PACS
(AdAdivos\\\\Commi
ttee on Sustainabiity

Agenda
AT/BY

ITEM

Wednesday 22 January 2014 / 8:30 – 10:00 am / AH 527

SUBJECT

PAGES

8:30

1

Welcome and call to order

8:30

2

Receipt of agenda and 20 November 2013 meeting notes

1-3

8:30

3

Frederic Dupre – Sustainability Initiative Fund (MOA attached)

4-5

8:45

4

Update from the Sustainability Coordinator (Carol)
 Sustainability Strategic Plan Survey 2013

9:15

5

Update from the Chair

9:30

6

Other Business

9:30

7

Presentation – “Composting: A Sustainable Solution for the UofR’s Food
Waste Disposal” (Jeeshan Ahmed)

10:00

8

Adjournment

PACS upcoming meeting dates: 26 March, 14 May, 18 June
Please send agenda items and supporting material to Brenda.Olson@uregina.ca.
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PACS

MEETING NOTES

Wednesday 20 November 2013 / 8:30 – 10:00 am / AH 527

MEMBERS

T Chase (Chair), K Arbuthnott, L Benko, D Cherwaty, J Crivea, B Paterson (URSU Rep), C
Reyda, N Wagner

GUEST

Taneal Brucks, Sustainability Co-op Intern

REGRETS

D McMartin

1. Call to order at 8:30 am. Agenda received with the addition of a discussion item “Budget Line.”
2. Meeting notes of 18 September 2013 received without emendation
3. Business Arising from the meeting notes of 18 September




UR Sustainability Month Assessment. Carol updated PACS members on the success of the first ever
UR Sustainability month. Stats indicated very favorable participation and the objective of raising
awareness appears to have been met based on survey responses following the events. In particular
there was good support for the Compositing Workshop and the Reart Competition.
Next year will see improvements made, including increasing student/class participation, strategically
connecting people with focused sustainability initiatives, shorter duration and/or spread out over the
year, perhaps add an advocacy action project. It was noted that without the assistance of the
student intern, this initiative would not have been possible. Our thanks to Taneal!
Sustainability Strategic Plan 2014-2017. President Timmons has approved the plan. Carol will lead
with next steps in implementing the Plan, the first being sending out the “U of R Sustainability
Strategic Plan Survey.” Carol will work with External Relations and URSU to use social media in
spreading the word about the survey.

4. Presentation – Water Conservation on Campus
Undergraduate student Devon Peters provided a presentation on water conservation on Campus. The
presentation included tips and recommendations specific to external water consumption (irrigation,
landscaping etc.). Some of the recommendations are being explored in other areas (Facilities
Management discussions with Wascana Centre Authority, the Herbicide/Pesticide Committee, a
permaculture test plot in coordination with RPRIG, etc.). Devon stressed the need to promote a culture
of water conservation on campus, both external and internal.

5. Update from the Sustainability Coordinator
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Carol reminded PACS members that the Regina Farmers Market is on campus every Thursday (currently
in the Multi-purpose Room in the Riddell Centre). She reported on a couple of conferences she has
attended which have offered networking and outreach opportunities as well as speaking on sustainability
initiatives on campus to various classes.
6. Budget Line
PACS is interested in establishing a budget line to ensure funding for the Sustainability Coordinator and
student intern position as well as seed money for worthwhile future projects. In the campus context of
arguments for cuts to such budget items, members of PACS can help make the case and ensure that the
University community in general supports such activities. Please forward suggestions to Carol so that she
may incorporate language into a budget proposal document.
7. Update from the Chair
None.
8. Other Business
Lyle Benko updated PACS members on the success of a number of RCE initiatitives including the visits of
Won Byun in early October and Geoff Scott on 28 October. Also, RCE reps Roger Petry and Lyle Benko
will participate in person and virtually in the 2013 Global RCE Conference 26-29 November in Nairobi,
Kenya (http://rce-network.org/portal/Global_Conference).
Transit update – UPass may be gaining interest among students. The U of R continues to work with
Regina Transit to improve transportation to the campus, and to encourage members of the University
community to consider public transit to and from campus.
9. ADJOURNMENT at 10:00 AM

NEXT MEETING 22 January 2014 8:30 – 10:00 AM (AH 527)

For future PACS discussion:
Water Management – Nelson in coordination with Dena.
Compost Study Report (confirmed with Jeeshan Ahmed)
Sustainability and its contribution to the policy renewal project. Carol Reyda will connect with Annette Revet.
Sustainability Policy (Carol Reyda)
Public transit and uPass for students and staff
Bottled water and “junk” water on campus – what are the costs?
Health/fitness of campus community as it impacts general health care usage and costs, as well as campus life, including
working environment, stress, sick time: can the University lead the way in new thinking about the relationship between
individuals’ health, a healthy working environment, and an affordable healthcare system?
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Memorandum of Agreement
University of Regina Partnership Fund
for Sustainability and Community Engagement
The quality of the environment and the social wellness of our communities are important to us. To
address issues of sustainability and community engagement we need to work collaboratively and
establish strong partnerships on our campus. We believe that we are each responsible to our
natural and social environments and that we need to increase education, research, experiential
projects, and investments to reduce our carbon footprint and create more sustainable communities.
We believe that higher education institutions must be leaders in that matter, and support our
students in becoming active citizens, and be able to learn about complex dynamics between
environmental and social issues. We support the commitments already made by the University of
Regina Strategic Plan and by faculty, departments, units and student group already acting in to
foster a culture of sustainability on this campus.

We, the Partners, then agree to the following areas of cooperation and action:
1. Support the President’s Advisory Committee on Sustainability, and participate in the development
and implementation of the University of Regina Sustainability Strategic Plan.
2. Invest a minimum of 2000$ each year for three years (2014-2017) in the Sustainability and
Community Engagement (SCE) Fund.
3. Host at least one public forum in the academic year 2013-2014 concerning a specific issue
regarding sustainability.
4. Collaborate with the Regional Center of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development
Saskatchewan (RCE - SK).
5. Establish a steering committee for the Fund compose of one faculty or staff member and a student
that will represent each Partner on the committee. Student group, like UR Sustainability, will
approve nomination of the student nominees for the committee.
6. Establish guidelines for the allocation of the SCE Capital fund and the criteria of evaluation of
project proposals.
5. Facilities Management will ensure good communication with the Partners about its activities and
plans related to the physical infrastructure of the University and its initiatives regarding
sustainability on campus.
7. Produce at least two texts, articles, or a paper to be posted on the SCE Blog or other relevant
public means of communication.
8. Partners shall meet, at least twice annually, to set out the work plan for the year and evaluate the
SCE Fund work accomplished.
1
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Terms of references for the SCE Capital Fund:
1. The Fund is a resource to be able to invest in innovative, effective and empowering projects that
foster a culture sustainability on campus.
2. By the end of May of each year, the Partners will confirm the amount they will invest in the SCE
Fund
3. All the decision regarding the guidelines, the use and management of the SCE Fund must be taken
by consensus or with no objections of members on the steering committee. The governance
structure of the steering committee should be based on the principles of equivalence, trust,
collaboration, and common goal.
4. An annual grant competition will be launch, no later then September and open for proposals
coming from staff, student, faculty. Students must be involved in all project proposals.
5. Annual priorities for the use of the Fund will define by the Partners, prior to May.
6. Facilities Management will be responsible to host the Fund and provide account update when
needed.
7. All the Partners will be recognize with their logo in any publications or advertisement related to
the SCE Fund activities.
8. Each year, the Partners could choose to save a part of the funding, for future use.
9. If a Partner wishes to end its participation in the SCE Fund, no already committed money will be
refund. The Partner should advise the other Partners one year in advance.
10. If ever the SCE Capital Fund ended its activities the capital would have to be reallocated into
another Fund or organization focus on sustainability issues.

The founding partners of the Sustainability and Community Engagement Fund are:
Confirmed Partners in principle:
Campion College
Facilities Management
Institut français
Luther College
Student Union (URSU)
Institute for Energy Environment and Sustainable Communities
Potential:
First Nations University of Canada, Wascana Authority, Faculty of Engineering, Faculty of Business,
URFA, etc.
November 7, 2013.
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