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Abstract

Research Problem: It is projected that cancer will become the primary global cause of death
within the next 30 years. Although opioid intervention is necessary to manage moderate to severe
cancer-associated pain, significant disparities in prescribing patterns persist. However, our
understanding of the social determinants that influence opioid prescribing is still limited.

Objective: To define opioid prescribing and explore attributes, antecedents, consequences,
empirical indicators, and clinical implications in the context of moderate to severe cancer-
associated pain.

Methods: Walker and Avant's method was utilized.

Data Source: A literature review was conducted using databases including CINAHL, PubMed,
Scopus, and Google Scholar. From 136 records, 9 articles meeting inclusion criteria were
selected, focusing on social determinant factors associated with opioid prescribing for cancer-
associated pain.

Results: This concept analysis outlines key attributes of opioid prescribing, including provider
and patient characteristics, antecedents as social determinants factors, and consequences
categorized into intended and unintended outcomes, along with potential risk factors.
Prescription drug monitoring programs serve as empirical referents for assessing opioid
prescribing.

Clinical Implications: The proposed definition of opioid prescribing in the context of cancer-
associated pain underscores the importance of individualized pain assessment, shared decision-
making, ongoing monitoring, and interdisciplinary collaboration in clinical practice. By
considering social determinant factors, individual patient characteristics, and evidence-based
guidelines, clinicians can optimize pain relief while minimizing the potential risks and adverse
effects associated with opioid prescribing.



