PACS

MEETING NOTES

Wednesday 19 December 2012 / 2:00 – 3:00 pm / AH527

MEMBERS

T Chase (Chair), K Arbuthnott, J. Crivea, A Dipple, D McMartin, K Peterson, R Petry, N
Wagner, J Woytuik

RESOURCE

C Reyda

REGRETS

L Benko

1. Call to order at 2:00 pm; agenda received. An additional item number 4 was added – Hard Rain Project
& Invitation to RCE’s from The Americas Meeting (R Petry).
2. 07 November 2012 meeting notes received without changes. Business Arising from the 07 November
meeting will be addressed at the 16 January, 2013 meeting. Regarding item #3 from the 07 meeting
notes, the Office of the Provost and Vice-President (Academic) will cover the cost of membership in the
AASHE (Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education) for this year. Brenda
and Carol will coordinate.
3. Strategic Planning for Sustainability – Carol Reyda made a presentation (attached as Appendix I). A
Sustainability Plan would address - A5 “Make the University a leader in environmental responsibility. Put
sustainability at the core of our teaching, research, and campus life” of the 2009-2014 Strategic Plan, as
well as the Campus Master Plan - “The university strives to attain the highest quality of sustainability
possible. It is proud of its sustainability goals and initiatives and strives to make them as visible as
possible. This hopes to foster a campus mindset that actively respects and continually questions how to
reduce human impact on the local environment.”
Sustainability plans are somewhat new but an overview of such documents/areas at other universities
indicate that most (if not all) are consultative, and have a smaller working group prepare a draft plan
which would have senior level support going forward.
There was consensus to involve students in identifying sustainability projects on campus via their
coursework (e.g. currently students are working on 1) new irrigation plan for the campus 2) Permeable
pavement options 3) Assessment of current recycling programs 4) Food waste on campus). University
faculty, staff and students could be invited to suggest projects. The new PACS webpage could be used to
better communicate sustainability initiatives etc. That page is online at
http://www.uregina.ca/president/committees/committee-on-sustainability.html.
PACS sees itself as a body that would help close the loop between project initiative = project work =
project end = and project report. PACS would receive the project report and would communicate to the
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campus/community current sustainability initiatives as well as help coordinate furthering sustainability
projects.
As per the PACS Terms of Reference a Sub (Ad Hoc) Committee was struck with the following
membership:
Carol Reyda (Chair)
Jocelyn Crivea
Anna Dipple
Dena McMartin (or Katherine Arbuthnott)
The Ad Hoc Committee was tasked with strategizing a project plan with 4-5 themes and return to PACS at
its 6 March meeting with a draft. The Ad Hoc Committee was encouraged to look for areas of
collaboration with other areas on campus, as well as the University of Saskatchewan and / or SIAST.
Goals to consider include – energy consumption, water use, waste management, enrollments in 10 years
(campus physical capacity, online and other mediated modes of delivery).
4. Hard Rain Project – Roger Petry (attached as Appendix II). 2015 exhibition – University Tour – UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). This item will return to the 16 January meeting for further
discussion. Roger also spoke to the invitation (attached as Appendix III) “The Second RCE’s from the
Americas Meeting 28 February – 2 March, Lima – Peru, 2013”. Anyone interested in attending should
contact Roger directly.
5. ADJOURNMENT at 3:15 pm

NEXT MEETING 16 January 2013, 9:30 – 11:00 am (AH 206)
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APPENDIX I

APPENDIX II

From: Mark Edwards [mailto:MarkEdwards@hardrainproject.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 7:27 AM
To: Charles Hopkins
Subject: Hard Rain SDG project

Dear Professor Charles Hopkins,
Stephen Sterling gave me your contact details. He thought you might like to
consider hosting the Hard Rain exhibition. I do hope you find the project
interesting.
The exhibition will launch simultaneously at 100 universities around the world in
2015 and will respond to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) initiative.
The purpose of SDGs is to provide a framework for governments to work together
to address the broad challenges of poverty eradication, environmental protection
and sustainable consumption and production, and provide the foundation for a
global green economy. The purpose of the exhibition is to bring these issues alive
for students and a broad cross-section of the public, and to demonstrate that
sustainable human progress is possible.
The outdoor exhibition opens with Bob Dylan’s lyric, "A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall",
illustrated with pictures that illustrate global challenges in a moving and
unforgettable way (see Hard Rain). More than 15 million people on every
continent have viewed it in universities, city centres, botanic gardens, and at the
United Nations headquarters since its launch in 2006. One of the most successful
photographic exhibitions ever created, it has attracted huge public and critical
acclaim, along with the support and endorsement of political and environmental
leaders across the world. Hard Rain is a vivid reminder of the price of inaction and
draws visitors to the second part of the exhibition.
Whole Earth? is a new display. It offers solutions in the areas of climate, energy,
fresh water, oceans and agriculture, but also in areas such as human rights and
economic rule-making. It proposes some new ways of thinking. And it gets
personal: it wants to know what visitors are going to do now – now that they
understand the problems and know that solutions are available. Whole Earth? will
be adapted to present the SDG initiative and highlight challenges facing the next
generation of political and business leaders (see Whole Earth? ) and the 4-minute
film about Whole Earth? featuring Jan Eliasson, Deputy Secretary-General, United
Nations Making Peace with Nature. The exhibition may be customized by each
university to demonstrate what it and its students are doing to implement
sustainable development. These initiatives will be shared on the Hard Rain Project
website to help cross-fertilize sustainable solutions and encourage a wider range
of universities to engage with the issues.
I am very pleased to say that 20 venues have already agreed in principle to host
Hard Rain. This is an encouraging response to an invitation to a limited list of
universities and botanic gardens. This will be the first photo exhibition to open
simultaneously on every continent and it will help generate media coverage of the
individual exhibitions and debate around the issues.

Please do consider the wider outline below, and get in touch to register your
interest in being part of the project.
All best wishes,
Mark Edwards
Hard Rain: Whole Earth? Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) project
The SDG initiative sets goals that challenge all countries, rich and poor. This is an
opportunity to break down outdated barriers that hinder human development. As
Whole Earth? makes clear, in the face of climate change, “All countries are
'developing countries' now, needing to develop new, lower-carbon ways of
heating, air-conditioning, moving around, manufacturing, farming and
prospering.” This sets the scene for a project that will reflect the aims and
objectives of the SDGs while keeping an independent outlook.
Our experience reaching some 15 million people with Hard Rain gives us the
experience and contacts we need to reach audiences in the Americas, Africa,
Europe, Australia and Asia (see past venues) with a programme of events
involving leading environmental thinkers and artists in each country.
University tour
Universities have gone from being cautious on sustainable development –
because it does not fit into the standard academic curriculum – to being on the
cutting edge as many of them drive interdisciplinary research and demonstrate
how big institutions can be sustainable in terms of food, water, energy and land
use.
Most important, a lot of this progress is steered by students, leading on campuses
today and leading their societies tomorrow.
I am contacting universities from the Arctic to the tropics that are taking the lead
in sustainable development with an invitation to host the Hard Rain: Whole Earth?
SDG exhibition. The simultaneous launch will maximize media coverage for each
display and for the project as a whole. The exhibitions will be linked so that
students at host universities can communicate across campuses and countries to
mobilize in support of the SDG programme.
Each university will be encouraged to arrange talks by dynamic speakers on
sustainable development. The talks may be streamed to other host universities
and will be available to a wider audience on the Hard Rain Project website. The
exhibition also provides host universities with the opportunity to arrange
workshops on “green” and ethical employment opportunities, and advice and
support for students wishing to set up new NGOs to power the new wave of

sustainable human progress.
Short films
The exhibition will be expanded with a series of short films that show proven
examples of sustainable development that each host country would like to
showcase as an example of sustainable development that could be grown, spread
and adopted in other communities. The films will be screened at exhibition
venues, circulated to universities, schools and communities, and uploaded to
YouTube with an invitation to visitors to add films of their own solutions. Local
people involved in the sustainable development efforts will narrate these films –
and local people will star in them. Taken together, they will show that
development is being made sustainable by governments, city authorities and
entrepreneurs all over the world.
Involving artists
Political and business leaders will determine the SDGs, but the arts world needs to
play its part to translate the goals into a movement that leads to real change. The
inspiration for Hard Rain was Bob Dylan’s song “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall”. The
outdoor exhibition brought global challenges to a new audience that had largely
ignored sustainable development. We plan to take this approach a step further
and launch the new exhibition with concerts and performance events that bring
alive the environmental challenges facing civilization.
The challenge
By scaling up and spreading examples of sustainable best practice we aim to help
create a culture that demands a massive turn towards sustainable human
progress as the planetary norm. When it comes to saving civilization, people
argue fiercely about the best solutions. Wind power or solar? Carbon tax or cap
and trade? Top down or bottom up? It is becoming clear that all solutions are
going to be needed, starting right now, and for a very long time in the future. The
Hard Rain: Whole Earth? SDG exhibition, films, talks and events will highlight
solutions that are bubbling up all over the planet.
Costs and commitments
Hard Rain Project is a not-for-profit organization. We anticipate funding to support
core production and admin costs, but expect to charge a hire fee of up to £4,000
per venue to cover the cost of printing and shipping the exhibition banners. The
lead time to 2015 allows for application to foundations or cleantech business
sponsors if this fee can’t be met from the host venues’ communications budgets.
At this stage we are looking for agreement in principle to host the project. When
we identify launch venues we will confirm the cost and ask for a firm commitment.
Contributors
Mark Edwards is one of the few environmental communicators to have
personally witnessed the global issues that are defining the 21st century.
Assignments for magazines, NGOs and United Nations agencies have taken him to

over 150 countries. One of the most widely published photographers in the world,
his pictures are in many international museums and private collections. In 1985
he founded Still Pictures, the world’s leading photo agency specializing in the
environment, social issues and nature.
Previous environmental exhibitions include Focus on Your World, a display of 400
large prints at Heathrow Airport. It was seen by over 5 million travellers. Mark has
written several bestselling books on photography and co-authored Changing
Consciousness with experimental physicist Professor David Bohm.
Bob Dylan is now in his sixth decade as the most influential singer-songwriter on
the planet. “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall” was written at the time of the Cuban
missile crisis, when the world was on the verge of nuclear wipe-out. Now we
understand that our environmental problems are just as desperate and just as
threatening as nuclear blasts.
www.bobdylan.com
Lloyd Timberlake has reported on environment and development issues from
more than 60 countries, and his articles have appeared in most of the world’s
major newspapers. He has written prize-winning books under his own name
(Africa in Crisis, Only One Earth, When the Bough Breaks) and books for
organizations such as the Brundtland Commission, the World Business Council for
Sustainable Development and the UN Environment Programme. He recently
advised President Obama’s National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil
Spill and Offshore Drilling.
He has been a visiting academic fellow at Imperial College, London, and at New
York University Law School. After graduating from Yale, he taught literature and
chicken farming to members of Southern African revolutionary parties and served
as honorary commandant of the Tanzanian Mounted Police Force. He now lives in
Washington DC and kayaks in the Chesapeake Bay.
____________________________________________
Mark Edwards
Hard Rain Project is a not for profit company
____________________________________________
199 Shooters Hill Road, London SE3 8UL, UK
+44 (0) 20 8858 8307
+44 (0)77 100 99 818
mark@hardrainproject.com
New exhibition and book from Hard Rain Project:
Whole Earth? Aligning human systems and natural systems
www.hardrainproject.com
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

APPENDIX III

THE SECOND RCE’s FROM
THE AMERICAS MEETING
28 FEBRUARY – 2 MARCH
Lima – Peru, 2013

Addressing

Sustainability Issues in the Americas
ESD Best Practices
Advising the UNESCO World Conference on ESD (2014)

AN INVITATION
RCE Lima-Callao (Peru), in close collaboration with United Nations University Institute of Advance Studies, the UNESCO
Chair at York University (Canada) as Regional Coordinator for RCEs in the Americas, Ministry of Education, Callao Regional
Government, Lima City Council, Red Ambiental Peruana, l´ Association pour la Pensée Complexe (APC - France), la
Corporación Complexus para el Desarrollo (Colombia), the National Assembly of Rectors (ANR – Peru), and the Ricardo
Palma University thru the Complex Thought Institute Edgar Morin (IPCEM- Peru) and others, invite you and your RCE
nd
th
nd
members to the 2 RCE’s of the Americas Meeting, Lima, Peru, February 28 – March 2 , 2013.
Following on from the successful first RCEs of the Americas Meeting in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, and other
regional meetings of RCEs in Europe and Asia, the RCE Lima-Callao in cooperation with the above mentioned institutions
will host the second RCEs of the Americas Meeting. The meeting will address a number of crucial issues facing both the RCEs
and more importantly the issues facing the regions they serve.
The concept of Regional Centres of Expertise in ESD which was conceived by the United Nations University as a contribution
to the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development is proving to be a valuable asset to the communities they
serve. Since its inception, more than 100 RCEs have been created worldwide. This year over twenty more applications will
be considered to join our global network.
Much has been achieved and learned in the RCEs including the need for collaboration, networking and professional
development. These needs are being facilitated by efficient and low-cost means such as Skype and email exchanges.
However the need for face-to-face meetings every few years is extremely important.
In addition, in light of the UNESCO World Conference on ESD which will take place in Aichi-Nagoya in 2014 where
member states, through their ministries of education will share reports and decide upon the ongoing international followon ESD framework it is important that our RCEs have a concerted message and sound advice for our governments.
Hence as part of the proposed draft agenda we plan to examine what lessons we have learned and to create a strategic
plan of ESD growth throughout our RCEs for the 2015-2025 periods.
Beyond implementing this strategic plan within our own communities, there are three opportunities to use this plan on the
international scene. The first is a special global RCE meeting which will take place in Okayama, Japan just prior to the
2014 UNESCO World Conference. Here the messages of the RCEs of the America’s will be shared and enhanced with the
messages of other RCEs. Secondly there will be the UNESCO World Conference with a procedure to receive our various
suggestions prior to the actual meeting. Thirdly, the UNESCO World Conference will be followed immediately by a meeting
of the UNESCO International Network of Teacher Education Institutions (IN) which will also be a recipient of our RCE
messages. As all of our RCE countries are also part of the IN there is a great potential for collaboration and synergy.
th
nd
For these reasons, from February the 28 to March the 2
2013 in Lima, Peru, ESD and other community experts of
many countries and sectors will share their knowledge, skills and desire for addressing the economic, environmental and
social problems of our regions.

OBJETIVES
To assess our ESD achievements.
To identify ESD good practices in Las Americas. To
collect and share lessons learned.
To visualize and strategize on an ESD common future further beyond 2014.
To promote the RCE movement in Peru and The Americas as a way to promote positive sustainability changes
through collaboration with all aspects of civil society, government agencies and the private
sector.

OUTCOME
To develop a 2015-2020, five year, ESD plan for the Americas that will be forwarded to the UNESCO World Conference

and other appropriate recipients such as our respective Local and National Governments.

LANGUAGE OF THE CONFERENCE
English simultaneous translation to Spanish.

HOST
RCE Lima-Callao center on ESD which is coordinated by the Institute of Complex thought “Edgar Morin” - IPCEM
of the Ricardo Palma University - URP
www.rcelimacallao.org www.urp.edu.pe
www.ipcem.net

PLEASE PLAN TO HAVE ALL OUR RCES OF THE AMERICAS REPRESENTED
Note: To facilite your attendance we are scheduling some of the program over the weekend to reduce airfare costs and
out-of-office time. However, by discussing and collaborating with your peers and invited experts, these few days at the
meeting may become some of your most valuable working hours enhancing your contributions to your community for years
to come.
Also this may be a wonderful opportunity to bring other RCE colleagues along.
Sincerely,

Kazuhiko Takemoto
Director, Education for Sustainable Development Programme
UNU-IAS

Charles Hopkins
UNESCO Chair at York University/Regional Coordinator for RCEs in the Americas

Iván Rodríguez Chávez
RCE Lima-Callao President
Ricardo Palma University Rector

Teresa Salinas
RCE Lima-Callao Executive Coordinator

