
 
 

How to Read a Turnitin Originality Report 
 

Turnitin is software that matches text across a wide range of sources to find areas 
of writing that closely match those that exist online. Turnitin identifies areas of 
potential plagiarism in student papers and flags them for further investigation. Just 
because something is highlighted in a Turnitin report does not mean that it is 
plagiarized, but it does mean that your professor will take a closer look at your 
sources and citations.  
 
What does a report look like? 
Below you’ll find a typical Turnitin report page.  
 

 
 
 
The different coloured highlighted bits of text represent matches with sources that 
are found online. In some cases, these matches are properly quoted material, and 
are not examples of plagiarism. In some cases, however, these highlighted sections 
represent material that has been copied word for word from online sources without 
proper citations. This is plagiarism and is not acceptable in university courses.  
Below you will see some in-depth discussion of the instances of violations of 
academic integrity rules in this paper. 

This is the similarity index. The 
number here is the percentage of text 
in your paper that matches text 
found online.  

This list contains 
the sources for 
the matched text. 

This is 
your 
paper as 
it 
appears 
in the 
Turnitin 
system. 



 
In this first example, Turnitin has identified the highlighted text as being taken 
from an online source. As you can see, the text does have quotations around it, 
which is excellent academic practice. Unfortunately, the quotation does not have a 
citation following it, which makes this an example of an academic offense.  
 

 
 
In the case below, we see text taken directly from two different online sources 
(highlighted in purple and then blue) with no attempt at quotation or citation. This 
student has taken the words and ideas of another person and attempted to pass 
them off as their own. This is plagiarism and is against the rules of the University 
of Regina.  
 

 
 
In this third example, we see that the student in question has tried to avoid 
plagiarism by interspersing some of their own words with the text they have taken, 
uncited and unquoted, from an online source. Some students think that if they take 
3-4 words of material from another source, but then include a word or two of their 
own, this is not plagiarism. Unfortunately, this is still plagiarism and students 
should be careful to avoid this.  
 

 
 
Turnitin is excellent at matching text across online sources. Sometimes, though, 
you will quote and cite properly, and Turnitin will still highlight the text and 
generate a high similarity report. This is normal, and your professor will look at the 
report and similarity index, so you need not worry if this happens if you have been 
very careful to cite your sources and quote properly.  
 
In the example below, the source is cited properly, and the quotation is referenced 
properly, so even though it matches online text, this is not a case of plagiarism. If 
you are quoting properly and citing your sources, you will still see a similarity 
percentage: 

Citation 
goes 
here 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Turnitin has highlighted this as potential plagiarism, but it is not. Your professor 
will verify these cases.  
 
 
  

Name of the author who is being 
quoted.  

Page on which the quotation is 
found.  


