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MINUTES OF THE 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE 

FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
November 10, 2021 

 
Members Present: J Anderson, J Barden, C Bradley, A Cameron, C Schultz, C Butz, J D’arcy, 
A Douai, J Gacek, A Gebhard, N Gallant, T Grande, N Hansmeier, O Hoeber, H Ibrahim, S 
Khan, R Kyabaggu, M Kiel, J Longo, C McNutt, G Novotna, S Petty, V Puplampu, C Ramsey, N 
Razek, T Salm, S Siddiqui, A Sterzuk, D Stilling, A Stoddart, Y Tang, H Weger, J Xui, C Yost, F 
Zeng, 
 
Regrets:  M Akinpelu, P Bruno, G Sylverstre, L Hoeber, D Brunskill 
 
Guests: S Piechotta, N Lerminiaux, D Akinmade 
 

 
 
1. WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT Aziz Douai 

 
2. APPROVAL of the AGENDA 

Bill - Cara 
2.1 MOVED to approve the minutes as circulated. 

 
3. APPROVAL of MINUTES – September 7, 2021  

Bill - Gabriella 
3.1 MOVED to approve the agenda as circulated.  

 
4. EXCELLENCE AWARD RECIPIENTS RECOGNITION Shelby Piechotta/Nicole 

Lerminiaux/David Akinmade 
 
5. FOLLOW-UP REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE OF COUNCIL AND SENATE  

(for information) 
 
6. REPORT FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT (RESEARCH) Kathy McNutt 

 Congratulations to the winners 

 Research Ethics Board and process is now completed 

 Significant changes coming to the Research and Ethics Board 

 New incentive program, January 1, 2022 – $10,000.00  incentive – to support the 
researchers with larger grants and take pressure off of deans for budget 

 New Action Plan for Research – focused on climate change, mental health and 
working digitally 

 Looking to advance a small publication fund. 
 

7. OPENING REMARKS AND REPORT FROM THE CHAIR Aziz Douai 

 Welcome new members 
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 Thank you Lisa Watson  

 Over 300 attended FGSR info night.  

 Thank you to Susana and Louisa for the work and effort of the info night event. It was 
very successful 

 Open to ideas for themes for next event 
 
8. REPORTS FROM FGSR 
 

8.1 Faculty Administrator (Mandy Kiel) 

 The Fall 2021 are stabilizing and are currently at 2124 students (676 International and 
222 Indigenous) (fall 2020 number was 2069). 

 The total applications processed in 2021 is 4223, this is over 100% of what was 
processed all of last year (4166), with 620 acceptances (15%) and 58% registered. 

 Major Fall project is updates to the FGSR Calendar/website. 

 Audit of application files completed up to Spring/Summer 2021. 

 Work with IS to update functionality with reference letters is ongoing. 

 Successful implementation of a new IS report to automate graduate admission letters. 

 Phase 3 of the FGSR Automation project is still underway, due to a few unexpected IT 
delays. 

 
8.2 PhD Committee (Sheila Petty) 

 No report 
  

8.3 Scholarship and Awards Committee (Justin Longo) 

 Vanier Doctoral - 13 applications; 4 are being forwarded to Ottawa 

 CIHR Doctoral – 8 applications; 5 are being forwarded to Ottawa 

 NSERC Doctoral – 8 applications; 3 are being forwarded to Ottawa 

 SSHRC Doctoral – 22 applications; currently in adjudication 

 CGS Masters – competition currently open to apply until December 1 

 GAP – received over 70 applications for Fall competition; $275,000 has been paid out to 
students 

 Sask Innovation & Excellence Scholarship (SIES) – 116 applications; $350,000 has 
been paid out to students 

 Women in STEM – 11 women have been awarded to date this academic year, valued at 
$110,000 

 Thesis Only Scholarship (TOS) – to date, $204,000 has been paid out this academic 
year 

 Presidents Distinguished Graduate Award – recently awarded to Dr. Amy Richter from 
Engineering (Dr. Kelvin Ng – Supervisor) 

 Emergency Bursary – requests for funding from 297 students to date; we have funded 
253 students with $264,000; 89% of requests are from international students 

 Recently launched 2 new Scholarships for incoming students – UR Excellence 
Scholarship and UR Scholars Entrance Award; both will be first awarded in Spring 2022 
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9. REPORTS FROM FACULTIES 
 

9.1 FACULTY OF EDUCATION 
 
MOTION 1: Course Changes 
 
MOVED That the following courses be changed, effective 202210: 
 
ED 920 – Seminar in Contemporary Issues in Education 
EFDN 899 – Capstone Synthesis Seminar: An Integration of Theory and Practice 

Current  Proposed  

ED 920 - Seminar in Contemporary Issues in 
Education 
Note: This is a two semester PhD residency 
course offered from January to August. 
This course is intended to prepare doctoral 
students for their comprehensive examinations 
by broadening understanding of issues related 
to the changing context of education. It also 
provides an opportunity for students to explore 
issues that relate to their areas of research 
interest. 

ED 920 - Seminar in Contemporary Issues in 
Education 
Note: This is a two semester PhD 
residency course offered from January to 
August. 
This course is intended to prepare doctoral 
students for their comprehensive examinations 
by broadening understanding of issues related 
to the changing context of education. It also 
provides an opportunity for students to explore 
issues that relate to their areas of research 
interest. 

EFDN 899 - Capstone Synthesis Seminar: An 
Integration of Theory and Practice 
The capstone seminar provides a culminating 
experience for students enrolled in the course 
only route. This course provides an 
opportunity for the students to integrate and 
act-on multiple learning experiences, including 
reading and analyzing research, as a way to 
bring deeper meaning to their graduate 
experiences as a whole. 

EFDN 899 - Capstone Synthesis Seminar: An 
Integration of Theory and Practice 
The capstone seminar provides a culminating 
experience for students enrolled in the course 
only route. This course provides an 
opportunity for the students to integrate and 
act-on multiple learning experiences, including 
reading and analyzing research, as a way to 
bring deeper meaning to their graduate 
experiences as a whole. ***Prerequisite: Must 
have completed 24 credit hours of 800 level 
courses before registering 

 
 

CARRIED 
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9.2 FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
 
MOTION 1: New Doctoral Program 
 
MOVED That the new multidisciplinary, collaborative, and cotutelle doctoral program options in 
Appendix A be approved, effective 202230 
 

Proposed 

Multidisciplinary PhD (partnership between two different programs/disciplines at the 
UofR): 
Multidisciplinary PhD program fosters advanced inquiry and synthesis across disciplines with a 
focus on training PhD students in multidisciplinary methods and theories that address grand 
challenges. Candidates in this program will work under the co-supervision of Faculty members 
from two distinct disciplines and graduate programs and are required to translate research 
findings into real-world solutions.  

The Collaborative Partnership PhD (CPP) (partnership between UofR and other Canadian 
Universities): 
The Collaborative Partnership PhD Program trains outstanding doctoral students at the 
University of Regina and a partner Canadian University.  The CPP program is intended to co-
supervise highly qualified graduates, co-develop graduate programs, and accelerate strategic 
research collaboration between the University of Regina and other PhD granting postsecondary 
institutions.   

The Cotutelle PhD (partnership between UofR and an international university): 
The cotutelle (joint supervision) PhD requires an existing research collaboration between two 
supervisors from two postsecondary institutions.  The Supervisors agree to co-supervise and 
combine the capacities of the two institutions to develop the skills and competencies of the PhD 
student and enhance scholarly networking and collaboration. PhD graduates enrolled in the 
Cotutelle or Collaborative Partnership PhD programs will write one dissertation and will be 
conferred a doctoral degree/parchment from each institution.  

 
CARRIED 
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10. OTHER BUSINESS 

10.1 GATE Proposal – Appendix B 
 

10.2 Award for Outstanding Graduate Supervisor – Appendix C 
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FOR INFORMATION 
September 7, 2021 Council Agenda and Minutes  
 
11. Open Forum 
 
12. Adjournment (3:55) Twyla Salm 


