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Abstract 

 

Background and Context. Vaccine hesitancy refers to the postponement in accepting or 

declining vaccination despite availability of vaccination services1. In Canada, 2% of all children 

2 years of age remain under vaccinated against vaccine preventable diseases and only 6% of 

children 0-4 have received their primary series of the COVID-19 vaccine, leaving 1.7 million 

children vulnerable2.  Arguably, vaccine hesitancy is more ubiquitous than once thought.  A 

preliminary search of the literature suggests that safety, vaccine efficacy3 and trust in public 

health officials4 impacts vaccine hesitancy, however we don’t know the reasons “why” parents 

hesitate.  here is also a lack of description of vaccine hesitant parent stories within family units 

where some of their children have been vaccinated and others remain under vaccinated 

intentionally. Further, there is little research concerning nursing’s role in this phenomenon and 

what this population would want from us. Contextualizing parental vaccine hesitancy requires 

understanding that the parents’ behaviour is also influenced by nurses as one of the most trusted 

healthcare professionals. How does our positionality and our codes of ethics factor into our role 

and responsibilities especially in terms of the ethical principles of autonomy, beneficence, justice 

and non-maleficence5.  

 

Objective: The goal of my presentation is to introduce my doctoral area of inquiry and engage 

conference participants in a discussion about how doctoral nursing research can enable better 

understanding of parental vaccine hesitancy by exploring the following:  

i. What theoretical lens/approach would be most knowledge generative and appropriate?  

ii. What methodological structure would generate new knowledges and practices?  

iii. What potential dangers await the nurse wanting to engage in vaccine hesitancy research?  

iv. What considerations should the nurse give to working with vulnerable populations?  
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