
 

 
 

 

BUS 285 – 40 and 43 – COURSE OUTLINE – Spring, 2020 

 

Instructor:   Nola Joorisity, FCPA, FCA, CMA, C.Dir.  

Office: Zoom Room   

Times/Dates: Tuesday / Thursday 8:00 – 10:45 a.m. and Friday 11:00 – 1:45 p.m. 

Tuesday / Thursday 2:00 – 4:45 p.m. and Friday 2:00 – 4:45 p.m. 

Classroom: Zoom Room  

E-mail:  Through URCourses email only please  

Zoom Office  

Hours:     Tuesday and Thursday 11:00 – 12:00, 1:00 – 1:30 p.m..   I also book 

appointments via URCourse email. Please book an appointment.   

 

COURSE OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES  

 

In this course, you are introduced to fundamental concepts of financial 

accounting.  Students will develop an understanding of the objective of financial 

reporting, accounting cycle and preparation of financial statements in 

accordance with Accounting Standards for Private Enterprise (ASPE).  Students will 

also be introduced to financial statement analysis.   

 

BEING SUCCESSFUL IN THIS COURSE 

 

Your goal is more than passing this class; your goal must be to do well. This class is 

a foundation to all business students whether or not you intend to pursue the 

accounting major.  

 

RESOURCES 

 

Textbook with Wiley PLUS:    Kimmel, et al (2017) Financial Accounting, Tools for 

Business Decision-Making.  Seventh Canadian Edition, John Wiley & Sons Canada, 

Ltd. 

 

Wiley PLUS is a research based online environment for effective learning.  It 

contains interactive study tools and resources including an electronic textbook.  

With WileyPLUS, students have the opportunity to learn financial accounting by 

doing financial accounting.   

 

As BUS 285 chapter assignments, adaptive questions and weekly exams must be 

completed using Wiley PLUS, students are required to purchase the textbook 

including Wiley Plus.  The textbook comes in paper or electronic format.  

 

This course requires a reliable internet connection, a computer and a webcam to 

enable your participation in mandatory course discussions, assignments and/or 

exams.  You are also required to have Microsoft Word.  

 

 

Please note – WileyPlus works best with the Chrome software 

 



 

UR Courses: 

URcourses is used extensively in this course.  Please visit UR Courses before every 

class to ensure you have updated information and access to any extra resources. 

I regularly post messages on URCourses.   

 

The following materials will be available from the course web page: 

 Course outline 

 PowerPoint slides from the lectures 

 Chapter videos 

 “How to” videos 

 Self-study problems and their solutions 

 Sample exams and term exam solutions 

 Any additional assigned material and reminders as required. 

 

GRADING 

 

To pass the class, students must earn a grade of 50% or greater.  In addition, 

students must have an overall passing grade (50% or greater) on the combination 

of the weekly exams and the final exam.  The mark distribution is as follows:  

 

Deliverables Marks  

1. Adaptive assignments  17% 

2. Chapter assignments 12% 

3. Weekly Exams   40% 

4. Final Exam   31%  

TOTAL           100% 

  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Chapter assignments 

Chapter assignments, which will be taken through Wiley Plus, are an integral 

part of the course. Students will be required to submit chapter assignments via 

Wiley Plus no later than 11:00 p.m. every Thursday. Late chapter assignments will 

not be accepted.   

 

Please note that the chapter assignments must be completed individually 

without collaborating with other students unless otherwise advised. 

 

The chapter assignments are worth a total of 17% your grade.  Fifteen (15%) of 

these 17 marks will be for completing the basic chapter assignments.  Students 

who make a genuine effort to complete ALL of the chapter assignments will be 

eligible for 2 additional weighted average marks.  Genuine effort can mean 

attempting at least 50% of the questions in the assignment and at least half of 

the 50% of the attempted questions must be something other than multiple 

choice.   

 



Adaptive assignments 

 

On a regular basis, students will be expected to complete assignments using 

Wiley Plus Adaptive questions. As practice is essential to BUS 285 success, the 

Adaptive assignments are intended to provide students with additional 

opportunities to learn the course concepts. Please note that the Adaptive 

assignments must be completed individually without collaborating with other 

students. 

 

Each Adaptive assignment will require that students complete a minimum of 

35 questions using WileyPLUS.   Students will be assigned a proficiency score 

of 0% to 100% calculated based on the time spent on the assigned questions 

as well as performance and productivity. The proficiency score on each 

assignment will be converted into an assignment grade as follows: 

 

Proficiency score of 75% to 100%    2 

Proficiency score of 60% to 74%     1 

Proficiency score of 59% or less     0 

 

When students begin each assignment, it will be necessary to complete a 

diagnostic of 15 to 20 questions if it has not already been completed as part of 

students’ self study. 

 

Following the completion of the diagnostic, students will receive a report 

summarizing the results of the diagnostic. Students should then proceed to the 

dashboard to practice at the chapter or objective level to complete the 

assignment. After completing the minimum of 35 questions, students will have 

the opportunity to complete additional questions to improve their proficiency 

score. Students can continue to complete additional questions until the 

deadline for completion of an assignment. 

 

Assignments will be due no later than 11:00 pm each Thursday.  Adaptive 

assignments will be configured such that late assignments will be assigned a 

grade of 0. Students will also receive a grade of 0 should an assignment not be 

completed. 

 

Adaptive assignments will be worth a total of 12% of your mark.  Ten (10%) of 

these 12 marks will be for completing the basic adaptive assignments.  

Students who make a genuine effort to complete ALL of the adaptive 

assignments will be eligible for 2 additional weighted average marks.  

Genuine effort will mean achieving a proficiency score of at least 60%. 
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1) Exams: 

 

There are six weekly exams plus a final exam, each with questions in a variety of 

formats, which may include multiple choice, short answer and longer answer. 

These exams will be through the online Wiley tool.  All exams in this course must 

be completed independently without access to the textbook, other resources or 

other people and  in Wiley Plus.  The exact format of the exam will only be 

discussed in class.  

 

Weekly exams   

Each Friday during class time, there will be a weekly exam on the chapters 

covered that week.  There will be two timed components to the exam – one 

part will be multiple choice and one part will be calculation type of questions.  

There will be a scheduled break between these two components.  These exams 

are an early warning indicator of how well you are doing in class so that issues 

can be addressed early.    At the end of the exam, and after the student has 

review their marks and feedback, students will complete and submit a reflective 

exam wrapper. 

  

Final Exam  

The final exam is comprehensive, covering all course content. It will have a 

similar format to the weekly exams and taken through the Wiley online tool.  

 

If you cannot write the final exam for a medical or other legitimate reason, your 

final exam may be deferred. However, your Instructor cannot defer the final 

exam; please see the Associate Dean – Undergraduate Programs for deferral 

permission.  

 
EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS  

 

Students are expected to conduct themselves with professionalism at all times.  In 

addition to abiding by the regulations of the University of Regina and the Student Code 

of Conduct each student is required to sign and return, the following are the 

expectations of students: 

 

 Class attendance is essential to the successful completion of BUS 285.   

 Communications with your instructor, teaching assistants or fellow classmates needs 

to be respectful and professional.  Please avoid the use of slang, texting short forms 

and inappropriate language. 

 Please be patient.  Allow a reasonable amount of time to receive a response back – 

say 24 hours during the week and longer during weekends.  

 

Only use the email link on URcourses to reach your instructor.  A special link is set 

up at the very top of your URcourse page for these purposes. Do not use the 

chat feature or send to the instructor’s University of Regina email.  
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HARASSMENT POLICY 

 

The University of Regina promotes an environment that is free of all forms of harassment 

and discrimination.  The University will neither tolerate nor condone any inappropriate or 

irresponsible conduct (and behavior) that creates an intimidating, hostile or offensive 

environment for work or study through the harassment of an individual or group on the 

basis of: (1) race and all race-related grounds such as ancestry, place of origin, colour, 

ethnic origin, citizenship or creed or (2) sex, gender or sexual orientation.  Please refer to 

the University’s General Calendar for more information. 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

 

If a special accommodation is needed due to a disability, you should contact the 

Centre for Student Accessibility at 585-4631 (Room 251, Riddell Centre) or via e-mail: 

accessibility@uregina.ca. 

 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT AND PLAGIARISM 

 

You will be required to sign and submit a Student Code of Conduct.  This code should 

govern your academic behaviour in this class.  While you are encouraged to interact 

with, and learn from, other students in this class, you are required to do your own work. 

Plagiarism is a serious issue.  Students plagiarizing others’ work will face misconduct 

penalties.  Please avoid action that constitute academic misconduct – this could 

include using resources – books, online, people – during assignments, Wiley Plus adaptive 

and weekly exams, etc.  Be sure you understand the section on Student Behaviour, 

contained in the most current Academic Calendar, or ask your instructor in advance if 

you have questions about plagiarism or other forms of misconduct.   
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Tentative Schedule – May 4 – June 17, 2020 

 
 

Week Chapters covered Assignment*  WP 

Adaptive**  

Weekly 

exam *** 

Exam 

wrapper ****  

May 4 – 8 Chapters 1 and 2 X X X X 

May 9 – 15 Chapters 3 and 4 X X X X 

May 16 – 22 Chapters 5 and 6 X X X X 

May 23 – 29 Chapters 8 and 9 X X X X 

May 30 – June 

5 

Chapters 10 and 

13 

X X X X 

June 6 –12 Chapters 11 and 7 X X X X 

June 13 - 17 Final exam prep     

 Final exam – Tuesday, June 23rd at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Chapter assignments – due every Thursday at 11:00 p.m.. 

Adaptive assignments – due every Thursday at 11:00 p.m.. 

Weekly exam – every Friday during class time. 

Reflective exam wrappers – due every Friday at 11:00 p.m.. 

Late assignments will not be accepted.  


