at University of Regina.  (Eg. 

Students transferring from another degree program on campus into our MEd degree 

could, if we agreed, have all courses transferred). 

 

DOME: FGSR has been trying to address campus-wide problem of late submission of 

instructor grades.  Will be establishing a new email alert system – details TBA.  For your 

own information, Denise Seidler (for troubleshooting) and Susan Husum (for 

specialized/initial set up) are the people to contact about DOME.  The most common 

problem, by far, is faculty picking wrong the semester. 

Additionally, FGSR is continuing to work on new website behind the scenes and are 

experimenting with a new communications system (Contact us page has 5 categories: 

future students, current students, faculty/staff, documentation, other.). 

 

6 Other Business: 

None. 

 

7 Date of Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017 in ED 254 

 

8      Adjournment                                                                                       Hart/Carlson Berg 

CARRIED                                          
 
Distribution: EADM: Steeves, EPSY: Snowshoe, AED/HRD: Miller, EC&I: Hart, Maîtrise: Carlson Berg, FNUC: Weenie  

Members-at-large: Bockarie, Salm, Nolan, Osmond-Johnson 

 Master’s Student Rep: Jason Serviss; PhD Student Rep: Rubina Khanam 

 Chair: Ken Montgomery, Associate Dean 
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Cc: J. Tupper , Dean; V. Mulholland, Associate Dean; P. Clark, Associate Dean   

 K. Lee, L. Lindsay, A. Kampert, T. Gates, W. Martin 


