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It’s been an exciting and productive year at the SWRC. We are continuing to grow
our research centre and work to expand the ways we can support our research
associates and students. This year we had the pleasure of bringing Sue McGee on
as our research administrator. Sue has been very busy finding ways to support
student researchers, and supporting our research associates with grants, hiring,
and knowledge translation. We are very happy to have her with us! 

Our Research Associates have continued to be incredibly busy, conducting
research, publishing articles and reports, and securing grants. In the past year, you
will see that our associates have secured federal and provincial funding, written
books and numerous articles, and have been consulted on a range of topics by
various media outlets. We’re also welcoming two new research associates, Daniel Ji
and Suleman Fuseini and look forward to supporting their work in the years ahead. 

Once again, the SWRC had a very successful year of virtual Lunch & Learns
showcasing the research of Faculty, and community members. We continue to be
excited about attendance from across campus, and the broader Saskatchewan
community. We look forward to continuing this series and plan to return to offering
an in-person option for our Lunch & Learns at our two sites in the new year. 

In the year ahead, we are looking to strengthen and develop our research
partnerships with community organizations and plan to find ways to connect
researchers with community organizations looking to collaborate on projects. We
look forward to continuing our work with the Associate Dean of Research and
Graduate Studies to collaborate on ways to support research and research
dissemination in our faculty. I am excited to see what the next year brings for our
research centre and wish everyone continued well-being.

Sincerely,

Kara Fletcher, PhD, MSW, RSW
Director, SWRC

 Message from the Director 
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Meet Our Team

Director                              
Dr. Kara Fletcher             

Research Administrator
Sue McGee

Research Associates
Dr. Darlene Chalmers

Dr. Andrew Eaton

Dr. Jacqueline Fields 

Dr. Amanda Gebhard

Dr. Bonnie Jeffery  

Dr. Lise Milne    

Dr. Nuelle Novik   

   

Dr. Gabriela Novotna 

Dr. Fritz Pino   

Dr. Cathy Rocke  

Dr. Michele Sorensen  

Dr. Kedi Zhao*   

Erin Beckwell    

*New faculty member
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2024-25 Review

SWRC
Community

Grants

Newly Funded 
Projects

Current Projects

PI (7) ; Co-PI (7); Co-I (2)
Co-Applicant (1) 
Project Evaluator (1);
SWRC New Funding: $507,309

PI (7) ; Co-PI (7); Co-I (2)
Co-Applicant (1) 
Project Evaluator (1);
SWRC New Funding: $507,309

Nominations & Awards

Lunch & Learn

Publications

Research Reports

Conferences &
Speaking Engagements

Media Engagements

SWRC Grants

2025 SHRF Excellence Award (1)
CIHR Research Chair (1)
2025 SHRF Excellence Award (1)
CIHR Research Chair (1)

Seed Grant (2); Travel Grant (1)Seed Grant (2); Travel Grant (1)

SWRC Research Projects (19)SWRC Research Projects (19)

Research Presentations (5)Research Presentations (5)

Peer Reviewed Articles (25)
Chapters/Books (7)
Other (1)

Peer Reviewed Articles (25)
Chapters/Books (7)
Other (1)

SWRC Research Dissemination (10)SWRC Research Dissemination (10)

SWRC Research Dissemination (38)SWRC Research Dissemination (38)

SWRC Research Dissemination (8)SWRC Research Dissemination (8)
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Newly Funded SWRC Projects Newly Funded SWRC Projects 

Description: Saskatchewan is facing a public health
crisis driven by high rates of HIV, syphilis, and
hepatitis C (HCV) infections, particularly among
people who use drugs (PWUD). Injection drug use is
a major contributor to these syndemic infections,
exacerbated by structural barriers such as stigma,
poverty, and limited culturally safe healthcare.
Innovative, community-informed approaches are
urgently needed to improve prevention, testing, and
linkage to care.Methods and analysis: This study will
implement a rapid assessment and response system
in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada integrating
geospatial mapping of community needle prevalence
with pop-up interventions. Needle hotspot maps will
be used to guide the deployment of community-based
pop-up events offering point-of-care testing for HIV,
syphilis, and HCV, alongside education on pre-and
post-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP and PEP). A 

“Community-based pop-up strategies: A rapid assessment and response system to
map needle prevalence and implement HIV and syphilis prevention interventions in
Regina, Saskatchewan”

“Community-based pop-up strategies: A rapid assessment and response system to
map needle prevalence and implement HIV and syphilis prevention interventions in
Regina, Saskatchewan”

Funder: Canadian Institutes of
Health Research (CIHR)
Program: Population and Public
Health
Fellow Investigators: Shuper, P. A.,
Varghese, S. M., Ibáñez-Carrasco,
F., Sasakamoose, J., Pandey, M.,
Grace, D., Brennan, D. J.,
Novotna, G., Medeiros, P., Reddy,
V. R., Ford, P., & Loutfy, M. 
Duration: 2024-2027
Amount: $332,776

Dr. Andrew Eaton (PI)Dr. Andrew Eaton (PI)

convergent participatory mixed-methods design will be used to evaluate feasibility,
acceptability, and effectiveness, guided by the Reach, Effectiveness, Adoption,
Implementation, and Maintenance (RE-AIM) framework. Quantitative data will assess
changes in knowledge of PrEP and PEP, satisfaction with the intervention, and report new
diagnoses and participant demographics descriptively. A qualitative sub-study will include
30 participants and will explore experiences with the intervention, barriers to care, and
perceptions of service delivery. Ethics and dissemination: Ethical approval has been
obtained from the Research Ethics Board of the Saskatchewan Health Authority (#24-91).
Findings will be disseminated through peer-reviewed publications, conference
presentations, and community reporting. This study may provide a model of community-
based, geospatial testing and education that could be upscaled and adapted 
elsewhere. 6



Objective
Police services assume the role of first responders
for mental health crisis situations, providing no
mental health support risking police-inflicted harm
to the person in crisis. Advances in mental health
and police reform have produced alternative
response models like co-response that includes
both police officers and trained mental health
service providers. This scoping review synthesises
knowledge to present key processes that facilitate
co-response models.

Method

“Alternative crisis mental health response models: A knowledge-to-action study”“Alternative crisis mental health response models: A knowledge-to-action study”

Funder: Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council
(SSHRC)
Program: Insight Development
Grant
Fellow Investigator: Lowe, L. 
Duration: 2024-2026
Amount: $75,000

Dr. Andrew Eaton (PI)Dr. Andrew Eaton (PI)

Covidence software was used by two independent reviewers to search eleven databases with
terms including ‘co-response’, ‘police partnerships’, and ‘crisis response team’. These
reviewers screened 2690 titles and abstracts and 109 full-texts to include 76 articles. Nine
independent coders employed thematic content analysis.

Newly Funded SWRC Projects Newly Funded SWRC Projects 

Discussion
Co-response crisis mental health models
are increasingly common, heterogeneous
in design and operation, and built upon
existing infrastructure. Future inquiries
could include trauma-informed care and
the evaluation of civilian-led models.

Results
Three themes and seven sub-themes were
determined as key processes of co-response.
Decriminalising mental health involves re-
evaluating the role of police and reducing
reliance on police in crisis mental health
response. Interprofessional collaboration
features partnerships between existing
services, unifying strategies, and establishing
multidisciplinary teams. A piloting phase
permits monitoring and evaluation and
highlights the diversity of co-response
models.

https://eaton-lab.com/
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Description: The current socio-political environment has
created a context for conspirational narratives about
COVID-19, vaccines, election fraud and other
counterfactual information. A belief in conspiracy
theories has increased in Canada since the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Conspiracy theories have
undoubtedly impacted intimate relationships. For
example, a recent study on the impact of QAnon
involvement on interpersonal relationships found that
involvement with QAnon created a "malignant force" in
relationships which caused distance and distress
(Mastroni & Mooney, 2024). 

Dr. Kara Fletcher (PI)Dr. Kara Fletcher (PI)
Funder: Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council
(SSHRC)
Program: Explore Grant
Duration: 2025-2026
Amount: $5,954

“Love in the age of rage: The impact of misinformation, conspiracy theories
and political polarization on intimate relationships, a pilot study”
“Love in the age of rage: The impact of misinformation, conspiracy theories
and political polarization on intimate relationships, a pilot study”

"A digital hub for strengthening relationships: Confronting the challenges of
conspiracy thinking and misinformation in Saskatchewan"
"A digital hub for strengthening relationships: Confronting the challenges of
conspiracy thinking and misinformation in Saskatchewan"

This website will include information sheets,
infographics, support resources and tip sheets to help
users better understand what conspiracies are, how
individuals can recognize misinformation, and ways to
support loved ones and family members. This website
will provide an important psycho-educational resource
promoting healthier coping strategies and conflict
resolution for family members and have potential
positive impact on mental health and well-being.

Funder: Saskatchewan Health
Research Foundation (SHRF) 
Program: Mobilize Grant
Duration: 2025-2026
Amount: $10,000

Description: This proposal aims to create an accessible, engaging, and evidence-based
virtual hub to address the psychological and relational impact of conspiracy theories and
misinformation on Saskatchewan individuals, couple and families. The team will create a
website with practical resources and information on conspiracy theories and
misinformation. 

Dr. Kara Fletcher (PI)Dr. Kara Fletcher (PI)

Newly Funded SWRC Projects Newly Funded SWRC Projects 
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Funder: 
Program:  
Fellow Investigators: 
Duration: 
Amount: 

Newly Funded SWRC Projects Newly Funded SWRC Projects 

“Older East and Southeast Asian adults’ perceptions and coping strategies
of anti-Asian racism in the post-pandemic era: A mix-methods exploration”
“Older East and Southeast Asian adults’ perceptions and coping strategies
of anti-Asian racism in the post-pandemic era: A mix-methods exploration”

Dr. Kedi Zhao (PI)Dr. Kedi Zhao (PI)

Funder: Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council
(SSHRC)
Program: Insight Development
Grant
Duration: 2025-2027
Amount: $74,346

Anti-Asian racism is a social issue that entrenches
in Canadian society. The largescale anti-Asian
racism that emerged from the COVID-19 pandemic
has caused severe harm to East and Southeast
Asian communities in Canada, particularly to older
adults. However, how older East and Southeast
Asian adults cope with anti-Asian racism after the
pandemic is still not clear. Through a mixed
method design, this study explores various
contextual and individual factors that affect their
perceptions and coping strategies of anti-Asian
racism in Canada. It is anticipated that the
findings from this study can help us identify the 

9

evolving influences of anti-Asian racism on older adults from East and Southeast Asian
communities, and explore how relevant services and policies can be improved to
better support them and other racialized communities.



Dr. Andrew Eaton Dr. Andrew Eaton 

Newly Funded Collaborative Projects Newly Funded Collaborative Projects 

Funder: AgeTech Advance Healthy Aging Research Grant: AGE-WELL
Project: Refinement and feasibility testing of an online patient
navigation platform for enhancing access to geriatric and mental
health care for seniors living with HIV
Investigators: Kokorelias, K. M., Eaton, A. D. (Co-PI), Siresigaram, L.,
Abdelhalim, R., Harris, M.T., Hitzig, S.L., Munce, S. E. P.,
Sheppard, C., Parpia, R., Waislewski, M.​, Walmsley, S., Valentine,
D.,  Zewude, R., & Zhabokritsky, A.
Duration: 2024-2026
Amount: $159,899

Funder: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)
Program: Planning and Dissemination Grant
Project: Planning a national older adult living with HIV action plan
Investigators: Kokorelias, K. M., Eaton, A. D. (Co-PI), Harris, M. T.,
Josewski, V., & McGarity-Shipley, E. 
Duration: 2024-2025
Amount: $20,000

Funder: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)
Program: Planning and Dissemination Grant
Project: Developing a research agenda on improving the geriatric care
provided to older adults living with HIV
Investigators: Kokorelias, K. M., Eaton, A. D. (Co-PI), Sirisegaram, K.,
Chan Carusone, S., Dove, E., Landy, R., McKinlay, S., McMillan, J.,
Quigley, A., Sheppard, C., Singh, H., Walmsley, S., Wasilewski, M.,
& Zhabokritsky, A.  
Duration: 2024-2025
Amount: $20,000
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Dr. Andrew Eaton Dr. Andrew Eaton 

Newly Funded Collaborative Projects Newly Funded Collaborative Projects 

Funder: Judith Friedland Fund
Project: The experiences and support needs of caregivers navigating
end-of-life support for people living with HIV: A scoping review
Investigators: Kokorelias, K. M., Eaton, A. D. (Co-PI), Sirisegaram, L.,
Wasilewski, M. B. 
Duration: 2024-2025
Amount: $4,000

Funder: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)
Program: Team Grant - HIV/AIDS and STBBI Community-Based
Research – Letter of Intent
Project: Exploring HIV care needs and developing HIV programming
framework for migrants and ethnic minorities (MEMs) in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan
Investigators: Maina, G., Caine, V. F., Etowa, J. B., Eaton, A. D. (Co-
I), Maposa, S., Muchenje, M., Ndubuka, N. O., O’Byrne, P.
Duration: 2024-2025
Amount: $99,300

Funder: Catalyst Grant: Novo Nordisk Network for Healthy Populations
Project: Empowering health equity through prevention and self-
management: Co-designing culturally tailored pre-clinical & diabetes
education for Black older adults in Peel
Investigators: Kokorelias, K. M., Kalu, M., Eaton, A. D. (Co-I), Harris,
M. T., Singh, H., Munce, S. E. P., Wijekoon, S., Zewude, R., &
Ubuntu Legacy Community Care 
Duration: 2024-2025
Amount: $99,395.63
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Dr. Lise Milne Dr. Lise Milne 
Funder: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)
Program: Population and Public Health
Project: Co-Creating Innovative Digital Knowledge Translation Tools for
Parents to Prevent Online Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse
Investigators: Punjani, Hartling, and Scott (PIs); Lise Milne, Salami and
Martin (Co-PIs)
Duration: 2025-2026
Amount: $100,000

Newly Funded Collaborative Projects  Newly Funded Collaborative Projects  

Funder: Saskatchewan Health Research Foundation (SHRF)
Program: Align Grant
Project: Supporting Saskatchewan Youth in Care: Building Better
Pathways to Post-Secondary Education
Investigators: Dr. Nathalie Reid (PI), Lise Milne (Co-I)
Duration: 2025
Amount: $9,871

Funder: iA Financial
Description: Gift to support research on expecting parents
Investigator: Lise Milne (PI);UofR Child Trauma Research Centre
Duration: 2025
Amount: $10,000

Funder: SSHRC
Progra: Insight Grant
Investigators: Dr. Nathalie Reid (PI),
Lise Milne (Co-I) 
Duration: 2024-2030
Amount: $320,046

Funder: SHRF
Program: Establishment Grant
Investigators: Dr. Nathalie Reid (PI), Lise
Milne (Co-I) 
Duration: 2025-2028
Amount: $145,064

Project: Shifting focus: Understanding the downstream impacts of educator
wellbeing on students' attendance, engagement, and wellbeing
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Dr. Nuelle Novik Dr. Nuelle Novik 

Newly Funded Collaborative Projects Newly Funded Collaborative Projects 

Funder: Saskatchewan Health Research Foundation (SHRF)
Program: Mobilize Grant
Project Evaluator: N. Novik, Dementia support programming and training
at Remai Modern: Public awareness and staff training through art
engagement.
PI Investigator: Kelly Van Damme (Remai Modern Art Gallery)
Duration: 2025-2026
Amount: $10,000

Dr. Darlene Chalmers Dr. Darlene Chalmers 
Funder: Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC)
Program: Connection Grant
Project: Public Education Workshop: Advancing Human-animal Bonds in
Disaster Settings
Investigators: Wu, H. (PI), Chalmers, D., Dell, C. (Co-Applicants)
Duration: 2024
Amount: $25,000

Funder: Saskatchewan Health Research Foundation (SHRF)
Program: Align Grant
Project: Toward Continuity of Care: A Review of the [Political] and Policy
Discourses on Substance use Disorders in Saskatchewan
Investigators: SPHERU: Novotna, G. (PI), Jeffery, B., McIntosh, T., Novik,
N. Stewart, M. (Co-Is)
Duration: 2025
Amount: $10,000

Dr. Gabriela NovotnaDr. Gabriela Novotna
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Selected by Office of the Vice President of Research to submit application for CIHR
Research Chair: Implementation Science in Human Development, Child and Youth
Health.

Nominations & AwardsNominations & Awards

Dr. Lise Milne Dr. Lise Milne 

Dr. Andrew Eaton Dr. Andrew Eaton 
Awarded the 2024 SHRF Excellence Award for his 2024-25 research project titled:
"Community-engaged pop-up prevention: Establishing a rapid assessment and response
system to map needle prevalence and pilot HIV and syphilis prevention interventions in
Regina, Saskatchewan." The project is funded by the SHRF Establishment Grant. For
more information: https://www.shrf.ca/post/andrew-eatons-approach-combat-hiv-syphilis-
saskatchewan

SWRC Internal GrantsSWRC Internal Grants

Dr. Kedi Zhao Dr. Kedi Zhao 
Award: Start-Up Grant
Project: Conceptualizing East Asian
older adults’ mental health struggles:
The influences of anti-Asian racism
arising from the COVID-19 pandemic
Amount: $5,000

Dr. Darlene Chalmers Dr. Darlene Chalmers 
Award: Travel Grant
Project: Delivery of the PAWSitive
support canine assisted wellness
program at the Drumheller
Institution in Alberta
Amount: up to $3,000

2nd Award: Travel Grant
Amount: up to $3,000
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Alternative crisis mental health response models: A knowledge-to-action study. SSHRC
Insight Development Grant: $75,000 (2024-2027)

Community-based pop-up strategies: A rapid assessment and response system to map
needle prevalence and implement HIV and syphilis prevention interventions in Regina,
Saskatchewan. CIHR Project Grant: $332,776 (2024-2029); President's Tri-Agency
Support Grant: $10,000

Community-engaged pop-up prevention: Establishing a rapid assessment and response
system to map needle prevalence and pilot HIV and syphilis prevention interventions in
Regina, Saskatchewan. SHRF Establishment Grant: $150,000 (2024-2027)

Engaging Indigenous Communities in Cognitive Remediation Group Therapy. SHRF Align
Grant: $10,000 (2024-2025)

Geographic information system real time mapping of community needles data to target
harm reduction interventions in Regina, Saskatchewan: A community-based, mixed-method
study. SHRF Impact Grant: $150,000 (2023-2025)

Identity development, attraction, and behaviour of heterosexually-identified men who have
sex with men. SSHRC Insight Grant: $294,305 (2022-2026)

Indigenizing Cognitive Remediation Group Therapy: A Two-Eyed Seeing Approach. Social
Work Research Centre Community Grant: $10,000 (2024-2025)

SWRC Current ProjectsSWRC Current Projects

Dr. Andrew EatonDr. Andrew Eaton

Dr. Lise MilneDr. Lise Milne
Exploring the optimal conditions for implementing a trauma-focused prenatal group
program in Saskatchewan: Interrupting the intergenerational cycle of trauma. SHRF
Establishment Grant: $119,958 (2022-2026)

Research Chair in Child and Youth Health and Well-being. Research Chair: $300,000
(2022-2025)

The Child & Youth Trauma Research Incubator (ThRIve). Office of VP (Research) Innovation
Fund: $60,000 (2024-2027); Canadian Foundation for Innovation: $60,000 (2024-
2027).
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SWRC Current ProjectsSWRC Current Projects

Dr. Michele Sorensen Dr. Michele Sorensen 
Subgrant: Retracing, reimagining and reconciling our roots (PI: Rita Irwin, UBC). SSHRC
Insight Grant: $45,000 (2020-2025)

Learning with the land. SSHRC Partnership Development Grant: $9,500 (2025-2026)

Dr. Fritz PinoDr. Fritz Pino
Transfeminism as resistance: A critical genealogy to highlight trans women of colour.
SWRC Seed Grant: $5,000 (2023-2025)

Queering schools/faculties of social work in Canada : Photovoice and exploring the
experiences of 2S/LGBTQI+Students. SSHRC Insight Development Grant: $3,954 (2025-
2026)

Dr. Kedi ZhaoDr. Kedi Zhao
Conceptualizing East Asian older adults’ mental health struggles: The influences of
anti-Asian racism arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. SWRC Start-Up Grant: 
$5,000 (2024-2025)

A digital hub for strengthening relationships: Confronting the challenges of conspiracy
thinking and misinformation in Saskatchewan. SHRF Connections Grant: $10,000 (2025-
2026)

Love in the age of rage: The impact of misinformation, conspiracy theories and political
polarization on intimate relationships, a pilot study. SSHRC Explore Grant: $5954 (2024-
2026)

Mental health and substance abuse treatment in a Saskatchewan context: Who accesses
and benefits from treatment? Who is missing? SHRF Establishment Grant: $117,213
(2021-2026)

Stories to tell: A pilot podcast project for youth with lived experience of crystal meth use
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. SSHRC Insight Development Grant: $74,935 (2022-2026)

Dr. Kara FletcherDr. Kara Fletcher
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Project: PHAC-funded Childhood Adversity and Resilience Research
Training Platform (CARe RTP)
SWRC Researcher: Lise Milne, Academic Partner
Collaboration: Support research trainees, deliver webinars, and support
increased pan-Canadian collaborations

SWRC Researchers ContributionsSWRC Researchers Contributions

Project: pan-Canadian, SSHRC Partnership Canadian Consortium on
Child and Youth Trauma
SWRC Researcher: Lise Milne
Collaboration: Works closely with in developing and delivering
training modules to child welfare staff

Project: pan-Canadian Alliance against Violence and Adversity 
SWRC Researcher: Lise Milne
Collaboration: Support the training, development, and sustainability of
community partners, students, and other trainees to reduce and prevent
gender-based violence

Project: Co-Applicant on two major national grants 
SWRC Researcher: Lise Milne
Collaboration: Comprising a pan-Canadian collection of researchers,
collaborators, partners, and persons with lived experience.
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SaskPain supports The Improving Pain in
Saskatchewan (IPSK) research project. The team
recently wrapped up the final phase of their work
funded by the Saskatchewan Health Research
Foundation, Saskatchewan Centre for Patient
Oriented Research, and Saskatchewan Community
Initiatives Fund. Phase 1 results of the study
informed the Saskatchewan Health Authority
Chronic Pain Provincial Clinical Network
application and action planning. Phase 2 and 3
involved development, implementation, and
evaluation of change strategies selected by working
groups in three communities.

Funder: Saskatchewan Health
Research Foundation (SHRF)
Program:  Innovation/SCPOR Grant
Project: Solutions-focused
storytelling to promote people-
centered care: challenging stigma
with chronic pain and substance
use through graphic medicine
Fellow Investigators: Tupper, S.M.,
Singh, A., Beckwell, E., Fescuic,
D. & Fornssler, B.

Erin Beckwell (Co-PI)Erin Beckwell (Co-PI)

SWRC Researcher Project Wrap-UpSWRC Researcher Project Wrap-Up

Improving Pain in Saskatchewan StudyImproving Pain in Saskatchewan Study

For more information: https://saskpain.ca/improving-pain-in-saskatchewan-study/ 18

https://arcanacreative.ca/case_studies/graphic-medicine-comics-for-chronic-pain-and-substance-use/
https://arcanacreative.ca/case_studies/graphic-medicine-comics-for-chronic-pain-and-substance-use/
https://arcanacreative.ca/case_studies/graphic-medicine-comics-for-chronic-pain-and-substance-use/
https://saskpain.ca/kids-books/
https://saskpain.ca/


Saskatchewan Health Research
Foundation [SHRF] supported the study
led by Gabriela Novotna, which explored
lived experience of substance use and
recovery among addiction counsellors in
Saskatchewan. Twenty-two participants
shared how burnout and stigma in small
rural recovery networks often blurred
personal and professional boundaries.
Participants emphasized the importance
of personal growth and experiential
knowledge in sustaining the quality of
their work; many of them considered
personal and professional well-being an
individual responsibility, and self-care
(e.g. personal hobbies and lifestyle
choices) as an antidote against a lack of
organizational support, training, or
acknowledgement of systemic challenges. 

Funder: Saskatchewan Health
Research Foundation (SHRF)
Program:  Establishment Grant
Project: Professional Identity
Development of Addiction
Counsellors in Recovery Working in
Addiction Services in
Saskatchewan: Grounded Theory
Duration: 2018-2024
Amount: $78,000

Dr. Gabriela Novotna (PI)Dr. Gabriela Novotna (PI)

SWRC Researcher Project Wrap-UpSWRC Researcher Project Wrap-Up

Exploring the Experiences of
Substance Use Professionals in
Recovery

Exploring the Experiences of
Substance Use Professionals in
Recovery

19

As a sole researcher, Dr. Novotna utilized this project to provide numerous opportunities
for graduate and undergraduate students to serve as Research Assistants across various
project stages. These students then received training in interviewing, data analysis,
conference presentations, and manuscript co-writing. The project demonstrates the
inherent value of social work research in fostering reflective practice, effective
supervision, and interdisciplinary collaboration.



Current state of healthcare in rural Saskatchewan:
is there a place for social workers?

Presented by: Presented by: 

Dr. Nuelle Novik

Alcohol use among Saskatchewan social workers:
a meeting between coping and conscience

Erin Redekop

Dr. Shela Hirani

Dr. Kara Fletcher

The impact of disasters and displacement on
breastfeeding practices of displaced mothers: a
call to action on baby-friendly initiatives 

Love in the age of rage: Conspiracy beliefs and
Intimate Relationships 

Dr.Kedi Zhao

Cannabis Use as a Cultural Conflict: Experiences
of Chinese International Students 
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https://www.uregina.ca/social-work/research-centre/swrc-lunch_learn.html
https://www.uregina.ca/social-work/research-centre/swrc-lunch_learn.html
https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/rec/share/TfSY2mhr5DCH449uBGy-PKQholzwSq1NnNpm1isQBysDkxwk3nJxGJEi2pf1gZia.hE_fwQmEgUWFi9gD?startTime=1740678474000
https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/rec/share/TfSY2mhr5DCH449uBGy-PKQholzwSq1NnNpm1isQBysDkxwk3nJxGJEi2pf1gZia.hE_fwQmEgUWFi9gD?startTime=1740678474000
https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/rec/share/5DP8_uNWKF0GW-D1XUr3IdqXL4-34QWB7geadEyGwgVtZZRkGuA6X3GAelcPBT6C.cNK2-zKRWF7j0p2g
https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/rec/share/5DP8_uNWKF0GW-D1XUr3IdqXL4-34QWB7geadEyGwgVtZZRkGuA6X3GAelcPBT6C.cNK2-zKRWF7j0p2g
https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/rec/share/5DP8_uNWKF0GW-D1XUr3IdqXL4-34QWB7geadEyGwgVtZZRkGuA6X3GAelcPBT6C.cNK2-zKRWF7j0p2g
https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/rec/share/5DP8_uNWKF0GW-D1XUr3IdqXL4-34QWB7geadEyGwgVtZZRkGuA6X3GAelcPBT6C.cNK2-zKRWF7j0p2g
https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/rec/share/CeYIr2nhfLOr9--JAvHR2feMTCre-DxTAIUhC2MVv8sTNCa9q5iBKEwJDPnviXej.up8i_SO3gBm_3I2a
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Brooks, C., Dell, C., Chalmers, D. & Carey, B. (2024). Witnessing self-affirming moments in
persons with dementia while interacting with therapy dogs. A case report. Animals, 14(24),
3620. https://doi.org/10.3390/ani14243620

Tupper, S.M., Singh, A., Beckwell, E., Fescuic, D. & Fornssler, B. (submitted).
Graphic medicine reflective learning activity on chronic pain beliefs among Dentistry
students. Journal of Dental Education.

Tupper, S.M., Singh, A., Beckwell, E. Fescuic, D. (2025). Dentistry students’
perceptions of key learnings and change in chronic pain beliefs with a graphic
medicine reflective learning activity. Canadian Journal of Pain.
https://doi.org/10.1080/24740527.2025.2522031

Eaton, A. D., *Scheadler, T. R., *Rowe, M., *Rao, S., *Kwan, S., Beer, O. W. J., Shuper, P.
A., Curtis, T. J., Busch, A., Vandervoort, D., & McInroy, L. B. (2025). Assessment of
heterosexual-identified men who have sex with men and men of diverse sexual identities:
Protocol for an international, multilingual, online, comparative sexuality study. JMIR
Research Protocols, 14. https://doi.org/10.2196/66897

Eaton, A. D. (2025). Current issues with social work field education and ideas for change.
Social Work Education, 1-10. https://doi.org/10.1080/02615479.2025.2484360

Eaton, A. D., *Pang, N., Varghese, S. M., Reddy, V. D., *Ross, S., Novotna, G., Beckwell, E.,
Medeiros, P., Shuper, P. A., & Ibáñez-Carrasco, F. (2025). ReportNeedles.ca: A real-time
needle collection tool to foster community health partnerships. Progress in Community
Health Partnerships: Research, Education, and Action, 18(4), 579-585.
https://doi.org/10.1353/cpr.2024.a948682

Kokorelias, K. M., Valentine, D., Eaton, A. D., Dove, E., Su, E., Sheppard, C. L., McKinlay, S.,
Brown, P., Singh, H. K., Wasilewski, M. B., Flanagan, A., Zhabokritsky, A., Abdelhalim, R.,
Parpia, R., Zewude, R., Jamieson, L., Walmsley, S., & Sirisegaram, L. (2025). “They didn’t
think we’d live this long”: A qualitative exploration of older adults living with HIV
perspectives on geriatric care in Ontario. HIV Medicine, 26(8), 1211–1223.
https://doi.org/10.1111/hiv.70047
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Eaton, A. D., Rowe, M., Nguyen, A., Lowe, L., Fletcher, K., Adenwala, A., Sudom-Young, S.,
Rackow, R., Poellet, L., McDonald, M., & McInroy, L. B. (2025). Processes of co-response
crisis mental health models: a scoping review. Advances in Mental Health, 1–24.
https://doi.org/10.1080/18387357.2025.2522434

Rowe, M. W., Nguyen, A., Lowe, L., Fletcher, K., & Eaton, A. D. (2025). Restructuring crisis
response programs as civilian-led: A scoping review. International Journal of Mental Health
Systems. https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-6674129/v1

Rosas, C., Li., J., Fletcher, K. (under review). The effects of conspiracy beliefs on family and
friends’ relationships: A systematic review. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships. 

Fletcher, K., Rosas, C., Li, J (under review) Love in the age of rage: The impact of
misinformation, conspiracy theories, and polarization on intimate relationships, a scoping
review. Journal of Couple & Relationship Therapy.

Milne, L., Ratushniak, A., & Nguyen, H. (2024). How adverse childhood experiences impact
the professional quality of life of residential care workers: Resilience as a mediator for
burnout, secondary traumatic stress, and compassion satisfaction. Frontiers in Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry, 3, 1-13. https://doi.org/10.3389/frcha.2024.1423451 

Liu, R., & Milne, L. (2025). Translating Child Trauma Research into Action: The Child
Trauma Research Centre’s Journey to Inform Interventions and Policy. Canadian
Psychological Association. Psynopsis: Canada’s Psychology Magazine, 2(11), 10-11.
https://cpa.ca/psynopsis/
 
Milne, L., Stoddard, L., & Ratushniak, A. (revise and resubmit). Exploring the optimal
conditions for implementing a Canadian trauma-focused prenatal group program: Interrupting
the intergenerational cycle of trauma. Societies Special Issue: “Building the Evidence Base
for Innovative and Contextually Sensitive Programs to Prevent and Treat Child Abuse and
Neglect and Reduce Child Welfare Involvement.” 
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Ratushniak, A., Milne, L., Nixon, K., & Rosas-Jiménez, C. (Submitted April 2025). Sarah’s
story: A Canadian narrative case study and systems map of the complex barriers IPV victim-
survivors and their children must navigate. Child Protection and Practice.

McIntosh, T., Camillo, C.A., Novik, N., Jeffery, B., & Ly, M. (Under Review, June 2025). The
big swing toward centralized governance: What we heard from rural Saskatchewan healthcare
workers. Healthcare Papers. Longwoods. 

Brown, J., Novik, N., & Apesland, A. (2025). Canadian funeral professionals' experiences 
working with Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID). Journal of Loss and Trauma, 1-21.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15325024.2025.2459779
  
Muhajarine, N., Dixon, J., Ahmed, M.S., Bukhari, A., Clifford, J., Adeyinka, D.A., Novotna, G.,
& Dyck, E. (2025). Co-occurrence of depression, anxiety and increased alcohol use during
the late stage of the COVID-19 pandemic in Saskatchewan, Canada: A cross-sectional survey.
British Medical Journal of Public Health, 3:e000965. http://doi.org/10.1136/bmjph-2024-
000965

Morgenshtern, M., Schmidt. J., & Novotna, G. (in press). Photovoice as knowledge
mobilization. Journal of Critical Methodologies.

Morgenshtern, M., Novotna, G., Taylor, D. P., Danish, U., & Hickman, S. (2024). In search of
inclusion and recognition: Immigrant experiences in the search for professional employment
in Durham region, Ontario. Canadian Ethnic Studies, 56(3), 69-97.
https://doi.org/10.1353/ces.2024.a939616

Novotna, G., Siddique, A., D’Sena, N. (under review). Recovery management of the substance
use counsellors with lived experience in the age of neoliberalism: A qualitative exploration.
Contemporary Drug Problems.

Novotna, G. (invited manuscript, submitted).  Beyond recovery: Navigating dual roles and
organizational and systemic barriers in the substance use workforce. Substance Use:
Research and Treatment.
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Zhao, K., & Wong, T. (2025). Conceptualizing anti-Asian bullying faced by East Asian
adolescents in Canadian schools arising from the COVID-19 pandemic: The roles of social
workers. International Social Work. https://doi.org/10.1177/00208728251327626

Wang, J., Zheng, S., Zhang, M., & Zhao, K. (2025). Parenting styles and adolescents’
cyberbullying: The indirect effect of attitude towards human dignity. Journal of Child and
Family Studies. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-024-02971-3

Quan, P., Zhao, K., Liao, M., Tian, X., Wang, S., Rong, C., Wang, M. & Sakamoto, I. (2024,
September 6). In search of a safe harbor: An exploration of the experiences of K12
international students in unregulated homestays. SafeHarbor Project & Factor-Inwentash
Faculty of Social Work, University of Toronto. https://socialwork.utoronto.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2024/10/SafeHarbor-Project-Community-Report-compressed.pdf
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Daschuk, M., Dell, C., Morgan, A., Chalmers, D., Schwann, L., Laliberte, L., & Acoose, S.
(2025). Guidance for Canada’s wildfire emergency response efforts: Learning from volunteer
therapy dog program support during Saskatchewan crises. In H. Wu, K. Breen, & S. DeYoung
(Eds.), Human-animal interactions in the global context of climate change, disasters, and
other crises. In press. 

Rath, G., Dell, C., Kang, T., & Chalmers, D. (2024). It just makes you feel good inside: How
the PAWSitive Support Canine-Assisted Learning Program helps prisoners confront addiction
and self-stigma. In A. Fine (Ed.), Handbook on animal-assisted therapy: Foundations and
guidelines for animal-assisted interventions (6th ed.), pp. 47-480. Elsevier. 

Craig, S. L., McInroy, L. B., & Eaton, A. D. (2022). Building strengths-based and empowering
continuums of care for LGBTQ+ youth. In M. P. Dentato (Ed.), Social work practice with the
LGBTQ+ community (2  ed., pp. 515-533). Oxford University Press.nd
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Fletcher, K. (in press for 2026). Integrative approaches to couple and family therapy in
Canada: A beginners guide. Canadian Scholars Press. 

Novik, N., McKee, B., & Pearce, K. (2024). Social work practice and mental health services
outside of urban settings. In Jeffery, B., & Novik, N. (Eds.) (2022). Rural and northern social
work practice: Examples within a Canadian context, 2nd ed. Regina, SK: University of
Regina. https://opentextbooks.uregina.ca/ruralandnorthernsocialworkpractice/

Pino, F. (2024). Epilogue: Queer affect as collective refusal and path to deviate from
neoliberal ethical desires. In A. Davies & C. Greensmith (Eds.), Queering professionalism:
Pitfalls and possibilities (pp.311-315). University of Toronto Press.

Pino, F. (2024). Diasporic queer and trans Filipinos in Canada: Some consideration for anti-
oppressive mental healthcare practice. In D. Nyaga, & R. A. Torres (Eds.), Reimagining
mental health and addiction under the Covid-19 pandemic (vol. 1, pp. 79-82), Advances in
Mental Health and Addiction. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-58367-
4_10
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Fletcher, K., Rosas, C., Xi, J (2025). Love in the age of conspiracy: 5 tips to deal with
disinformation and political polarization in relationships. The Conversation Canada.
https://theconversation.com/love-in-the-age-of-conspiracy-5-tips-to-deal-with-disinformation-
and-political-polarization-in-relationships-251797
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Eaton, A. D., Kern, T., Ibáñez-Carrasco, F., Murzin K., Landy, R., Muchenje, M., 
Jimenez, D., Vera, J. H., Brouilette, M-J., Anderson, M., Da Silva, G., Godin, G-H., Moore,
C., Pennell, A., & Hui, J. (2024). Unlocking vitality: The mind, brain, and body journey of
aging with HIV – Evaluation report. Eaton Lab. https://eaton-lab.com/evaluation-report

Jeffery, B., Akwen, N., Mahani, A., Novik, N., & McIntosh, T. (2024). Interventions to
Enhance Social Inclusion of Persons Living with Dementia and their Care Partners in Rural
Saskatchewan: Final Evaluation Report.  Regina, SK: Saskatchewan Population Health and
Evaluation Research Unit.

Jeffery, B., McIntosh, T., Akwen, N. & Novik, N. (2024). Interventions to enhance social
inclusion for persons living with dementia and their care partners in rural Saskatchewan.
Windup summit report. Regina. SK. Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation
Research Unit.

Jeffery, B., McIntosh, T., Novik, N., & Bellows, B. (2024). Dementia Knowledge Survey
Report, University of Regina: Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research
Unit. Available at www.spheru.ca

Akwen, N., Jeffery, B., Mahani, A., Novik, N., & McIntosh, T. (2024). Alzheimer Society
Saskatchewan Awareness Campaign & Dementia Friendly Initiatives: Evaluation Report.
Regina, SK: Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit.

Akwen, N., Jeffery, B., Beitel, J., Cammer, A., Mahani, A., Novik, N., & McIntosh, T. (2024).
The Cognitive Kitchen: Evaluation Report. Regina, SK: Saskatchewan Population Health and
Evaluation Research Unit.

Akwen, N., Jeffery, B., Mahani, A., Novik, N., & McIntosh, T. (2024). Godfrey Dean Art
Gallery Belong Where You Find Yourself Project: Evaluation Report. Regina, SK:
Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit.

Akwen, N., Jeffery, B., Oosman, S., Daigneault, E., Dubrule, D., Sakitawak Elders Group Inc.,
Wark, H., Mahani, A., Novik, N., & McIntosh, T. (2024). Addressing dementia in the
community of Île à la Crosse: Evaluation Report. Regina, SK: Saskatchewan Population
Health and Evaluation Research Unit.

Akwen, N., Jeffery, B., Novik, N., & McIntosh, T. (2024). Scaling up Rural Dementia Action
Research (RaDAR) Memory Clinics in Rural Saskatchewan: Evaluation Report. Regina, SK:
Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit.

Akwen, N., Jeffery, B., Mahani, A., Novik, N., & McIntosh, T., & Berenyi, R. (2024).
Evaluation Report: SaskAbilities Dementia Friendly Life Enrichment Program. Regina, SK:
Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit.
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Conferences & Speaking EngagementsConferences & Speaking Engagements

Chalmers, D. (October 2024). My Lifeline is gone: A qualitative exploration of the
experiences of Veterans following the loss of their psychiatric service dog(s). Canadian
Institute of Military and Veteran Health Research (CIMVHR) Forum. Winnipeg, MB. (In
absentia).

Hanrahan, C., Matsuoka, A., Chalmers, D., & Ferreira, J. (September 2024). Animal justice
and the need for social work educational reform in a more than human world. Panel
Presentation. Canadian Animal Law Conference. Toronto, ON. (In absentia).

Dell, C., Daschuk, M., Morgan, A., Chalmers, D., Schwann, L., Laliberte, L., & Acoose, S.
(April 2025). Animal-assisted support programs and Canadian wildfire emergency
response. Building a Culture of Disaster Resilience: An International Symposium, Halifax,
NS. (In absentia).

Eaton, A. D., & McInroy, L. B. (October 2025). Teaching quantitative research to MSW
students: A blended approach. [Oral]. 71  Annual Program Meeting of the Council on
Social Work Education. Denver, CO.

st

Varghese, S. M., Reddy, V. D., Hurn, M., *Pang, N., & Eaton, A. D. (May 2025). Using
direct observed therapy (DOT) and client care coordination to improve HIV outcomes in
hard-to-reach populations in Regina, Saskatchewan. [Oral]. 34th Annual Canadian
Conference on HIV/AIDS Research. Halifax, NS.

*Pang, N., Eaton, A. D., Varghese, S. M., Reddy, V. R., *Ross, S., Novotna, G., Beckwell,
E., Medeiros, P., Ibáñez-Carrasco, F., & Shuper, P. A. (January 2025). Feasibility of
geospatially informed pop-up interventions: A community-driven approach to enhancing
accessibility of harm reduction services. [Oral]. 29th Annual Conference of the Society for
Social Work and Research. Seattle, WA, USA.

Kokorelias, K.M., Valentine, D., Eaton, A.D., Flanagan, A., Wasilewski, M.B., Zhabokritsky,
A., Dove, E., Sheppard, C.L., Abdelhalim, R., Parpia, R., Zewude, R., Jamieson, L., Su,
E., Brown, P., McKinlay, S., Singh, H., Grosse, A., Walmsley, S., & Sirisegaram, L.
(October 2024). “They didn’t think we’d live this long”: A qualitative exploration of older
adults living with HIVs’ perspectives on geriatric care. 52  Annual Scientific and
Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on Gerontology. Edmonton.

nd

Kokorelias, K.M., Valentine, D., Eaton, A.D., Flanagan, A., Wasilewski, M.B., Zhabokritsky,
A., Dove, E., Sheppard, C.L., Abdelhalim, R., Parpia, R., Zewude, R., Jamieson, L., Su,
E., Brown, P., McKinlay, S., Singh, H., Grosse, A., Walmsley, S., & Sirisegaram, L.
(October 2024). Exploring virtual healthcare perspectives among older adults living with
HIV: A qualitative study. 52  Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian
Association on Gerontology. Edmonton, AB.

nd
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Kokorelias, K.M., Valentine, D., Flanagan, A., Eaton, A.D., Wasilewski, M.B., 
Zhabokritsky, A., Dove, E., Sheppard, C.L., Abdelhalim, R., Parpia, R., Zewude, R.,
Jamieson, L., Su, E., Brown, P., McKinlay, S., Singh, H., Grosse, A., Walmsley, S., &
Sirisegaram, L. (October 2024). Exploring the intersection of stigma and aging among
diverse HIV-positive older adults: A qualitative inquiry to inform geriatric care. 52
Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on Gerontology.
Edmonton, AB.

nd

Fletcher, K., Rosas, C., Li, J. (March 27-29, 2025). Love in the age of rage: The impact of
misinformation, conspiracy theories, and polarization on intimate relationships. World
Family Therapy Congress, Aberdeen, Scotland.

Fletcher, K., Rosas, C., Li, J. (November 19, 2024). Love in the age of rage: The impact of
misinformation, conspiracy theories, and polarization on intimate relationships. SWRC
Lunch and Learn.

Milne, L. (2024). How child protection services respond to cases of intimate partner
violence in Saskatchewan: Key findings from the perspective of child protection services
professionals, collateral organization supports, and survivor/victims. Invited speaker for
Court of King's Bench for Saskatchewan Judge's Education Seminar: National Judicial
Institute. Saskatoon.

Milne, L., & Ratushniak, A. (2024). What's collaboration got to do with it? Better
understanding how child protection services respond to cases of intimate partner violence.
Provincial Association of Transition Houses Saskatchewan Annual Conference. Regina.

Milne, L. (presenter) & Ratushniak, A. (2024). What's collaboration got to do with it?
Better responding to the complexities of child protection responses to intimate partner
violence: Integrated findings of a Canadian study. International Society for the Prevention
of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) Congress. Uppsala, Sweden.

Milne, L. & Paiva, A. (2024).Supporting Residential Care Workers to Provide Trauma-
Informed Care to Children and Youth: Findings from a Manitoba Study. Prairie Child
Welfare Consortium Biennial Conference. Winnipeg, Manitoba.
 
Nixon, K., Milne, L., Jenney, A., Pfau, J., Gobert, E., Ratushniak, A. (2024). In search of
promising approaches: Canadian child protection service responses to cases of intimate
partner violence. Prairie Child Welfare Consortium Biennial Conference. Winnipeg,
Manitoba.

Brown, J., & Novik, N. (May 9, 2025). Walking with the dying: Funeral care professionals
experiences with MAID. Funeral and Cremation Services Council of Saskatchewan
(FCSCS) Spring Symposium. Invited presentation. 
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Novik, N., Ly, M., McIntosh, T., Jeffery, B., & Camillo, C.A. (May 9, 2025). The 
current state of healthcare in rural Saskatchewan. SPHERU 25  Anniversary Café
Scientific. Poster Presentation. Regina, SK

th

Brown, J., & Novik, N. (May 9, 2025). Walking with the dying: Funeral care professionals
experiences with MAID. Funeral and Cremation Services Council of Saskatchewan
(FCSCS) Spring Symposium. Invited presentation.

Novik, N. (March 25, 2025). Current state of healthcare in rural Saskatchewan: Is there a
place for social workers? Lunch & Learn Presentation, Social Work Research Centre,
Faculty of Social Work, University of Regina. [virtual presentation]

Novik, N. (March 18, 2025). The current state of rural healthcare in Saskatchewan. SASW
Virtual Speaker Series. Saskatchewan Association of Social Workers. Invited Presentation.
[virtual presentation]

Brown, J., & Novik, N. (December 18, 2024). Funeral care professionals and medical
assistance in dying in Saskatchewan: An exploratory study. Presentation to Funeral and
Cremation Services Council of Saskatchewan. Invited presentation. [virtual presentation]

Novik, N. (November 27, 2024). Dementia supports in rural Saskatchewan: Project
windup & key accomplishments. Presented at Saskatchewan Rural Dementia Action
Research Summit. Invited presentation. [virtual presentation] 

Novik, N. (October 25, 2024). The current state of healthcare in rural Saskatchewan.
Presentation to Master of Physician Studies Retreat. Invited presentation. [virtual
presentation]

Novotna, G. (June 23-26, 2025). Leveraging social connectedness Through Praxis and
Transformative Learning for Social Work Education, European Conference on Social Work
Education: Social Connectedness – Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities, Salzburg,
Austria.

Novotna, G. (June 23-26, 2025). Social Connectedness Across Diverse Recovery
Approaches: The Experience of Professionals with Lived and Living Experience. European
Conference on Social Work Education: Social Connectedness – Contemporary Challenges
and Opportunities, Salzburg, Austria.

Pang N., Eaton A.D., Varghese S.M., Reddy V.R., Ross S., Novotna G, Beckwell E., Medeiros
P, Ibáñez-Carrasco F, Shuper PA. (2025, January 15-19). Feasibility of Geospatially
Informed Pop-up Interventions: A Community-Driven Approach to Enhancing Accessibility
of Harm Reduction Services. The 29th Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work
Research. Seattle, USA.
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Muhajarine, N., Novotna, G., Abonyi, S. Hackett, P. Neudorf, C. et al. (April 29-May 1,
2025). HINDSIGHT + INSIGHT = FORESIGHT: INVIGORATING POPULATION AND
PUBLIC HEALTH EQUITY RESEARCH IN UNCERTAIN TIMES. A symposium at the
Canadian Public Health Association Annual Conference 2025, Winnipeg.

2025. Pino, F. Presented a paper entitled, Racialized queer aging: Older Filipino queers in
critical social work in Canada, for the panel on “Counter-stories: Diverse narratives of
aging experiences” at the Anti-Oppressive Gerontological Social Work Virtual Symposium,
organized by Thompson River University, Kamloops, BC.

Pino, F. (2025). Facilitator for the keynote and paper panels on The Contours of Filipino 
Social Work Praxis in the Canadian Diaspora, at the first virtual symposium of the Filipino
Canadian Social & Community Workers Network with Faculties and School of Social Work
in Regina, Manitoba, and Ottawa.

Zhao, K. & Sakamoto, I. (May 2025). Empowering East Asian communities’ fight against
anti-Asian racism in Canada: A theoretical reflection for social workers. Oral presentation
delivered at the Canadian Association for Social Work Education virtual summit.

Zhao, K., Fang, L., & Hack, B. (March 2025). The influence of cultural fusion on
navigating cultural conflicts: Perceptions of cannabis use in Canada among Chinese
international students. Poster presented at the Metropolis Canada Conference in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada.

Quan, P., Zhao, K., Liao, M., & Sakamoto, I. (January 2025). Hidden struggles:
Uncovering violence in Canadian homestays for Chinese high school international
students. Poster presented at the Society for Social Work and Research Annual
conference in Seattle, USA.

Zhao, K., Quan, P., & Sakamoto, I. (September 2024). Understanding and addressing
injustice behind the national cap on international student admissions in Canada. Oral
presentation delivered at the virtual Conversations: An International Conference in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada. 

Sakamoto, I., Zhao, K., Quan, P., & Lin, K. (September 2024). Beyond “Wu Nai” (being
hopeless about the experiences of racism): Documenting Activism and Advocacy Efforts
Against Anti-Asian Racism during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Oral presentation delivered at
the virtual Conversations: An International Conference in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Quan, P., Zhao, K., Liao, M., & Sakamoto, I. (September 2024). Towards a Safer Harbor:
Unpacking K12 International Students’ Experience in Canadian Homestays. Oral
presentation delivered at the virtual Conversations: An International Conference in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.
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Amato, A. (2024) featuring Eaton, A. D. U of R professor aims to Indigenize cognitive 
therapy for people with HIV. Regina Leader-Post. https://leaderpost.com/health/u-of-r-
professor-aims-to-indigenize-cognitive-therapy-for-people-with-hiv 

Bamford, A. (2024) featuring Eaton, A. D. New research looks to improve lives of Indigenous
people living with HIV. CTV National News. https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/new-research-
looks-to-improve-lives-of-indigenous-people-with-hiv-1.7020649 

Patterson, D. (2024) featuring Eaton, A. D. Is complex needs ‘shelter’ the best title for new
facilities opening in Regina, Saskatoon? CBC News.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/is-complex-needs-shelter-the-best-title-for-new-
facilities-opening-in-regina-saskatoon-1.7281603 

Lise Milne (2025, June 2). On camera interview with Global News about residential youth
care for a special story/report. 

Kara Fletcher (2025, April 17). CBC Saskatchewan, Blue Sky, Conspiracy theories and
relationships. Interview. https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-189-blue-sky

Kara Fletcher. (2025, May 13). Global TV. Conspiracy theories and romantic relationships.
Interview.  https://globalnews.ca/video/11177386/gnm-relationships-in-the-age-of-
conspiracy/

Novik, N. (2025). Globe and Mail – Interviewer Mr. Tu Thanh Ha | National Reporter: Focus
on ER closures across Canada and tracking of service disruptions.
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-morning-update-tracking-er-closures-across-
canada/

Novik, N. (Guest) and Martin, K. (Host). (2025, May 15). Accessing health services in
Saskatchewan with the University of Regina and the CMHA [S8:E4]. Municast: A SUMA
Podcast. S8:E4 Accessing Health Services in Saskatchewan with the University of 
Regina and the CMHA.

Novotna, G. & Stewart, M. (2024, August 19). Saskatchewan Shift on Deadly Addiction Crisis
Lack Evidence. (Guest Columnists). Regina Leader Post.
https://leaderpost.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-saskatchewan-shift-on-deadly-addiction-
crisis-lacks-evidence

Media EngagementMedia Engagement

32

https://leaderpost.com/health/u-of-r-professor-aims-to-indigenize-cognitive-therapy-for-people-with-hiv
https://leaderpost.com/health/u-of-r-professor-aims-to-indigenize-cognitive-therapy-for-people-with-hiv
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/new-research-looks-to-improve-lives-of-indigenous-people-with-hiv-1.7020649
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/new-research-looks-to-improve-lives-of-indigenous-people-with-hiv-1.7020649
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/is-complex-needs-shelter-the-best-title-for-new-facilities-opening-in-regina-saskatoon-1.7281603
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/is-complex-needs-shelter-the-best-title-for-new-facilities-opening-in-regina-saskatoon-1.7281603
https://globalnews.ca/video/11177386/gnm-relationships-in-the-age-of-conspiracy/
https://globalnews.ca/video/11177386/gnm-relationships-in-the-age-of-conspiracy/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-morning-update-tracking-er-closures-across-canada/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-morning-update-tracking-er-closures-across-canada/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvWjE0AqLkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvWjE0AqLkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvWjE0AqLkU
https://leaderpost.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-saskatchewan-shift-on-deadly-addiction-crisis-lacks-evidence
https://leaderpost.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-saskatchewan-shift-on-deadly-addiction-crisis-lacks-evidence


THANK YOU TO  SWRC RESEARCH PARTNERS

Child Trauma
Research Centre

McGill University


	2024-2025 (July to June)
	Annual Report
	Prepared by:

	Table of Contents
	Message from the Director
	Meet Our Team
	Director                               Dr. Kara Fletcher
	Research Associates Dr. Darlene Chalmers Dr. Andrew Eaton Dr. Jacqueline Fields  Dr. Amanda Gebhard Dr. Bonnie Jeffery   Dr. Lise Milne     Dr. Nuelle Novik
	Research Administrator Sue McGee
	Dr. Gabriela Novotna  Dr. Fritz Pino    Dr. Cathy Rocke   Dr. Michele Sorensen   Dr. Kedi Zhao*    Erin Beckwell


	2024-25 Review
	Newly Funded  Projects
	SWRC Community Grants
	Nominations & Awards
	SWRC Grants
	Current Projects
	Lunch & Learn
	Publications
	Research Reports
	Conferences & Speaking Engagements
	Media Engagements


	Newly Funded SWRC Projects
	“Community-based pop-up strategies: A rapid assessment and response system to map needle prevalence and implement HIV and syphilis prevention interventions in Regina, Saskatchewan”
	Dr. Andrew Eaton (PI)

	Newly Funded SWRC Projects
	“Alternative crisis mental health response models: A knowledge-to-action study”
	Method

	Dr. Andrew Eaton (PI)
	https://eaton-lab.com/


	Newly Funded SWRC Projects
	“Love in the age of rage: The impact of misinformation, conspiracy theories and political polarization on intimate relationships, a pilot study”
	Dr. Kara Fletcher (PI)
	"A digital hub for strengthening relationships: Confronting the challenges of conspiracy thinking and misinformation in Saskatchewan"

	Dr. Kara Fletcher (PI)

	Newly Funded SWRC Projects
	“Older East and Southeast Asian adults’ perceptions and coping strategies of anti-Asian racism in the post-pandemic era: A mix-methods exploration”
	Dr. Kedi Zhao (PI)
	Funder:  Program:   Fellow Investigators:  Duration:  Amount:


	Newly Funded Collaborative Projects
	Dr. Andrew Eaton
	Newly Funded Collaborative Projects
	Dr. Andrew Eaton
	Newly Funded Collaborative Projects
	Dr. Lise Milne
	Newly Funded Collaborative Projects
	Dr. Darlene Chalmers
	Dr. Gabriela Novotna
	Dr. Nuelle Novik
	Nominations & Awards
	Dr. Andrew Eaton
	Dr. Lise Milne
	SWRC Internal Grants
	Dr. Kedi Zhao
	Dr. Darlene Chalmers
	SWRC Current Projects
	Dr. Andrew Eaton
	Dr. Lise Milne

	SWRC Current Projects
	Dr. Kara Fletcher
	Dr. Michele Sorensen
	Dr. Fritz Pino
	Dr. Kedi Zhao

	SWRC Researchers Contributions
	SWRC Researcher Project Wrap-Up
	Improving Pain in Saskatchewan Study
	Erin Beckwell (Co-PI)
	For more information: https://saskpain.ca/improving-pain-in-saskatchewan-study/


	SWRC Researcher Project Wrap-Up
	Dr. Gabriela Novotna (PI)
	Exploring the Experiences of Substance Use Professionals in Recovery


	Presented by:
	Current state of healthcare in rural Saskatchewan: is there a place for social workers?
	Alcohol use among Saskatchewan social workers: a meeting between coping and conscience
	The impact of disasters and displacement on breastfeeding practices of displaced mothers: a call to action on baby-friendly initiatives
	Love in the age of rage: Conspiracy beliefs and Intimate Relationships
	Cannabis Use as a Cultural Conflict: Experiences of Chinese International Students

	Other Events
	Publications: Peer-Reviewed Articles
	Publications: Peer-Reviewed Articles
	Publications: Peer-Reviewed Articles
	Publications: Peer-Reviewed Articles
	Publications: Books & Chapters
	Publications: Books & Chapters
	Publications: Other
	Research Reports
	Conferences & Speaking Engagements
	Conferences & Speaking Engagements
	Conferences & Speaking Engagements
	Conferences & Speaking Engagements
	Media Engagement
	THANK YOU TO SWRC RESEARCH PARTNERS

