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Biographical Sketch:  Arthur McKay was born on September 11, 1926, in Nipawin, 
Saskatchewan.  He studied in Calgary at the Provincial Institute of Technology and Art from 1946 
to 1948 and later studied at the Academie de La Grande Chaumiere in Paris, France, at 
Columbia University in New York and at the Barnes Foundation in Merion, Pennsylvania. 
 
McKay was hired as a Special Lecturer in Art with the School of Fine Arts at Regina by Ken 
Lochhead and became associate professor of art in 1956, he served as the Director of the School 
of Art from 1964 to1967 and then spent a term teaching art at the Nova Scotia College of Art in 
1967-68.  Returning to Canada, McKay taught at the University of Regina as an Associate 
Professor until his retirement in 1987. 
 
He attended and helped plan the Emma Lake Artists’ Workshops in 1955 with Jack Shadbolt, the 
1957 workshop with Wil Barnet and 1959 workshop with Barnett Newman. 
 
McKay is known as one of the Regina Five who exhibited at the National Gallery in 1961. These 
five artists were considered to be leaders of the Canadian abstract art movement.  McKay’s work 
has been shown all across Canada and in the United States, his work was included in the Los 
Angeles exhibition organized by the New York art critic, Clement Greenberg entitled "Post- 
Painterly Abstraction" in 1964 and was one of only three Canadians included in this show. 
 
McKay is most noted for his "mandalas" (scraped enamel using circular and rectangular formats 
creating highly contemplative images which reflect his interest in Zen Buddhism).  McKay died in 
2000. 
 
Scope and Content:  This material ranges in date from 1950 to 1984.  It is comprised of material 
by or pertaining to Arthur McKay. 
 
Access Restrictions:  There are no access restrictions to this collection. 
 
Custodial History:  This material was transferred to the Archives and Special Collections by 
Timothy Long, Curator of the MacKenzie Art Gallery. 
 
Related Accessions: 2000-36, 2000-44, 2005-25. 
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Box 1 FILE 1 1950-1985 
 
 Biographical Information with CV        n.d. 
 Correspondence from Barnett Newman suggesting Lawrence Alloway for a workshop 1964 
 Correspondence from daughter Lori         n.d. 
 Correspondence with Canadian Plains Research Institute  
  Draft Outline for article “Prairie Artists”        n.d. 
 Featuring (article) Art McKay Canadian Art        March/ April 19[63] 
 Featuring (article) Bill Holm, Willie Seaweed and the Problem of  
  Northwest Coast Indian “Art”:  A review article by Ames, Michael M. in  
  BC Studies, no. 64,        Winter 1984-85 
 Seven Characteristics of Zen Art         n.d. 
 Writing by McKay – Gerry-Anne Siwek Art Show review      n.d. 
 Writing by McKay on La Ronge artist Robert Dalby (1924-1981)     n.d. 
 Writing by McKay on the Emma Lake Artists’ Workshop:  an appreciation,   
   in Arts Canada Magazine       1964 [Spring] 
 Writing by McKay on the History on the Regina College Art  
  Department from 1950 to 1984        n.d. 


