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Sample Essay-Writing Process 
Jessica Wills, 4th year Student, York University 

This is a sample of an essay outline and an early draft of the paper that includes comments by the author 
as well as a writing tutor the author visited on campus. Writing tutors are excellent resources available for 
free to help you with your research and writing. 

Description of Assignment 
This assignment will be an analytical paper on one of the following two topics: 

1. “It is men, who in developing their material intercourse, change, along with this their real existence, 
their thinking and the products of their thinking. Life is not determined by consciousness, but in 
consciousness by life” (Marx & Engels, The German Ideology). 

2. “There is no power relation without the correlative constitution of a field of knowledge, nor any 
knowledge that does not presuppose and constitute at the same time power relations” (Michel Foucault, 
Discipline and Punish).  

The paper should be 8-10 pages double-spaced, plus a works-cited page. More details will be given in 
class.  

This assignment will test your ability to apply your sociological knowledge to an analysis of a topic of your 
choice within the context of the sociology of knowledge. Utilizing ‘Critical Discourse Analysis’ as your 
theory and method, you may focus on a wide variety of issues and ideas emerging from fields such as 
globalization, religion, terrorism, war, poverty, healthcare, AIDS, Gender, race/ethnicity, sexuality, etc.  

Notes: 
What you will see below are scans of the documents Jessica made while she was working on her paper. 
Her working thesis is rough, and you will see that she has used the mind-mapping technique to generate 
ideas. Whatever method you use to generate your ideas is up to you (not everything works for everyone), 
but this process is often quite helpful when you are trying to decide what to do with your assigned essay 
topics.  

Her draft has been edited both by Jessica herself and by a writing tutor. Note the extensive additions and 
deletions that had to happen before this paper was in the shape it needed to be in to hand it in.  
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Working Thesis Statement: 
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Mind Map: 

This is the mind map used to organize the paper’s arguments in support of the thesis statement. 
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Draft: 

This is an early draft of the essay. Notes are by Jessica and one of the writing tutors she visited while she 
was preparing this essay. Notice how much work has gone into the editing process.  
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What these pictures should show you is that writing – including essay writing – is a process that takes much 
longer than many students think. In fact, the process is rarely ever finished. From coming up with a working 
thesis (which Jessica later tweaked) to using a mind map to figure out ideas, to writing a draft and having 
someone else with expertise look over it, a lot of work went into this essay. If you start to think of writing as a 
process that is rarely ever perfectly finished, you’ll start to realize that your writing can always get better, and 
that there are always changes you can make to your writing to make your work stronger. Don’t be afraid to get 
help, like Jessica did, no matter what year you are in or what subject you are studying.  


