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understanding of de/coloniality; 

relation to colonising ways of being, doing, and knowing and how this

influences your [teacher] educator identities and practices; 

understanding of how it might be possible to create de/colonial spaces

for teaching and learning. 

All faculty and students are invited to take part in this weekend retreat

during which we will be discussing the de/colonial imaginary we have

developed as a result of 12 years of research in a Canadian teacher

education context (Pirbhai-Illich & Martin, 2020).

In thinking about how we might de/colonise our educational relations, we will

focus on multiple forms of relationality including spiritual, environmental,

socio-cultural, and historical-political. The aims of the weekend are to

develop: 

REGISTRATION

When: Nov 6 & 7, 2021, 08:30 AM Saskatchewan 

Register in advance for this meeting:

https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0lfuitrD8qHd2NfnilAzAfma46I59RhRtV 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information

about joining the meeting.

OVERVIEW

https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0lfuitrD8qHd2NfnilAzAfma46I59RhRtV
https://uregina-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0lfuitrD8qHd2NfnilAzAfma46I59RhRtV


SATURDAY &

SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 6 & 7

2021

SCHEDULE 

Saturday, November 6, 2021

8:30 AM - 9:00 AM 

Opening Remarks

Joseph Naytowhow, Professor & Dean of

Education, Dr. Jerome Cranston (URegina) and

Associate Professor Kerry Chappell (CEEN

Network Leader, UExeter)

9:000 AM - 10:00 AM 

Race and education panel 

Dr. Jerome Cranston (Dean, URegina), Dr.

Barbara McNeil (Associate Professor, URegina),

Dr. Shauneen Pete (Professor of Leadership

Studies, UVictoria), & Shanee Prasad (First Vice

President, Burnaby Teachers Association)

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM

Coloniality, whiteness, and race in education

Q & A discussion

10:45 AM - 11:00 AM

Refreshment break (15 minutes)

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Educational relations: Spirituality and

relationality

Fatmakhanu (fatima) Pirbhai-Illich and Fran

Martin

Selected Readings: Bhattacharya (2020),

Keating (2013), Anzaldúa (1999) & Buber

(1958)

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM

Lunch Break (30 minutes)

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM

Educational relations: invitation and hospitality

Fatmakhanu (fatima) Pirbhai-Illich and Fran

Martin

Selected Readings: Pirbhai-Illich & Martin

(2019b, 2020a), Derrida (2000)

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Educational relations: space, place & boundaries

Fatmakhanu (fatima) Pirbhai-Illich and Fran

Martin

Selected Readings: Pirbhai-Illich & Martin (2017,

2019a)

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Q & A discussion.

Sunday, November 7, 2021

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

De/colonising research and scholarship

GUEST SPEAKER 

Kakali Bhattacharya (Professor,

UFlorida)

Interactive session: Please come

prepared with questions

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Q&A, Discussion, and Refreshment

break (30 min)

11:30 AM – 1:30 AM

Critical, relational pedagogies: Bringing

it all together 

GUEST SPEAKERS

Rob Bowden and Rosie Wilson

(Lifeworlds)

Interactive session

1:30 PM - 1:45 PM

Closing remarks

Fatmakhanu (fatima) Pirbhai-Illich and

Fran Martin

Preparatory work

We will share with you a link to two

pre-recorded videos before the

weekend retreat - 1. Coloniality and

De/coloniality; 2. Whiteness and

Education. We invite you to watch

these before the weekend because we

will be building on the ideas introduced

in them.



Joseph Naytowhow is a gifted Plains/Woodland Cree

(nehiyaw) singer/songwriter, storyteller, and voice, stage and

film actor from the Sturgeon Lake First Nation Band in

Saskatchewan. He is renowned for his unique style of

Cree/English storytelling, combined with original

contemporary music and traditional First Nations drum and

rattle songs. An accomplished performer, Joseph is the

recipient of the 2006 Canadian Aboriginal Music Award’s

Keeper of the Tradition Award and the 2005

Commemorative Medal for the Saskatchewan Centennial. In

2009 Joseph also received a Gemini Award for Best

Individual or Ensemble Performance in an Animated

Program or Series for his role in Wapos Bay series. That

same year he was also awarded Best Emerging Male Actor

at the Winnipeg Aboriginal Film Festival for his role in Run:

Broken Yet Brave and won Best Traditional Male Dancer at

John Arcand’s Fiddlefest in Saskatchewan. He has

performed for the Prince of Wales, the Lieutenant Governor

of Saskatchewan and many other notables. Fifteen years of

study with a Buddhist master, combined with his

nêhiyaw/Cree traditional knowledge and experience as an

interdisciplinary artist has nurtured Joseph’s generosity and

compassion for sharing cultural knowledge. From 1995 to

2000 he served as the Storyteller-In-Residence for Meadow

Lake Tribal Council. More recently Joseph served as

Emerging Elder with the Indian Teacher Education Program

in Saskatoon, Emerging Elder/Artistic Advisor with Living Sky

School Division, and regularly serves as advisor/knowledge

keeper with various universities across turtle island. Joseph

holds a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of

Saskatchewan. 

SPEAKERS



Dr. Jerome Cranston is the Dean of the Faculty of Education at the

University of Regina. He began his academic career at the University

of Manitoba in 2008 and overtime was asked to take on various

leadership roles. Prior to that, he spent 16 years in the K-12 education

system as a teacher, principal, and superintendent in a career that

spanned Canada’s “prairie” provinces. He researches and teaches as

part of an interdisciplinary, international “community of inquiry” on

topics that explore formal and non-formal teacher preparation and

the ethical dimensions of school leadership with a particular focus on

how capacity building in the education system can transform a set of

seemingly random acts – like teacher hiring - into a just enterprise.

His teaching areas include educational leadership, personnel

leadership, and human rights education.

Dr. Kerry Chappell is currently an Associate Professor in the Graduate

School of Education at Exeter, where she leads the MA Creative Arts

in Education Programme and provides dance expertise to the course.

Kerry also leads the Creativity and Emergent Educational Futures

Network and is a PhD and EdD supervisor. Her research includes

creativity in arts, science and transdisciplinary education and

educational futures, alongside participatory research methodologies.

Kerry continues to work as a dance-artist within Exeter-based dance

lab collective. Kerry is also an Adjunct Associate Professor at the

Centre of Creativities, Arts and Science in Education at the Western

Norway University of Applied Sciences, Bergen, Norway where she

contributes dance and creativity in education expertise.

Dr. Shauneen Pete is from Little Pine First Nation (Treaty 6 territory).

She is a professor in Leadership Studies at the University of Victoria,

Faculty of Education. She used to work at the University of Regina in

the Faculty of Education, and served as the Executive Lead:

Indigenization for 3 years. As a teacher educator Dr. Pete has spent

more than two decades doing the difficult work of engaging students

with the realities of oppression and colonialism.  

SPEAKERS
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Shanee Prasad is a South Asian settler woman, living on the unceded territory

of Musqueam, Coast Salish and Tsleil- Waututh peoples. Her parents are

immigrants from the Fiji Islands, arriving on these unceded territories in the

early 70s. Shanee taught secondary social studies and alternative education in

the Burnaby School District . Currently, she is serving her first term as 2nd Vice

President of the Burnaby Teachers’ Association, a local of the British Columbia

Teachers’ Federation. She has bachelor’s degree in Political Science, a diploma

in Special Education and Master of Education in Equity Studies from Simon

Fraser University, with a focus on Anti-Racist curriculum and policy. 

As an active member of the British Columbia’s Teachers’ Federation, Shanee

has led necessary union discussions on anti-racist policies and processes to

strengthen the workplace rights of BIPOC educators. Shanee continues her anti-

racism advocacy as the president of the Anti-Oppression Educators Collective, a

provincial specialist association of the BCTF. She has been recently elected as

the BCFederation of Labour Worker of Colour Representative, for a third term,

where she continues her advocacy for improved working conditions among

those categorized as  BIPOC.

Dr. Barbara McNeil is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Education at the

University of Regina. Her broad experience comes from teaching English,

French, and working as a teacher-librarian in elementary and high schools. She

completed her Bachelor of Arts and Master's of Library Science degrees at the

University of Toronto, a Bachelor of Education at Brock University, and her

doctoral studies at the University of Regina. Working chiefly in the areas of

language and literacies, her primary research interests include literacy teaching

and learning (PreK-12 - reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and

responding), critical literacies, critical pedagogies, writing pedagogies, children’s

literature, linguistic diversity, teacher education, arts education, multicultural

education, children and war, and inclusive museums. Her research interests lend

themselves to interdisciplinarity as well as multidisciplinarity in local as well as

global contexts.  
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Rob Bowden is Director of Lifeworlds and a Doctoral Researcher at the

University of Northumbria. Rob has held various former roles including as

a researcher and lecturer in three UK universities (Geography,

Development, and Environmental Studies), and as a highly acclaimed

non-fiction author of over 100 children's books. His work has taken him

to Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia and the Middle East. He is best known

for designing and leading transformational learning journeys and within

Lifeworlds leads on work around leadership, change management and a

deeper understanding of values and resilience as they relate to learning. 

 

Rosie Wilson is Co-director of Lifeworlds and a School Teacher who

works in primary and secondary school settings. She is a passionate

learner and has completed a Masters in Teaching and Learning and is a

qualified trainer in Philosophy for Children. She has also authored

numerous resources and books for children. Rosie has lived and worked

in Japan, and her work with Lifeworlds has taken her to India and China

as well as within Europe. Rosie is especially known for her creative

approach to learning and her imaginative use of books, images and other

stimuli to engage learners and educators in deep thinking and dialogue. 

Fran Martin, PhD, is an Honorary Research Fellow in the Graduate School

of Education, at the University of Exeter, UK. She graduated with a Phd

from the University of Coventry in Geography education. Fran has worked

in education for 40 years, first as a primary school teacher and then, as a

teacher educator in the higher education sector. Fran has a background

in geographical and global education and for the last six years, her

research has focused on critical interculturalism and de/colonial

pedagogies of relation in higher education.

Fatmakhanu (Fatima) Pirbhai-Illich, is a transnational brown feminist

scholar, and a Professor of Language and Literacy Education in the

teacher education program at the University of Regina and is Honorary

Professor at the University of Exeter, England. She has worked in tertiary-

level teacher education for over 25 years. Her research focuses on social

and human justice. Over the past decade, Fatima has been working

towards de/colonial pedagogies of relation in teacher and higher

education.
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Professor Kakali Bhattacharya

received her doctorate degree in

Educational Psychology where she

specialized in research methodology.

She is a multiple award-winning

justice-oriented and de/colonial

qualitative researcher who has been

recognized for her scholarly

contributions and high-quality

mentoring, advising, and teaching.

She has been named as one of Top

25 Women in Higher Education,

Diverse Issues of Higher Education;

received several distinguished

researcher, scholar of color,

distinguished alumni awards from

American Education Researcher

Association, University of Georgia,

and the National Association of

Student Affairs Administrators in

Higher Education, Asian, Pacific

Islander Knowledge Community. In

addition, she has received various

outstanding book and publication

awards from the International

Congress of Qualitative Inquiry and

American Educational Research

Association.  
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