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Abstract  
 
Research problem: PhD nursing education is a crucial pathway for preparing the next 
generation of nurse leaders and scholars. Despite growth in Canadian PhD nursing programs, 
ensuring a steady supply of doctoral-prepared nurses remains an ongoing challenge in 
Canada. Prior research has extensively examined the nursing PhD supervisor-student 
relationships, but there is limited research that has examined how how student-supervisor 
interactions during PhD research dissertation development and writing contributes to student 
scholarly and leadership potential.  

Objectives: To understand PhD students’ and faculty supervisors’ perspectives about the 
dissertation research process and its influence on the development of nurse scholars and 
leaders in Western Canada. 

Methods: Using interpretive description and purposive sampling, student participants and 
PhD supervisor participants from nursing educational institutions that offer PhD programs 
across Western Canada will be invited to participate in individual interviews to create data. 
Each interview will be 45 to 60 minutes over Zoom or in-person and these conversations will 
be audio recorded. Ethics approval from the University of Alberta (Pro00136183) has been 
received and data collection is currently in progress.  

Significance: Examining Canadian graduate nursing students’ and supervisors' perspectives 
is needed to understand their views and identify potential factors that may be facilitating or 
hindering the development of scholarly and leadership abilities. Given current global health 
challenges, especially related to upholding justice and equity, and an ever-changing 
healthcare context, graduate education needs to develop strong nursing scholars and 
leaders. Findings from this research may reveal strategies that could be used to inform the 
dissertation research writing and scholarly development process in PhD programs. 

 
 


