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Biographical Sketch:  Frederick (Fred) John Wagner was born on a farm near Francis, Saskatchewan in 
1908, attended Luther Academy at Melville and then graduated from Luther College in Regina. Wagner 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1929 from Capital University in Ohio and his Master of Arts degree in 
English literature from the University of Minnesota in 1937.  He returned to Regina and taught at Luther 
College from 1933 to 1965, acted as Dean of Men from 1935 to 1949 and at the University of Regina 
English Department from 1965 until retirement in 1976.  He was granted the title of Professor Emeritus in 
1978.   
 
Wagner’s most well known publication is a biography of Victorian novelist, J.H. Shorthouse. Wagner passed 
away in December 1984. 
 

Elizabeth Seitz, 2015 
 
Joseph Henry Shorthouse (1834-1903)  Born in Birmingham and educated at Grove School in Tottenham, 
Shorthouse was a chemical manufacturer and novelist.  His first book, John Inglesant, printed in 1881 
became a success.  The story was considered fascinating by its style, religious undertones and well-
depicted scenes.  Other novels by Shorthouse include The Little Schoolmaster Mark, Sir Percival, The 
Countess Eve, and A Teacher of the Violin, and an essay, The Platonism of Wordsworth.  Shorthouse died 
in March 1903. 

 
Elizabeth Seitz, 2015 

 
Scope and Content: This collection contains approximately 1.5 meters of textual information related to 
Wagner’s research and the publication of his book about Victorian author J.H. Shorthouse.  It ranges in 
dates from 1899 to 1979. 
 
Three files in this collections are closed. 
 
Future Accruals: Future Accruals are not expected. 
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Box 1  Department of English 
  Exams 
 1 1/7 
 2 2/7 
 3 3/7 
 4 4/7 
 5 5/7 
 6 6/7 
 7 7/7 
 8 Findings of the Sub-Examiners in the Departmenal Examinations 1956, 1959, 1961 
CLOSED 9 Letters of Recommendation 1967-1969, 1971, 1972, 1974 
  Lectures / speeches 
 10 Activity Night March 25, 1938 
 11 Drama in the School 
 12 Gyro Club 
 13 Luther College n.d., 1927 
 14 Luther Graduation Banquet 1968 
 15 Mitchell, W.O. 1/2 1972 
 16 Mitchell, W.O. 2/2 1972 
Box 2 17 Omnicron Alpha 1938, 1939 
 18 Problems of Teaching Chaucer 
 19 Saskatchewan English Teachers Association 1971, 1973 
 20 Teachers Convention 1965 
 21 University Careers Night May 3, 1967 
 22 Unknown 1/2 
 23 Unknown 2/2 
CLOSED 24 Requisitions and Account Statements 1975, 1976 
  Teaching Material 
 25 English 210 
 26 English 222 
 27 Torn Up Notes To Students and From Students  
  Miscellaneous 
 28 Saskatchewan Pool Country Elevator System 1947-1948 
 29 Writing by Lunney, C.A., M.B.D., L. Crossman, S. Cowasjee, William 

Chadwick 
  Personal 
  F.J. Wagner  
 30 Annual Faculty Information Form, 1969-1974 
 31 Class Notes 17 Century Prose 1931-1932 
 32 Class Notes Essentials in English 51, 52 1932 
 33 Class Notes [Modern Drama] n.d. 
 34 Class Notes Northern Mythology English 91-2, n.d. 
Box 3 35 Class notes, unknown 
 36 Collection of Poems by Various Authors 
CLOSED 37 Finances, Annual Statement of Pension Benefits (includes Jean Wagner) 

1969-1975 
 38 G.R. Wagner Correspondence – re:  sale of bull calf 1945, 1946, 1947 and 

Musical Instrument (horn) 1948 (to Mr. Leifeld) 
 39 Play Programmes (Fred and Jean’s) 1940, 1946 
 40 Term Papers 1/2, n.d. 1932-1936 
 41 Term Papers 2/2, n.d. 1932-1936 
 42 University of Minnesota Summer Session Commencement Exercises 1937 
 43 Writing and Plays by William (Bill) Latta (to J.F. Wagner) 
  J.H. Shorthouse 
  Research 
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 44 Bibliography of Books and Book Quotes 
 45 Biography with notes 
 46 Birmingham Information 
 47 Canada Council Application 1974 
 48 Countess Eve (with notes) 
 49 Index to MacMillan Archives 
 50 J.H. Shorthouse November 15, 1850 ‘to my Dear Lord’ 
 51 Letters (photocopies) 1899-1902 
Box 4 52 Manuscript Submissions 1967, 1970-1976 
 53 Notes on Library Books 
 54 Publication and Information 1953, 1966, 1970, 1974, 1976, 1978 
 55 Wagner to Shop Owner -  Purchased Shorthouse Scrapbooks 1973 
 56 W.H. Pater and Lady Cowper, 1881, 1883, 1893 
  Journal Articles 
 57 1880’s, the Catholic Church, Morality in Fiction 
 58 Antivivisection, Novels of the 1860’s, Charles I, Writing from the 

Gilded Age 
 59 Arthur Galton 
 60 Biography 
 61 Birmingham 
 62 Charles Kingsley 
 63 F.D. Maurice 
 64 George Eliot 
 65 George Gissing 
Box 5 66 Ghosts, Mysticism 
 67 History of Novels 
 68 Indexed Periodicals, 1898 
 69 John Inglesant 
 70 John Inglesant and J. H. Shorthouse 1/2 
 71 John Inglesant and J. H. Shorthouse 2/2 
 72 Mark Rutherford 
Box 6 73 Memorials from the Family, Wills, Genealogy 
 74 Miguel Molinas 
 75 Mrs. Humphrey Ward’s Robert Elsmere  
 76 Obituaries (with notes) 
 77 Plagiarism 
 78 Plot Summary 
 79 Publishing and Copyright 
 80 Quakers / Society of Friends, Church of England 
 81 Religious Fiction 
 82 Religions, Theological Romance, Victorian Literature 
Box 7 83 Samuel Butler  
 84 Sensation Fiction 
 85 Source Material 1/2 
 86 Source Material 2/2 
 87 Theology, Civil War, Quakers, Birmingham Friends Reading 

Society 1/2 
 88 Theology, Civil War, Quakers, Birmingham Friends Reading 

Society 2/2 
Box 8 89 Unsorted Notecards 
Box 9 90 Victorian Church, church and state, religion, machine / steam 

power, fiction 
 91 Victorian Novels – Digression – 1860-1900 
 92 Victorian Morality, Anti-Intellectualism, Novelist and Publishers,  
 93 Victorian Romanticism, British Writers, Gad’s Hill House 
 94 Victorian Writers [Obituaries] 
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 95 W.H. Pater (with notes) 
 96 W.H. Pater and Matthew Arnold 
 97 Women Authors 
  Writing By F.J. Wagner 
  J.H. Shorthouse  
 98 Biography (Preliminary) 
 99 Bibliograph, Biographical 
 100 Bulletin of Biography Submission n.d. 
Box 10 101 Chapter Drafts 1/4 
 102 Chapter Drafts 2/4 
 103 Chapter Drafts 3/4 
 104 Chapter Drafts 4/4 
 105 Criticism:  An Overview and Bibliography 
 106 Dictionary of Literary Biographies Victorian Fiction Volume (Shorthouse) 
 107 Draft 1/2 
Box 11 108 Draft 2/2 
 109 Manuscript - Incomplete 
 110 Manuscript - With Edits 
 111 Manuscript - First Submitted Version 1/2 
 112 Manuscript - First Submitted Version 2/2 
 113 2nd Submitted Version March 1979 1/2 
 114 2nd Submitted Version March 1979 2/2 
Box 12 115 Notes 1/5 
 116 Notes 2/5 
 117 Notes 3/5 
 118 Notes 4/5 
 119 Notes 5/5 
 120 Notes about Shorthouse 
 121 Notes and References for Chapters 1/3 
Box 13 122 Notes and References for Chapters 2/3 
 123 Notes and References for Chapters 3/3 
 124 Notes regarding writers writing about John Inglesant 
 125 Rose Town Eagle 
 126 [The Dangling Man] 
 


