
Plagiarism 
and 
Academic 
Dishonesty
A Quick Course



What is Academic 
Integrity?

• Academic integrity is what we call it when students, 
professors, and university staff deal properly with 
their academic work. People who are practicing 
academic integrity:
• Cite their sources and provide appropriate reference lists
• Never take credit for the work of others
• Take responsibility for the work they submit
• Never falsify records or commit forgery



Why does it matter?
• It matters that we practice academic integrity because:

• Degrees are worthless when they are obtained through cheating

• Violating academic integrity policies has serious consequences at the 
University of Regina

• You want your friends, your professors, and your future employers to 
know that you are someone who can be trusted.



What kinds of  
things are 
Academically 
Dishonest?

Plagiarism, using unauthorized materials, 
and facilitation



Plagiarism

• Plagiarism happens when someone copies the work another person into 
their paper without providing a proper citation. 

• Plagiarism also happens when a summary or paraphrased is used, but the 
person who produced the ideas in the first place is not given any credit. In 
academic circles, ideas are property, so taking someone else’s ideas without 
properly citing them is theft. 

Plagiarism is academic theft!



Ways to Avoid Plagiarizing

Manage your time – a lot of 
plagiarism happens when 
students run out of time to 
work on an assignment.

01
Learn to cite properly, and 
make sure you do it every 
time.

02
Take your assignments 
seriously!

03
Don’t let someone convince 
you its okay – it isn’t!

04



Use of  
Unauthorized 
Materials

This is what many people think of as “real” cheating:

• Bringing a phone into your exam when you’re 
not supposed to have one
• Using unauthorized study notes
• Copying from another student’s test paper.



Facilitation
Letting your friend copy your lab report, 
math homework, or anything else you 
produce for grades. 

Buying term papers or assignments and 
submitting them as your own. Selling term papers or assignments.

Handing in assignments you wrote for a 
previous class in any of your current 

classes.

Inappropriate collaboration
• Unless a professor tells you a project is a group 

or partnered assignment, you must work on 
that project alone. Even checking answers with a 
friend before handing in your work is cheating.



Need more Help?

• See the Student Success Centre’s Writing Resources page for 
more help with Plagiarism 
(https://www.uregina.ca/student/ssc/writinghelp/index.html)

• Send your questions to a Student Success Writing tutor at: 
Writing@Uregina.ca

https://www.uregina.ca/student/ssc/writinghelp/index.html

