
 
 
 
 UNIVERSITY OF REGINA 
 Department of Biology 
 Biology 276 – Environmental Biology - Fall 2025 

 
 
Instructors:  Lecture Dr. Peter Leavitt  LB 265.1 585-4253 
     Peter.Leavitt@uregina.ca      
   Laboratory None 
 
Lectures:  Tues-Thurs 13:00 – 14:15    Room: CL 128 
 
Texts:   Optional text: Living in the Environment by G.T. Miller (4th Canadian 

Edition).  Approximate price $140 CAD. 
 
Grading:  Your grade will be based on a two 1-page mini-essays (total 15%, due 28 

October, and 27 November; NO EXTENSIONS), a mid-term exam (40%; 
21 October), and a comprehensive final exam (45%, tentatively 11 Dec 
14:00h).  Please note: students must write the final exam to receive a 
passing grade. 

 
Regulations:  Please note that Biology 276 falls under the Academic Regulations of the 

University of Regina.  If you are unfamiliar with these regulations, see the 
University of Regina General Calendar at the website: 
http://www.uregina.ca/gencal/.  

 
 
NOTE: The plan is for all exams be written in class, by hand (not typed), likely in the form 
of mini-essay questions answered within a fixed time period (2 hr).  In some circumstances, 
an exam may be delivered asynchronously among class members (different times for 
different students).  Please note that method of final examination (in class, on line) to be 
determined.   
 
All lectures will be live in person as scheduled.  In addition, I have set of pre-recorded lectures on 
the same material (in case you miss the class).  Pre-recorded lectures would be presented in a 
smaller ‘mini-lectures’ format (5-15 min), and archived according to subject, and secondarily the 
date.  The exact date a topic will be covered may vary from the posted schedule to allow for 
questions, delays, review, etc.  Archived lectures will be stores for the entire semester on UR 
Courses unless otherwise noted during class.  Instructors will attempt to cover the same material 
in both live and archived lectures.  In case of any difference, the live lectures will be considered the 
definitive source of material.  Live lectures will not be recorded, so please plan on attending.   
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Date* #  Text  Tentative Topic 
M-D   Chapter 
   
09-02 1  3  - Introduction – Environment, Ecology and Environmentalism 
09-04 2  6  - Earth Systems 
09-09 3  6  - Energy on Earth 
09-11 4  4  - Global Biogeochemical Cycles 
09-16 5  8,9  - Population and Ecosystem Ecology 
09-18 6  4,8  - Ecosystems and Biomes 
09-23 7  10  - Human population growth 
09-25 8  8-10  - Issues in Population and Development 
09-30     - Truth and Reconciliation Day (no lectures) 
10-02 9  13-15  - Principles of Sustainable Resource Management 
   16,17  - Potentially Renewable Resources 
10-07 10  13-15,17 - Non-renewable Resources 
10-09 11  19,26  - Environmental Pollution and Risk Assessment 
10-14 12  19,24  - Toxic Inorganic Elements 
10-16   13  17,20,21 - Atmospheric Pollution and Ozone Depletion 
 
10-21     MIDTERM EXAM (40% of Final Grade) 
 
10-23 14  17,20,21 - Climate Change 
 
10-28      Mini-ESSAY #1 DUE (7.5% of Final Grade; due by 5 pm, no 

late papers will be accepted) 
 
10-28 15  15,22  - Water pollution - Lake Acidification  
10-30 16       - Eutrophication and other problems 
11-04 17  14,23  - Agriculture   - Food Supply and Environmental Impacts  
11-06 18       - Pesticides 
11-18 19  11  - Forestry impacts 
11-20 20   
11-25 21  5,12,13 - Biodiversity and species loss 
11-27 22      
 
11-27      Mini-ESSAY #2 DUE (7.5% of Final Grade; due by 5 pm, no 

late papers will be accepted) 
 
12-02 23  18,24,26-28 - Sustainable Ecological Development 
12-04 24    - Catch up/review  
 
12-11 14:00h (tentative)  FINAL EXAM (45% of Final Grade).  
 


