
 

 

What is Homestay? 
 

Homestay provides a safe and caring environment for you to experience a new culture while in Canada.  You will 
live with a Canadian family while you study English. You will eat meals with your host family, participate in their 
weekend activities and become part of the family unit. 
 

The University of Regina Homestay program has a well-established network of experienced host families.  To 
ensure a quality Homestay experience, each home has been inspected by a fire marshal of the City of Regina.  
Each Homestay family member has gone through a criminal record check, each home is personally inspected by 
our staff, and the families are interviewed. 
 

Regina is a diverse place, reflecting Canadian society.  Our Homestay hosts are also diverse, and can include 

families with or without children, retired couples, and single professionals.   Our host families also come from a 

variety of cultural background such as East Indian, Japanese, South Korean, Filipino, German, Ukrainian, South 

American, African, etc.  While many Homestay hosts speak a language other than English, they are committed to 

speaking English when you are around, and providing an English environment for you. 

Some Homestay homes are located within 20 minutes walking distance of the university, but some are located up 
to 10 or 15 kilometers away and would require the use of public transportation.  

Many Homestay hosts have one or more pets, usually a cat or dog. They treat their pets as part of the family.  
You’ll be expected to treat their pets nicely. 

Smoking is not permitted in most Homestay homes. When Homestay hosts accept a student who smokes, the 
student will be asked to smoke outside. 

 

How much does Homestay cost? 
  
Homestay Placement Fee:     $225.00  CAD  
Non-refundable. Payable at the time of the Homestay application. 
  
Homestay Confirmation Fee: equals to 15 days of homestay fee, currently $450 CAD 
Payable at the time of the Homestay application.  Applied to homestay fee once the student arrives. 
 
Homestay Fee:                        $30.00 CAD per day 
 
Please see Application for Homestay for the dates of each semester.  
 
You will pay the Homestay fee for the entire semester minus the confirmation fee to the University of Regina the 
first week of class.  The Homestay fee for dates outside of the semester will be paid directly to the host family by 
cash upon arriving at your host’s home.  During the semester break, if you travel while your host keeps the room 
and your belongings for you, you’ll pay $15 per day to your host by cash. 



 

What is included in Homestay? 

Your host family will provide: 

 Airport pickup when you arrive in Regina 
 A private bedroom with a bed, closet, dresser, student desk, chair, bedding and linens 
 Three meals and snacks each day (Dinner is usually prepared) 
 A bathroom (usually shared with no more than three Homestay family members and/or other students)  
 Access to a phone, internet connection if you bring your own laptop, and various other household 

facilities (long distance phone calls are not included) 
 An introduction to the city and its attractions, bus system, and neighborhood 
 Inclusion in their family activities 
 Opportunities for English conversation 

Your host family is NOT: 

 A private maid. While you may not be expected to do chores in the house regularly, you will be 
responsible to clean up after yourself, especially the kitchen and bathroom.  

 A full-time, live-in English teacher. Our families want to communicate, share Canadian culture with you, 
and help you improve your English. The general guideline is they will spend an average of one hour a day 
to communicate with you. 

 A private chef. You will join the family in their meals. Your family will try to make food that you like, but 
you should not expect them to accommodate specific diets or types of food.  

 A chauffeur. You are expected to use public transportation to get to and from school, and for going out. 

How do I apply for Homestay? 

 Please apply by completing the Homestay Application Form and paying the non-refundable $225 
Homestay placement fee and the $450 confirmation fee. 

 Send your application form by email eslhouse@uregina.ca, or fax to 1-306-484-4971. 
 Homestay applications must be received by Homestay office at least 30 days before the beginning of the 

semester. 
 After you have been accepted as a student at the English as a Second Language Program and we have 

received your Homestay application form, along with the non-refundable $225 Homestay placement fee 
and the $450 confirmation fee, we will match you with a Canadian host family. You will receive details 
about your host family and contact information by email about three to four weeks before your program 
begins. 

What if I want to cancel my Homestay application?  
 

 Cancellation before arriving:   
If the cancellation notice is received by the ESL Homestay Office 10 business days before the program 
starts, the confirmation fee will be refunded.   
 

 Cancellation after arriving: 
If you decide to terminate the hosting relationship after arrival, you have to give 30 days’ notice by filling 
out a Notice of Early Departure Form.  You will be charged $30 per day for 30 days regardless of whether 
or not you stay in the homestay.   

For more information, please email:  eslhouse@uregina.ca  
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