President’s Advisory Committee
on Sustainability (PACS)

Meeting Notes.
Thursday October 22, 2020 / 3:15 – 4:00 pm / Zoom

MEMBERS

d Gregory (Co-Chair), K McNutt (Co-Chair), B Butz (Resource), K Bommavaram (GSA rep), J Crivea, J Dale,
R Konecsni, N Paskewitz, R Petry, G Singh Lehal (URSU rep), N Tajik (PACS student support), S Young

GUESTS

S Bhat, Research and Development Consultant; L Mitchell, AVP (University Advancement & Communications)

REGRETS

D Cherwaty

1. Welcome and call to order. Receipt of agenda and September 24, 2020 meeting notes.
Agenda and meeting notes from September 24, 2020 received without emendation.

OPERATIONS AND OTHER ISSUES
2. Membership: Addition of Neil Middlemiss, URSU Operations Manager
As N Middlemiss holds a permanent position with URSU and is actively involved in URSU’s sustainability initiatives, PACS
agreed to invite him as a standing guest the meetings. This invitation will be extended until June 2021 or until the Terms of
Reference and Membership list are updated.
In light of this request, PACS would also like to see an Indigenous representative as well as a representative from the
Library. J Crivea, as a member of the Indigenous Advisory Circle (IAC), will bring this request forward at the IAC meeting
next week and will report back to PACS prior to or at, the next meeting. Co-Chair K McNutt, suggests that the University
Librarian, Brett Waytuck, represent the Library.
B Butz will reach out to these individuals and invite them as standing guests to the PACS meetings. The invitation will be
extended until June 2021 or until the Terms of Reference and Membership list are updated.

3. Sustainability Month update
N Tajik has been working alongside URSU in promoting October as Sustainability Month. URSU’s focus next week is to
highlight the sustainability actions of our students and showcase these actions so more students get involved and
understand our goals and priorities.
For the third year in a row, the U of R is participating in the EcoChallenge and will award prizes the top three participants
from both the UR Students Team and the UR Faculty/Staff Team. Once these prize winners are confirmed, B Butz and N
Tajik will work with them to generate a Feature Story for the UR main page. R Petry suggests involving our Alumni in future
EcoChallenges as it will help our Community engage and understand what we are doing on campus. B Butz will ensure this
information is passed along in 2021.

4. Action Plan Committee: Draft Terms of Reference
A smaller group of PACS met on October 8 and discussed what a Sustainability Action Plan Committee would look like,
comprise of, and deliver. The outcome of that meeting is summarized in the document sent out in the agenda package. This

group of PACS members agreed that the Sustainability Action Plan needs new ideas and should get people excited about
sustainability and climate action. They also want to see our campus community understand what PACS is and the role PACS
plays in relation to UR Sustainability.
PACS members agreed to the Action Plan Committee’s Terms of Reference but would like to see Social Science, Humanities
representation in the composition list. PACS discussed the addition of Sarah Abbott and S Bhat will reach out to her, along
with all other suggested members on the composition list. S Bhat will lead this Sustainability Action Plan Committee and
will provide updates from this group at each PACS meeting. With the approval of PACS, S Bhat will proceed with forming
this Committee and moving forward on creating a 5-year Sustainability Action Plan.

5. October 23 Town hall: Theme
PACS had nothing further to add to the document sent by B Butz this morning (Appendix A). PACS suggested to the Town
Hall Presenters (d Gregory, K McNutt, S Bhat) that it is important to get strategic ideas with multiple goals. We should not
silo ideas but rather, we should link or parallel them to the different areas of focus/priority. Mentimeter and breakout
rooms will be utilized for this first Town Hall meeting.

6. ADJOURNMENT at 4:00 pm

NEXT MEETING: NOVEMBER 5, 2020 3:15 – 4:00 PM (ZOOM)
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Appendix A

Town hall – themes for discussion
PACS would greatly appreciate our campus community members’ input about your vision to
create an environmentally sustainable, socially responsive, and more energy-efficient campus.
We want to broaden the scope to address various aspects of sustainability, including social, EDI,
and Indigenous ways of implementing sustainability goals. The President’s Advisory Committee
for Sustainability (PACS) provides leadership and formalizes our commitment to sustainability
strategic plans for our campus for 2020-25. To this end, your input will significantly enhance our
vision and commitment to a sustainable campus and society as a whole.
The UofR leadership will work with the PACS to ensure that we follow the sustainability goals
outlined in the Environment and Climate Action section of the 2020-25 strategic plan.
Sustainability is a broad overarching concept that involves various focal areas.
To this end, we are inviting you to consider the following areas of sustainability. We are
interested in knowing what concerns the campus community has and what you would like to
see accomplished within the next year, two years, and five years.

