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Biographical Sketch: Kenneth Ronald Mitchell was born at Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. Since 1969, 
he has resided in Regina. 
 
He attended the University of Saskatchewan, Regina Campus and earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1965 
and a Masters of Arts in 1967. 
 
As well as teaching Introductory English, Canadian Literature and Creative Writing workshops, he has 
conducted senior and Honours classes in Modern Canadian Literature and Creative Writing. 
 
Besides his professorship in the Department of English at the University of Regina, he has been 
appointed Visiting Professor, University of Victoria 1975-76; Instructor, Banff School of Fine Arts 1977, 
1978 and 1980; Scottish-Canadian Exchange Fellow, University of Edinburgh, Scotland 1979-
80;Foreign Expert, University of Nanking, China 1980-81; and Foreign Expert, Foreign Affairs College, 
Beijing, China 1986-87; he was also Director of Creative Writing at the Saskatchewan Summer School 
of the Arts from 1970 to 1975. 
 
His published works include Wandering Rafferty, The Meadowlark Connection, Cruel Tears, Sinclair 
Ross: a Reader’s Guide, Ken Mitchell Country, The Shipbuilder, The Plainsman, and Stones of the 
Dalai Lama. His poems, interviews, stories, articles and plays have been published in over 45 
anthologies and collections. He has produced over 20 plays. They include Heroes (produced over 50 
times in Canada, United States, England, Germany, New Zealand, Turkey and Scotland), Cruel Tears, 
Davin, The Politician, The Great Cultural Revolution and Gone the Burning Sun (produced in Canada, 
China, Scotland and Ireland). Besides writing the The Hounds of Notre Dame, The Shipbuilder, The 
Giant, The Dream Seekers and other film scripts, he has lectured and presented papers in Canada, 
United States, Germany, Scotland, China, Mexico, England, Finland, Ireland and India. He has given 
numerous literary readings throughout the world. He has performed over 15 roles in Canada, Ireland, 
Scotland, Germany, India and China. 
 
His roles in professional associations are: Founding Chairman, Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild 1969 to 
1971; Founding Editor, Grain 1973; Member, National Council, Writers’ Union of Canada, 1974-75; 
Founding Member, Saskatchewan Writers’ Colony 1978; Edinburgh Playwright’s Workshop 1980 and 
Saskatchewan Playwright Centre 1982; Mexico-Canada Writers’ Colloquium, Guanajuato, Mexico 
1982; member, National Board, Guild of Canadian Playwrights, 1982 – 1984; member, National Board, 
Playwrights Canada, 1983 – 1984; and Vice-president, Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild 1987 – 1989. 
 
 
Scope and Content: This collection consists predominately of material from 1988 to 1993 but some 
does exist from as early as 1976 and as late as 1993. This collection totals 2.1 meters of textual 
records consisting of eight series: Correspondence, Personal, Professional Activities, Professional 
Association, Teaching Career, Writing, Writing about Others and Writings by Others. Of particular note 
are the scripts, manuscripts and background research for his plays, books and radio plays. 
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Box 1 CORRESPONDENCE 
1985 – June 1989 

(1 photograph enclosed) 
July 1989 – 1990 
1991 

(2 photographs enclosed) 
1992 – 1993 
Career: 1989 – 1993 
Chinese Nationals: 1991 – 1992 
Foreign Affairs: 1984 – 1987 
Government, Business and Industry. 1988 – 1993 
Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee: 1993 
National Film Board: 1987 – 1988 
O’Hagan, Howard: 1976 – 1979 
Other Writers: 1987 – 1993 
Personal 

1989 – 1993 
Cosbey, Robert: nd. 
Crook, David and Isabelle: 1989 – 1991 
Crossman, Lester (Les). 1991 – 1993 
Davis, Janet and Johnson, David: 1988 – 1991 
Groome, Agnes: 1991 
Hicks, John (Jack): 1989 – 1991 

Box 2  Hobbie, Barbara, Pick and Max: 1989 – 1991 
Ken and Isabelle: 1990 – 1991 
M________, Linda and Rod: c. 1989 – 1992 
MacPherson, Auntie May: 1988 – 1993 
Mitchell, James (Jim): 1987 – 1991 
Mitchell, Kevin: 1990 
Molnar Judit: 1990 – 1993 
Pafifiojioury Ninofaos: 1989 – 1991 
Rose, Lin and Gordon: 1989 – 1992  

(2 photographs enclosed) 
Shami, Jeanne: 1989 – 1993 

(also includes Andrew and Julia) 
Steele Peter: 1988 – 1991 
Wu Jingrong: 1989 
Zhang Dongcheng: 1989 

Regina Public Library Writer–in–Residence 
Committee: 1993 – 1994  

re: Sinclair Ross 
Correspondence with Others: 1990 – 1993 

Sookmyung Women s University: 1988 
Taylor, Michael: 1982 – 1986 
 

PERSONAL 
New Democratic Party National Convention:  1989 

(1 Oversize Newspaper) 
Political Campaign 

All–Candidates Forum 
February 6, 1990 
March 4, 1990 

(1 audio cassette tape) 
Correspondence: 1990 – 1991 

Box 3   Financial Information 
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Neighbourhood Gala Auction Fundraiser 
Nomination Meeting: March 24, 1990 
Notes 
Other Candidates: 
Photographs 

(7 photographs enclosed) 
Policy 

General 
Background Information 

Publicity 
Regina Lake Centre Ne Democratic Party 

Constituency Association  
Meetings 
Neighbourhood Arts Gala: March 25, 1991 

(1 oversize item) 
(1 audio cassette tape) 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
1989 – 1993 
The Great Electrical Motion Picture 

Production Company Inc.: 1989 
Literacy Campaign 

Canadian and American Organizations. 
1988 
1988 

“Proposal for Personal Literacy 
Campaign.” University of Regina: 
1987 – 1988 
Publicity: 1988 

Readings and Workshops 
1988 – 1993 

(1 oversize itex 
Box 4  Canada–Korea Forum on Korea–Canada in Emerging Asia–Pacific 

Community: March 16 – 18, 1988 
(1 oversize item) 

Canadian Authors at Kelsey: 1990 
CBC and Freedom of Speech: June 21, 1989 
Centre of Canadian Studies. University College, Cork County. Ireland 

The Scottish Influence on Canadian Literature: Association of   
Canadian Studies Conference. Cobh, Ireland: May 8 – 10, 1991 

Centre of Canadian Studies. University of Edinburgh 
Biography and History: a Canadian/Irish Colloquium: May 2 – 4, 1991 
Correspondence: 1991 

(1 photograph enclosed) 
(2 oversize items) 

The Scottish Influence on Canadian Literature Conference: May 9 – 
12, 1991 

Davin School: 1991 
Festival of the Written Arts, Sechelt, British Columbia 

1988 – 1989 
August 13 – 16, 1992 

(2 oversize items) 
Grant McEwan Community College: 1991 
Moose Jaw Central Collegiate: 1989 – 1993 
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Moose Jaw Chautauqua: 1992 
National Book Festival: 1989 – 1993 
Norman Mackenzie Art Gallery: 1990 – 1993 
Regina Public Library: 1989 – 1993 
Robert Mckee Story Structure Seminar: 1989 
Saskatchewan Literary Award of Merit Dinner: 1990 
Saskatchewan Writers Guild: 1988 – 1993 
Spring Writes, Montreal: May 29 – June 13, 1982 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIAT IONS 
ACTRA Writers Guild 
International PEN. 
Playwrights’ Union of Canada: 1989 – 1991 
[Saskatchewan] Artists/Writers Colony Committee 
Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild: 1988 – 1991 
Writers’ Guild of Canada 
Writers Union of Canada: 1988 – 1990 
 
 

TEACHING CAREER 
Nanking University 

Correspondence 
1980 – 1982 

(59 photographs enclosed) 
1980 – 1982 

Student Papers 
Box 5   Okanagan College 

Summer School 1991: CRW 101 
University of Regina 

Creative Writing [Class] 
1990 Fall Semester 
1990 Fall Semester 

Correspondence 
1970, 199 – 1993 
Students: 1989 – 1992 

English 309: 1991 Winter Semester 
Student Papers 
Student Papers 
 
 

WRITING 
General Catalogue  
“Ancient History” 
Awards 

Box 6   “Booze” 
“Booze” 
“Booze” 

“Coming of Age” 
“Commercial League” 
Correspondence 

n.d., 1988 – 1991 
1992 – 1993 
Carlton Comprehensive High School 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan: 1990 – 1991 
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Contracts: 1988 – 1992 
Fifth House Publishers: 1989 – 1992 
Globe Theatre: 1989 
Grants: 1990 – 1992 
Greystone Books: 1990 – 1993 
NeWest Press: 1991 – 1992 
Richmond, Brian: 1985 – 1988 
Royalties: 1989 – 1993 

Box 7  “La Crosse’ 
Background In formation 
Background Inf ormat ion 
“Historical Research on the Aboriginal Rights and  

Claims of the Metis People” 
Correspondence 
Notes 

“Cruel Tears” 
Correspondence 

Humphrey and the Dumptrucks: 1988 - 1989 
“Davin: the Politician” 

Manuscript 
Manuscript 
Play 1 

“The Dream Seekers.” Series 
“Gettjng to Kithira” 
“Going Out There” 
“Gone the Burning Sun” 

Background Research 
Background Research 
China Tour and Toronto Workshop 

Productions 
(1 oversize item) 

Box 8   Correspondence 
1983 – 1391 

(1 oversize item) 
China Tour: 1982 – 1988 

Notes 
Performance Scripts, Scotland and Ireland: 1991 
Performance Tours 
British Columbia Manitoba and Ontario: 1991 – 1992 
International 1991 – 1992 

(1 computer diskette) 
Saskatchewan: 1991 – 1992 
Yukon: May 2– 6, 1989 

(oversize poster) 
“Proqrammes 
Publicity 
Scripts 

China Tour: May – June 1983 
Chinese Version 
Corrections: nd. 

Box 9 n.d. 
n.d. 
n d. 
Revisions: nd. 
Second Draft: n.d. 
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May 1982 
March 1983 
August 1983 
November 1983 
Guelph Spring Festival: May 7 – 12; May 31 – June 1 and May 9, 12 and 
June 2, 1981 
Final Draft/Revisions: August 1984 
Playwrights Canada Version: 1984 

Box 10  Revisions: 1987 
Globe Theatre Version: 1983 
Revisions: April 1991 
Scotland: 1991 

Grain
“The Great Cultural Revolution” 

 magazine  

Correspondence 
Publicity and Reviews 
Scripts 

Script: nd. 
Script: January 1981 
“The Great Electrical Revolution” 

“Harvest of Change”  
“Heroes” 
“Mr. Groome” 
“Melody Farm” 

Agreement 
Correspondence 
Manuscripts 
Manuscripts 
Notes 
Photographs 

(16 photographs enclosed) 
Publicity and Reviews 

“The Old Well” 
“The Plainsmen” 

General 
Correspondence: 1985 
Notes 
Publicity 
Scripts 

n.d. 
Fourth Draft: September 29, 1985 

Box 11    1986 
Obsolete Draft: 1987 
Revised: June 1992  

“The Politician” 
Notes 
Publicity and Reviews 

Publicity 
“Qu‘Appelle” 

Agreement 
Background Information 

(2 oversize items) 
Calling Lake Community Project 

Committees 
Community Play material 
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Correspondence 
Financial Records 
Manuscripts 
Notes 
Publicity and Reviews  

“Rebels in Time” 
Agreement 
Correspondence 
Introduction 
Notes 
Publicity and Reviews 

“Revolution” 
“The Shipbuilder” 

Finland Trip 
“Stones of the Dalai Lama” 

Background Information 
Background Information 

(1 photograph enclosed) 
Background Information 

(2 photographs enclosed) 
Box 12    Bismarck/Mandan, North Dakota 

Minnesota Twins Baseball Club 1987 
Correspondence 
Cover 

“The Dalai Lama of Tibet as Spiritual and Temporal Leader” 
Epilogue 
Manuscript 
n.d. 
n.d. 

pages 1 – 185 
pages 186 – 350 

n.d. (Incomplete) 
pages 318 – 466 

Box 13  1989 
pages 1 – 149 
pages 150 – 299 
pages 300 – 341 

December 1990 
pages 1 – 210 
pages 211 – 452 

January 1991 
pages 1 – 185 
pages 186 – 352 

Box 14   pages 353 – 447 
November 8, 1991 

pages 1 – 210 
pages 211 – 452 

Book One 
n.d. 
September 1987 (incomplete) 

Book Two 
February 1989 

Book Three 
n.d. 
“Farewell Picadilly” Book III, Chapter I 
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February 1989 
Corrected Version, July 1992 

pages 1 – 229 
pages 230 – 447 

Corrections, n.d. 
Box 15  Galley Proof, 1993 

[Last Draft before Galley Proof ] n.d. 
Proofed and Corrected Version, January 6, 1992 

pages 1 – 149 
pages 150 – 299 
pages 300 – 317 

Proofed Version, July 26. _______ 
pages 1 – 115 
pages 116 – 230 

Box 16    pages 231 – 344 
Memorandum of Agreement 
Notes 
Publicity and Reviews  

“Through the Nan Pa Gate: a China Journey  
“Wind in the Willows” 

Background Information 
(4 oversize items) 

Budget 
Correspondence: 1981 – 1992 
Manuscripts 
Notes 
Prairie Island Theatre Association 
Incorporated 
Publicity 

(2 oversize item) 
Soundtrack 

(1 audio cassette) 
“Witches and Idiots” 

Correspondence 
Manuscript 
 
 

WRITING ABOUT OTHERS 
Writing about Others 
 
 

WRITINGS BY OTHERS 
Steele, Peter 

Box 17  “Our Atlin” 
Pages 1 – 159 
Pages 160 – 216 

Wolfson, Steve 
“Museum of the Past” 
Reviews 

 
 


