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With nursing and health care services under extreme pressures, reports of increased 
stressful workloads and concerns of retention amongst newly qualified nurses, it is 
imperative more than ever that our pre-registration nursing students are equipped, prepared 
and ready to lead. (Collard, Scammel & Tee 2020; Health Education England, HEE ,2021). 

Yet as a Higher Education Institute, working in partnership with clinical practice we know 
very little about the lived experiences of student nurses’ leadership learning that takes place 
in clinical practice throughout their 3-year nursing programme (NMC 2018). 

A qualitative methodological approach chosen, using Moustakas (1994) descriptive 
phenomenology, DP, to describe and understand pre- registration nursing student lived 
experiences of leadership learning and teaching during their clinical practice placements. 

 

A pilot study already completed testing out the chosen methodology,  the data collection 
methods of semi structured interviews and use of images. 

The main study aims to recruit, 12-15 part 3 pre- registration nursing students across 3 
different HEI. Data collected by semi structured interviews and use of images to describe 
students lived experiences. To date 9 interviews have been conducted over the 3 HEIs. Data 
analysis will be completed using Moustakas DP approach.  

Some initial key findings identified, students confidence, learner needs, the placement 
learning culture/environment, role modelling, leadership learning opportunities available, 
concept of leadership  

Illuminating the nursing students lived experiences about leadership learning in clinical 
practice, may also benefit other HEIs, practice placement providers and other regulatory 
bodies in relation curriculum development, review of pedagogy approaches used in practice 
learning. 

 

 

 


