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Biographical Sketch 
 
Maggie Siggins was born on May 28, 1942 in Toronto. 
 
She currently resides in Regina with her husband Gerry B. Sperling.  She has three children. 
 
From 1962 to 1965 she attended Ryerson Polytechnical University and earned a Bachelor of 
Applied Arts. 
 
She has worked as a magazine writer, political columnist and television reporter and producer.  
From 1965 to 1970 she was a general reporter with the Toronto Telegram.  She was a freelance 
writer with Chatelaine from 1970-71 in Toronto.  At City-TV, also in Toronto, she worked as an 
on-air political reporter/commentator.  She moved to CBC Toronto as a 
reporter/interviewer/producer in 1975 until 1977.  In 1979 to 1981 she was with CityPulse News in 
Toronto as a producer.  From 1981 to 1983 (still in Toronto), she produced freelance work for 
Toronto Life, Reader’s Digest, Financial Post, Today Magazine, MacLean’s

 

 and others.  While in 
China, in 1985-86 she worked at the New China News Agency. 

She has taught Journalism while a Max Bell Professor in Journalism at the University of Regina in 
1983-84 and Professor of Graduate Studies at the Beijing Broadcast Institute during her 1985-86 
visit to China. 
 
Her books are as follows:  A Guide to Skiing in Eastern North America, 1969; How to Catch a 
Man co-authored with Ben Wicks, 1970; Bassett:  his Forty Years in Politics, Publishing, Business 
and Sports, 1979; Brian and the Boys:  a Story of Gang Rape, 1984; A Canadian Tragedy Joann 
and Colin Thatcher:  a Story of Love and Hate, 1985; Revenge of the Land:  a Century of Greed, 
Tragedy and Murder on a Saskatchewan Farm, 1991; Louis Riel:  a Life of Revolution, 1994; and 
In her Own Time:  a Class Reunion Inspires a Cultural History of Women, 1999. 
 
She has received numerous awards:  Southam Journalism Fellowship at the University of Toronto 
in 1974-75; Arthur Ellis Award in the Best True Crime Category for A Canadian Tragedy Joann 
and Colin Thatcher:  a Story of Love and Hate in 1986; Governor General’s Award for Non-Fiction 
for Revenge of the Land:  a Century of Greed, Tragedy and Murder on a Saskatchewan Farm in 
1992; City of Regina Best Book Award for Louis Riel:  a Life of Revolution in 1994; and City of 
Regina Best Book Award for In her Own Time:  a Class Reunion Inspires a Cultural History of 
Women in 1999. 
 
A Canadian Tragedy Joann and Colin Thatcher:  a Story of Love and Hate was produced as a 
four-hour mini series by CBC Television.  The CBC aired the series in December of 1989 NBC in 
July 1990 in the United States, BBC in England in 1991 and over 40 other countries since. Louis 
Riel:  a Life of Revolution was translated into French by Editions Québec-Amérique of Montreal in 
the spring of 1996.  Revenge of the Land:  a Century of Greed, Tragedy and Murder on a 
Saskatchewan Farm was produced into a four-hour mini series with CBC and aired in December 
2000. 
 
She has memberships in the following professional organizations:  Writers’ Union of Canada 
(Chair 1995-96), Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild, Canadian Historical Association, ACTRA, P.E.N. 
Canada (Board member 1995-96), Canadian Association of Journalists and Saskatchewan 
Motion Picture Industry Association.  She has served on the Board of Directors of NeWest Press 
of Edmonton and Curtain Raisers Players of Regina. 
 
She is fluent in Mandarin Chinese and literate in French. 
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Scope and Content 
 
This collection consists of 2.5 meters of text and 146 audio cassettes relating to the book 
Escaping the Big Lie:  a Class Reunion turns into a Cultural History of Women in the Western 
World by Maggie Siggins. 
 
The file titles were created by the donor. 
 
The predominant dates are the 1990s. 
 
Legal Agreement and Access Restrictions 
 
This accrual to the Maggie Siggins fonds was accessioned May 23, 2000.  The donor agreement 
is dated February 22, 1996 and is applied to all accruals to these fonds.  Future accruals are 
expected. 
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 In her Own Time:  a Class Reunion Inspires a Cultural History of Women 
Box 1 Index  ½ 
 Index  2/2 
 Mary Beattie  ½ 
 Mary Beattie  2/2 
 Bibliography 
 Lynne (Bywater) Campbell  ½ 

  (includes photographs) 
 Lynne (Bywater) Campbell  2/2 
 Judy Davey  1/3 
Box 2 Judy Davey  2/3 
 Judy Davey  3/3 
 Pat (Inglis) Doran  1/2 

  (includes photographs) 
 Pat (Inglis) Doran  2/2 
 Mary Gray  1/2 

  (includes photographs) 
 Mary Gray  2/2 
 Daphne Griffin  1/3 
Box 3 Daphne Griffin  2/3 
 Daphne Griffin  3/3 
 Adèle Hearne  1/2 
 Adèle Hearne  2/2 
 Betty (Kirk) Jordan  1/2 
 Betty (Kirk) Jordan  2/2 
Box 4 Ursula (Quinn) Koehnke  1/2 
 Ursula (Quinn) Koehnke  2/2 
 Mary Lemos  1/2 
 Mary Lemos  2/2 
 Danielle MacKenzie  1/3 

  (includes photographs) 
 Danielle MacKenzie  2/3 
Box 5 Danielle MacKenzie  3/3 
 Manuscript 
 Corrections  1/2 
 Corrections  2/2 
 Corrections 
 Corrections 
 Corrections 
 Corrections 
Box 6 Corrections 
 Corrections 
 Adèle 
 Ingrid and Dagmar 
 Louise 
 Mary B. 
 Pages 1 – 206 
 Pages 207 – 412 
 Pages 413 – 621 
Box 7 Pages 622 – 826 
 Pages 827 – 1029 
 Pages 1030 – 1209 
 Elizabeth Mastin  1/2 

  (includes photographs) 
 Elizabeth Mastin  2/2 
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 Noreen Matthews  1/2 
Box 8 Noreen Matthews  2/2 
 Gwen Mode 1/2 

  (includes photographs) 
 Gwen Mode  2/2 
 Notes 
 Notes (N1) 
 Outline 
 Photographs  1/2 
 Photographs  2/2 
 Research 
 Research 
 [Research] 
 And the Poor Get Children 
 Bellwood Health Services Inc. 
 C1 – C7 
 C8 
Box 9 C9 – C13 
 C14, C15 
 C16 – C18 
 C19 – C22 
 C23 – C25 
 C26 – C29 
 C30 – C35 
Box 10 Chatelaine 
 

Articles:  September 1956 – June 1961 
Class of ’61:  Miscellaneous  1/2 

 Class of ’61:  Miscellaneous  2/2 
 Class of ’61:  Miscellaneous  1/2 
 Class of ’61:  Miscellaneous  2/2 
 Class of ’61:  Proposal 
Box 11 Cults  1/2 
 Cults  2/2 
 Friends of Canadian Broadcasting  1/3 
 Friends of Canadian Broadcasting  2/3 
 Friends of Canadian Broadcasting  3/3 
 Interview(s) 
 Interview(s) 
 Dale Bartlett 

  (includes photographs) 
Box 12 Frances Holmes 
 M1 – M49 

  (no M47) 
 M50 – M93 

  (no M61 or M73) 
 Miscellaneous Clippings 
 P1 – P100 

  (no P59, P88 or P89) 
 P100a – P149 

  (no P111) 
Box 13 P150 – P199 
 P200 – P269 
 P270 – P335 

  (no P320 – 325) 
 P 336 – P380 
 P381 – P449 

  (no 389, P434 – P443) 
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 P450 – P549 
  (no P491, P496 or P512) 

Box 14 P550 – P615 
  (no P565) 

 P 616 – P680 
 P681 – P749 
 P750 – P799 

  (no 755) 
 P800 – P899 

  (no P830, P852 or P883) 
Box 15 P900 – P975 

  (no 922) 
 P976 – P1009 

P1110 – P1135 
  (no 988 or P998) 

 P1136 – P1140 
 P1141 – P1145 
 P1146 – P1169 
 P1170 – P1199 
Box 16 P1200 – P1206 
 Barbara Pym 
 Scarborough 
 Status of Women in the Church  1/2 
 Status of Women in the Church  2/2 
 Women & Music.  Women Composers through the Ages 
 Volume 1  1/2 
 Volume 1  2/2 
 Volume 2 
 Volume 3 
Box 17 Volume 4 
 Volume 5 
 Women & Sport 
 Antiquity 
 Middle Ages 
 Early Modern Period 
 Modern Period  1/2 
 Modern Period  2/2 
 Notes 
 The Reunion 
 June Sandersen  1/3 
Box 18 June Sandersen  2/3 
 June Sandersen  3/3 
 Marjorie [Siggins] 
 Sandra (Amos) Stone  ½ 
 Sandra (Amos) Stone  2/2 
 Table of Contents 
 Gail Towner  1/3 
 Gail Towner  2/3 

  (includes photographs) 
Box 19 Gail Towner  3/3 
 Gay Twiner  1/2 
 Gay Twiner  2/2 
 Margaret Wood  ½ 
 Margaret Wood  2/2 
 Louise Zurosky  1/3 
 Louise Zurosky  2/3 



2000-23 Maggie Siggins 7 / 7 

  (includes photographs) 
Box 20 Louise Zurosky 
  
  
 Audio Cassettes 
 20 – 21  Bartlett, Dale 
 22  Bartlett, Dale/Esperance, Norah 
 1 – 4  Beattie, Mary 
 5 – 8  Campbell (Bywater), Lynne 
 9 – 10  Carpenter, Catherine 
 11 – 15  Davey, Judy 
 16 – 19  Doran (Inglis), Pat 
 23, 24  Freeland, Doug 
 25 – 30  Gray, Mary   
 31 – 35  Griffin, Daphne 
 26 – 38, 98  Hearne, Adèle 
 39 – 41  Holmes, Frances 
 42 – 47  Jordan (Kirk), Betty 
 48 – 53  Koehnke (Quinn), Ursula 
 54 – 59  Lemos, Mary 
 60, 61  Lindsay, Isobel 
 62 , 63  Lye, Elizabeth/Bill 
 64 – 70  MacKenzie, Danielle 
 71 – 75  Mastin, Elizabeth 
 76 – 79  Matthews, Noreen 
 80  McCarthy, Doris 
 81 – 91  Megow, Ingrid 
 92 – 96  Mode, Gwen 
 97  Mitchell, Peter 
 99  M_________, Kathy 
 100 – 102  Omerud, Elizabeth 
 103 – 107  Robbins, Bill/Walter 
 108 – 112  Sandersen, June 
 113  Sex Think Tank 
 114  [Siggins], Marjorie 
 115  Sports 
 116 – 119, 137  Stone (Amos), Sandra 
 120 – 124  Towner, Gail 
 125 – 128  Twiner, Gay 
 129 – 133  Unknown 
 134 – 136  Wiebe, Gerhard 
 138, 139  Wood, Margaret 
 140 – 146  Zurosky, Louise 
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