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Style Guide for Recital Programs 

On the first line of each recital entry: the title of the piece being played is identified as outlined below 
and left-justified on the page. The composer is identified by initial(s) and last name and right-justified. 
 
On the second line:  the name of the student and instrument, for all recitals except piano, is centre-
justified, bold, and italicized; the instrument is not capitalized. The exception to this is when a piece is 
an arrangement; in this case the arranger goes on the second line and the student and instrument drop 
to the third line. 
 
On the third line: the name of the instructor is centre-justified, and italicized, again the exception to this 
is when the piece is an arrangement (see above). 
 
Title and Movement Formats 
 
The formal title of a work from the classical repertoire includes the key, index identifier, and sometimes 
its familiar or traditional name. 

  Symphony No. 3 in E♭ Major, Op. 55 (“Eroica”) 
 

In a recital program, the title of the work is left-justified and formatted as follows: 
 

- Capitalization: 
o English: capitalize all words except conjunctions, prepositions, and articles, unless they 

begin a title. 
o French: capitalize all words up to and including the first noun; everything after that is 

lower case (except for proper nouns) 
o German: capitalize the first word and all nouns 
o Italian and Spanish: capitalize the first word, all else is lower case except proper nouns 

 

- The name of the overall work is in straight text. Movements or segments of a work are indented, 
capitalized and italicized. Movement numbers are not included; use the tempo markings 
instead. 

Symphony No. 2 in D Major, Op. 43 
 Allegretto 
 Tempo Andante, ma rubato 
 Vivacissimo 
 Finale – Allegro moderato 

- Titles of individual songs, arias, or instrumental pieces from larger works are in quotation marks, 
in straight text – even if the title is in a foreign language. The title of the larger work is preceded 
with the word “from” and is italicized. 

“Non so più” 
 From Le nozze di Figaro 
 

- When the title is a collective from a larger work, the title is in straight text, the larger work is 
italicized. The movements are indented and italicized. 

Four Dance-Episodes from Rodeo 
 Buckaroo Holiday 
 Corral Nocturne 
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- For a movement identified by both a title and tempo, use a colon after the title: 
Marcia funebre: Adagio assai 
 

- For a movement with a major change in tempo, separate the two with a semicolon: 
Allegro non troppo e molto maestoso; Allegro con spirit 
 

- For opus numbers: Opus is capitalized, number is not 
Op. 53, no. 3  

 
- Thematic catalogs are abbreviated with a letter, followed by a period, the exception being BWV 

K.191 
D. 628 
Hob. XXII:9 
BWV 1050 

 
- The words major and minor are capitalized in titles. 

Sonata in A Major 
Sonata in A Minor 
 

- When the piece in question is an arrangement, give the name of the arranger under the name of 
the original composer and use the abbreviation “arr.” 
 

- When the piece in question is marked Traditional, Folk Song, or Anonymous this information 
goes where the composer’s name would usually go and the arranger is listed on the line below. 

 
 
SAMPLE: 

 
Concert Piece          V. Nelhybel 

Mark Heinrichs, trombone 
Joel Lareau 

 

Sonata in F Minor                   G. Telemann 
 Triste 
 Allegro 

Kathryn Orth, trombone 
Joel Lareau 

 

Sonata                             H. Eccles 
                           arr. S. M. Rasher 

Jessical McCullogh, alto saxophone 
Chris Jacklin 

 

Sonata in D Major, Hob. XVII:D1                      F.J. Haydn 
 Finale 

Chris Yan, piano 
Barbara Zerr 


