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Issue: Paradigmatic clarity is essential in nursing research, yet the potential of certain paradigms 
remains underexplored. Critical pragmatism—a paradigm that integrates the practical orientation of 
pragmatism with the emancipatory lens of critical theory—resonated with us as two doctoral nursing 
students. However, its absence from the nursing literature left us with little guidance for how to apply it 
within our respective research. 
 
Objectives: Our objective was to explore and articulate how critical pragmatism can serve as a 
meaningful research paradigm for nursing scholars. We aimed to define its philosophical foundations 
and demonstrate its applicability through the lens of our doctoral work. 
 
Methods: Through reflexive dialogue, collaborative analysis, and review of the relevant literature, we 
co-authored a manuscript that traces the origins, principles, and potential of critical pragmatism in 
nursing. Our process drew on scholarly inquiry and personal narrative to illustrate our unique 
positionalities along the critical–pragmatic continuum. 
 
Results: The resulting manuscript provides a working definition of critical pragmatism and a framework 
for its application in nursing research. It offers conceptual clarity, methodological flexibility, and 
grounding in nursing values and practice.  
 
Significance: This work opens new possibilities for nurse researchers seeking a paradigm that integrates 
the practical aspects of nursing with a commitment to social justice and health equity. We hope it 
encourages deeper engagement with this underutilized paradigm and fosters methodological innovation 
in nursing scholarship. 
 



 


