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Background: Polytechnic nursing programs continue to expand in response to the national 
nursing shortage, yet the achievement of academic success in these programs is not well 
understood. Polytechnic institutions in Canada focus on technical education, prioritizing human 
resource supply to local industries. Despite increasing polytechnic enrollment, there is a dearth 
of literature about the academic experiences of undergraduate nursing students in these learning 
environments.  

Aim: To generate a theory of academic success achievement in polytechnic nursing education.  

Objective: To explore the processes and strategies used by nursing students in polytechnics to 
achieve academic success and offer findings that will inform equitable and inclusive approaches 
to admissions, curriculum design and academic support in these nursing programs.  

Methods: Drawing on qualitative data collected through in-depth interviews and iterative data 
analysis, constructivist grounded theory is being used to explore the interpretations and meanings 
attached to academic success by polytechnic undergraduate nursing students.  

Implications: This study contributes to both theoretical understanding and practical insights into 
fostering academic success among undergraduate nursing students in polytechnics. A deeper 
understanding of the dynamics shaping academic success in this context can inform the 
development of tailored interventions and support mechanisms to enhance student outcomes and 
educational experiences for at-risk students. By highlighting the advantages of constructivist 
grounded theory, such as its flexibility and ability to capture subjective realities, as well as 
addressing challenges such as researcher reflexivity and theoretical saturation, this study offers 
guidance for future researchers seeking to employ constructivist grounded theory in nursing 
education research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


