
JSGS Master of Public Administration (MPA) Program Application Questions 

 

The MPA is a professional program designed to prepare you for a career in public administration 

and policy work in diverse areas such as non-government organizations, industry associations, 

and, of course, the public service. To help the committee understand whether the MPA program 

is right for you, and whether you will be a good fit for our school, please address the following: 

 

1. Motivation and interest. What has motivated you to pursue an MPA? 

 

2. Preparation. How have your education, professional experience, and other relevant 

experiences prepared you to succeed in a graduate-level professional program in public 

policy and administration? 

 

3. Goals and fit. What do you hope to achieve through the MPA, and why is the Johnson 

Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy the right place for you to pursue these goals? 

 

Word limit: 200 words per question. 

 

Statement on the use of generative AI: This response is intended to be your own work and is one 

of the primary ways the Admissions Committee assesses your written communication skills and 

your fit with the program. You may use generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT) for limited purposes 

such as proofreading, grammar checking, or brainstorming. You may not use generative AI to 

draft the substance of your letter. If you use AI tools in any capacity, you must disclose this at 

the end of your letter, briefly describing how they were used. Submissions that appear to be 

substantially AI-generated, or that fail to disclose AI use, may be disadvantaged in the review 

process. 


