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Background: Indigenous peoples in Canada represent diverse nations and communities 
including First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples who have endured similar experiences of 
colonialism. Due to colonialism, Indigenous peoples experience significant health inequities and 
disparities when compared to the non-Indigenous population. There is evidence of increased 
rates of hospitalization among Indigenous peoples and acute care services for Indigenous patients 
in Canada have gained negative attention in the media, such as the death of Joyce Eschaquan. 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action make it clear that healthcare 
providers have a moral and legislated responsibility to improve Indigenous healthcare across 
Canada.   
 
Research Purpose/Question: This scoping review asks: what is reported in the literature about 
Indigenous peoples’ experiences in acute care from the perspectives Indigenous patients and 
bedside healthcare providers? Experiences will encompass patient perceptions, provider 
practices, and encounters between providers and patients in acute healthcare settings.    
 
Methods: The scoping review will be conducted according to the Joanna Briggs Institute 
method. An a priori protocol has been developed to determine relevant inclusion and exclusion 
criteria utilizing a population, concept, and context approach. The population includes adult and 
pediatric Indigenous patients and direct care providers (nurses, allied healthcare professional and 
others).  Acute care settings will include acute and intensive care in hospitals, emergency 
departments and nursing stations in Canada.  Scholarly literature and grey literature will be 
included. This scoping review aims to map the evidence available, identify gaps in the literature 
and inform future research, education, and potentially clinical practice.  
 


