PACS

Agenda

Monday 5 June 2017 / 8:30 – 9:30 am / AH 527

AT

ITEM

SUBJECT

8:30

1

Welcome and call to order

2

Receipt of agenda and 31 March 2017 meeting notes

PAGES

LEAD

1-3

Chair

4-5

R Konecsni

6

R Konecsni

7

B Butz

LEADERSHIP, COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT
8:35

3

Communications update

WASTE, ENERGY AND TRANSPORTATION
8:50

4

Save Paper Desktop Widget

OPERATIONS AND OTHER ISSUES
9:00

5

2017-2018 draft meeting schedule

9:05

6

SCEF update

B Butz

9:10

7

PACS support update

B Butz

9:15

8

Round table

9:30

Adjournment

Proposed PACS 2017-18 meeting dates
30 September /25 November / 27 January / 31 March / 26 May
Agendas close the preceding Thursday at 4 pm
Please send agenda items and supporting material to bryanna.butz@uregina.ca.
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PACS

MEETING NOTES

31 March 2017 / 8:30 – 9:30 am / AH 527

MEMBERS

T Chase (Chair), D Cherwaty, J Crivea, J Dale, R Konecsni, R Petry

GUESTS

E Groenendyk (on behalf of E Boyle)

REGRETS

E Boyle (for N Wagner), R Khanam (GSA rep), N Okere (PACS student support), A Rutko (URSU
rep), S Young (Leave)

1. Call to order at 8:30 am.
2. Agenda approved as received. Meeting notes of 27 January 2017 received without emendation.
Chair’s remarks:
 Given the current budget challenges funding a Sustainability Lead is not feasible at this time.

LEADERSHIP, COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT
3. Communications update
The communications sub-committee reported to PACS the status of the action items that came out of the
January PACS meeting (Attachment #1). Members determined appropriate topics for inclusion in the
President’s messages and also discussed topics and ideas to bring to External Relations as ‘good’ news
stories. Members agreed that a good way to further promote UR Sustainability accomplishments and
goals is by publishing stories in the Degrees magazine for faculty, staff, students and alumni to see.
4. AASHE Conference and Expo
Current budget constraints make attending conferences and expos such as this difficult. R Konecsni will
explore the option of participating virtually and will also see if there is an opportunity for URSU and/or
RPIRG to support a student’s attendance. The Chair reminds members of the current travel restrictions
in the US and asks that they be cautious when recommending students’ travel.

WASTE, ENERGY AND TRANSPORTATION
5. Coffee grounds recycling pilot program: update
Just over a ton of coffee grounds has been composted from 30 January until 30 March 2017. As capacity
allows, the team of student volunteers will look to include further campus kitchens and vendors (such as
Luther and Campion) into this program. However, recruiting new volunteers is proving difficult. With
students moving on and/or graduating the transfer of knowledge and duties (such as the project
manager responsibilities) is challenging.
In an effort to reduce costs, E Groenendyk is exploring the option of removing Loraas Disposal from the
composting process and working directly with PV Waste Solutions on the transportation of our compost.
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Working directly with the vendor would reduce the overall budget, make funding support easier to find,
and would ultimately allow the program to continue.
As recycling coffee grounds becomes familiar to campus this team has begun developing a plan for
vegetable composition. Further details will be brought to PACS as vegetable composting develops.

OPERATIONS AND OTHER ISSUES
6. PACS Report 2014 – 2016
PACS would like to include the 2016-2017 year in this report. Minor edits will be updated and B Butz will
begin incorporating the 2016-17 year into the draft report.
7. PACS support: update from N. Okere
N Okere has organized and is currently managing the Sustainability inbox. She continues to maintain on
online sustainability presence and is updating the Sustainability webpage with current information. N
Okere has met with the Communications sub-committee and will continue to do so and provide her
assistance as necessary. She continues to work with B Butz on the 2017 SCEF.
8. Round table discussion
 The U of S received a Silver STARS designation and PACS thought it might be beneficial inquire on
their designation and see if the U of R can gain ideas on ways to advance our designation.
 RCE awards deadline is today, 31 March 2017. Among others, the U of R Sustainability Certificate
has been submitted and R Konecsni plans to submit an application on the progress and success of
the U of R Print Optimization Program. The RCE Recognition Event is Wednesday 3 May 2017 at
the Redberry Lake Bioshere Reserve located just outside Hafford Saskatchewan.
 B Butz updated PACS on the status of the SCEF and asked for advice on how best to approach this
year’s awards. Based on PACS recommendation B Butz will request that the founding partners
support the 2017 awards with what they can given current budget constraints. B Butz will continue
to update the guidelines and application form sending it to members for their review and input
once the draft is complete. The SCEF should be launched before the May PACS meeting.
 PACS members discussed the option of approaching alumni for donations toward sustainability
and/or specific U of R sustainability projects. The Communications sub-committee will explore this
option.
9. ADJOURNMENT at 9:21 AM

NEXT MEETING 26 May 2017 8:30 – 10:00 AM (AH 527)
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How climate change affects human health to be discussed at the Bushwakker Brewpub | Communications and Marketing, University of Regina

Communications and Marketing
External Relations

How climate change affects human health to be discussed at the Bushwakker Brewpub
By Dale Johnson Posted: May 17, 2017 1:45 p.m.

The Health Pub Science Talk series has proven to be very popular
with the public, and attracts big crowds to the Bushwakker
Brewpub. Photo courtesy of the Bushwakker Brewpub
How climate change affects human health is the topic of the final Health Science Pub Series presentation of the year. The discussion will be held on May 18, 2017, at 7 p.m.
at the Bushwakker Brewpub at 2206 Dewdney Avenue.
The two guest speakers are from the U of R: Dr. Mel Hart, a lab instructor in Biology; and Dr. Amber Fletcher, an assistant professor in Sociology and Social Studies.
Hart will talk about how climate change means infectious agents may find themselves migrating to new environments and creating new challenges.
Fletcher will look at how climate change has different effects on people relative to their social position.
The Health Science Pub Series is designed to highlight health research at the U of R.
“The intent of the series is to bring together two health researchers doing work around related topics, but from different disciplines and perspectives. Usually this has been
someone who does bio-medical or clinical research paired with someone who does social science research in the same area,” explains Dr. Tom McIntosh, Professor and
Head of the Department of Politics and International Studies and Associate Director of the Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit (SPHERU). He
and Dr. Josef Buttigieg in Biology are organizers of the Health Science Pub series.
“Bushwakker’s has been a sponsor of the talks along with the Science Pub series because they see it as an interesting way to help bring the work the university does into
the community and show that research has relevance to real life,” McIntosh says.
He says holding the talks at a pub off campus instead of in a classroom means there is an informal and relaxed atmosphere that contributes to getting a dialogue going
between the researchers and the audience.
“Nearly every talk has been to a full house and some have been overflowing. There is a very diverse crowd. There are some people who come to every talk. There are new
people at every talk. Some are university people. Most are people from a variety of walks of life who are interested in the issues raised in the presentations,” he says. “They
ask really sophisticated and thoughtful questions and are really good at drawing the links between what might appear to be very different talks by very different types of
researchers. In almost all cases we have had to end the evening before we've exhausted the interest and attention of the audience.”
McIntosh says the Health Science Pub Series is a way to demonstrate three things: “There is serious and important health research going on at U of R; what we do will be of
interest to our community if we take the time to show them what we do; and we as researchers can also learn by looking at what our colleagues, who may be in very
different disciplines, are doing that relates to our own work.”
Event:

Climate Change and Human Health: Bugs, Floods and Social Inequality

Speakers:

Amber Fletcher, Sociology and Social Studies, and Mel Hart, Biology, U of R

When:

Thursday May 18, 7 p.m.

Venue:

The Bushwakker Brewpub, 2206 Dewdney Ave.

Admission:

Free, but only 50 seats available

© 2011-2017 University of Regina
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Office of the President

Message from the President
The President's Message is sent out to faculty, staff and students by e-mail regularly throughout the year. The most recent message follows. For previous
messages, go to the President's Message archives in oURspace.

President’s Message – May 2017
Members of the University community,
Late last month, on April 22, the world once again came together to celebrate Earth Day. This annual event always gives me pause to reflect on what we
are doing at the University of Regina to fulfill our commitment towards a sustainable campus and world. I am pleased to share with you some of the strides
we have made towards that commitment.
Our commitment to sustainability is outlined in our strategic plan peyak aski kikawinaw, which fittingly means “We are one with Mother Earth.” As one of the
plan’s overarching themes, sustainability is critical to the longevity and success of the University and our community. For us, sustainability not only refers to
the environment, but also to economic, cultural and social sustainability.
Last year our sustainability enterprise took a leap forward with the unveiling of our Strategic Plan for Sustainability which lays out our vision for the future.
Leadership, waste, energy, transportation, and communication and engagement are the plan’s five areas of focus. The plan emphasizes the imperative to
put sustainability at the core of our teaching, research, and campus life.
Another initiative that reflects our dedication to sustainability is the President’s Advisory Committee on Sustainability (PACS). The committee oversees the
University’s sustainability efforts and informs institutional decision making.
The University is also a member of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). This organization represents
colleges and universities that are working to advance sustainability in higher education. By virtue of our membership, we all have access to AASHE’s
online resources. The organization offers numerous opportunities for networking, information sharing, collaboration and professional development. You can
view their website for more information.
Recently, the Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) on Education for Sustainable Development in Saskatchewan handed out its 2017 Saskatchewan
Sustainability Awards, several of which went to University of Regina initiatives. The Faculty of Arts received an award for its Certificate in Sustainability.
Engineering and Applied Science faculty member Stephanie Young received awards for her projects Options for Reducing Wastewater Load in Small
Saskatchewan Municipalities and Reclamation of Commercial Dishwasher Wastewater. The University’s Print Optimization Project 2.0 was also recognized
in this year’s awards.
Incidentally, this marked the first year that RCE presented the Lyle Benko Future Generations Award. The award is given to a kindergarten to Grade 12
teacher or student for outstanding contributions to education for sustainable development in Saskatchewan. The award is named in memory of a long-time
member of the Faculty of Education, Lyle Benko, who was a pioneer in sustainability in Saskatchewan.
One of the University’s most recent sustainability initiatives was the brainchild of some of our Enactus students. Enactus Regina is the local chapter of an
international organization that encourages students to develop and implement sustainable community empowerment projects and business ventures in
communities around the world. The pilot project, in conjunction with Facilities Management, sees coffee grounds from campus food service providers
collected each day and delivered to PV Waste Solutions. The grounds, when added in proper amounts to compost, are an excellent source of nitrogen. PV
Waste Solutions uses the collected organic waste to produce compost which is available to Regina residents for applying to their yards and gardens.
Throughout the coming month, we have even more opportunities to reflect on our commitment to sustainability. May 13 is World Fair Trade Day, a day to
support farmers and workers in developing countries. May 22 marks International Day for Biological Diversity, a day to increase understanding and
awareness of biodiversity issues. This year’s theme is Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism. And on May 9, the University will hold its second annual
Campus Beautification Day. Please consider volunteering to help clean up the campus and refresh our grounds for the growing season.
We are so fortunate to be able to work and study in one of Regina’s most beautiful locations. Let’s do our part to ensure it stays that way.
Sincerely,
Dr. Vianne Timmons
President and Vice-Chancellor
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PACS
MEETING SCHEDULE 2017-18

President’s Advisory Committee on Sustainability (PACS)
September 2017 – June 2018 Meeting Dates
Friday’s from 8:30 – 10:00 am
PACS Meeting Date

Agenda Closing Date (to Bryanna) *

Meeting Location

29 September 2017

21 September 2017

AH 527

24 November 2017

16 November 2017

AH 527

26 January 2018

18 January 2018

AH 527

30 March 2018

22 March2018

AH 527

25 May 2018

17 May 2018

AH 527

*Agendas close the preceding Thursday at 4 pm.
Please send agenda items and supporting material to Bryanna.Butz@uregina.ca.
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