
Barriers and Challenges Encountered in Nursing Program by Black Undergraduate 
Nursing Students in North America: A Scoping Review Protocol 

Black undergraduate students encounter numerous challenges in advancing their nursing 
education in North America. However, emerging literature demonstrate that Black students 
in North American nursing programs have untoward academic and non-academic 
experiences. Conducting a scoping review will increase comprehension of the extent of 
this evidence, assess gaps in the literature, and improve understanding of the current 
situation. The scoping review will explore the scope of literature on the nature of barriers 
and challenges encountered by Black undergraduate students in nursing programs within 
North American Universities i.e., Canada and the United States of America (excluding 
Mexico) based on proximity and non- English language, using JBI approaches. Using PCC 
mnemonic or population, concept, and context, this scoping review will include studies 
conducted on: (p) Black students’ in North American nursing programs (c) which explored 
the barriers and challenges to success in nursing education experiences of these students, 
and (c) studying in North American colleges or universities from 2004 to 2024 in the English 
language, and in peer-reviewed journal articles, grey literature, or seminal work 
respectively. Additionally, the eligible studies of Black students can self-identify them as 
African Americans, African Canadians, and Caribbean people of African descent in ages 18 
and over. No study sample gender restrictions will be applied.  

Preliminary themes from the scoping review denote that Black students lack support from 
faculty, and peers. They experience isolation, secondary to discrimination, racism, and 
prejudice from both instructors and peers. 
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